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Lo all whom Tt may corncerw: .

Be it known that I, SAMUEL FORRESTDR
of Allegheny City, in the county of A]leﬂ*heny
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented a

new and useful Improvement in Wire Fences;

and I do hereby declare the following to be a

- full, clear, and exact descrlptlon thereof,

My mventlon relates to that class of wire

- fences in'which the wires are provided with
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~ the posts. 1t 18 also useful in case the wires.
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plates at proper intervals for the purpose of-

rendering the fence visible to cattle, in order
that they may avold the barrier. This is use-

ful when the strand-wires are not provided
with barbs, as it ]xeeps the cattle from run-

ning "lt,ElﬂIlSt the wires and tearing them from

are provided with barbs, as it tends to pre-
vent the cattle {rom coming against the barbs
and injuring themselves. |
A serious objection to the class of warning-
plates heretofore in common use is that, be-
ing formed of flat plates, they are only useful
when a view of thelr faces 18 presented, and
if from accident they should be turned so that
their planes lie in the visual line of the cattle,
or nearly so, they cease to be visible, and the
beneficial results above nfhmed are not
achieved. -

It 1s the object of my mventlon to overcome
this objectionable feature and to afford a warn-
ing-plate or a combined barb and warning-

- plate which will be plainly visible in what-

ever direction it may be turned.

To enable others skiiled in the art to malke
and use my invention, I will now describe it
with reference to the accompanying drawings,

forming part of this specification, in which—

Figures 1, 2, and 3 are perspective side
views of my improved warning-plate, shown
in position as secured between the strand-
wires of the fence. Iig. 4 18 a transverse sec-
tion on the line ww of Fig. 2. Xig. bisa plan
view of the blank from which the warning-
plate shown in Fig. 3 18 cut, illustrating the
mode of cutting fmd bendmﬂ* it 1nto the de-
sired form.

Referring now to Fig. 3, the pla,te a 18 made
from a flat blank of sheet metal, preferably
rectangular in form, in the manner indicated

50 in Fig. 5. By a die or other suitable means-

the blank is divided by two cuts, (shown

1 by the lines 2 &, 7 @ ’) which exiend from op-
posite sides partnlly aCross the blank, but so
that the inner extremities, 2’ 2%, of the cuts

| may be somewhat sepamted from each other. g 5

The cuts extend to and terminate on the line
2 2/, which intersects the rectangular blank
normally to 1t opposite sides, pr efembly bi-
secting it. . By the two cuts z 2/, #* 2°, and the
line #" #* connecting their 1nner extremltles 60

the blank is (11v1ded 1nto two Secblons b and

¢, each section having a portion of 1ts b-f)dyr on
each side of the connecting-line &’ a% The
cuts » o', #* > may be made at any desired an-
gle with the line 2 2. In Figs. 3 and 5 they 65
are shown as parallel to each other and diag-
onal, and in Figs. 1 and 2 they are at right
angles to the line z 2. Thus made, the plate

or blank a is. 1nserted between the strand-
wires d d, and the latter are twisted closely 7o
up to the plate into notches 2 ¢/, cut on oppo-
sﬂ:e sides of the plate at the ends of the line

%z 2, the strands thus extending on each side

of the plate along this line and the connecting-
line " #°. 'The sections b and ¢ are then bent 75

on the latter line as an axis, (see Figs. 1, 2,

3, and 4,) preferably until their pl&nes are at -
rwht angles to each other. By this process
the Inclosing strand-wires dd” are correspond-
Ingly twisted about the plate, and a secure 8o
and efficient fastening 1s provided. The pur-
pose of the notches z 2 is to prevent lateral

displacement of the warning- plate, and to se-

cure it more firmly in place. It is not, how-
ever, indispensable to my 1mprovement since 83
the bent sections of the plate are of themselves |
sufficient to hold it upon the strand-wires.
The sections b and ¢, having their planes in-
clined to each other, present faces in four dif-
ferent directions, and by indenting or barb- go

‘Ing the salient edges of these faces, as shown

in the drawings, the warning-plate may also
be used as a barb.

‘The fence-wires being secured on my im-
proved warning-plate on a continuous straight ¢z
line across the plate, there is no torsion or

strain upon 1t during the twisting operation,

and for this reason it may be made quite hght
and thin. There 1s no danger of the plates
becoming deftached from the wires, and a 100
fence-wire so made is capable of bemw rolled
on reels and sold in the manner usual with.
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reference to barb-wire. The warning-plate
and barbs may be used with plain strand-

wires or in connection with other forms of |

barbs, as desired. The chief -advantage of
my lmprovement, however, is its xlslblhty,
since one of its faces 18 'Llwwys presented to
cach side of the fence-barrier.

L am aware that barbs have been made from
blanks cut and bent diagonally, so that parts
of the body may lie in different planes; but
they have been so cut and bent that when
made large enough to be serviceable as warn-

1ng-plates they cannot be fastened securely

to the strand-wires without notching the un-
cut corners of the plate, and do not afford sa-

lient edges which may be advantageously

barbed or serrated.

Having thus described my improvement,
what I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. A warning-plate consisting of a quadri-
lateral plate or blank having two cuts or slits

e

298,193

extending from opposite sides to the line z &/,
which intersects the plate normally to 1ts other
opposite sides, the parts thus formed belng
bent at an :amnle to each other on said line z
Z Sllet“lI}tl'Lll}T as and for the purposes de-
c,rlbed

2. A warning - plate consisting of a flat
plate notched on two of its edges for the re-
ception of the strand-wires of a fence and di-
vided Ly two cuts extending from its other
opposite sides partially across the plate, the
parts thus formed being bent at an angle to
each other on the line connecting the inner
extremities of the cuts, substantially as and

- for the purpose deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 16th day of January, A. D.
1884.

SAMUEL FORRESTER.

Witnesses: | |
THOMAS W. BAKEWELL,
W. B. CORWIN,
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