(No Mlodel‘) - - |
B J. HOFFMAN,

, TOOTH PICK DEVICE. |

No. 298,087. - I Patented May 6, 1884.

7 % \\\ W “p
Y 07077 s
%\(\/2‘/” 7

et ens mAsAimeinsemm \\1\

WITNESSES: | | - INVE:NTOR

= %/W , o é’&”%

N. PKTERS, Photo-Lithographer, Washington, D, C.




~city and county of Phl]adelphla, and State of

ful Improvement in Tooth-Pick Devices, of |
which the following is a spectfication.
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soiled or broken by contact with other bodies.

5 part of this Speclﬂcatlou and in which similar
letters of referenceindicatelike parts through-

UNITED STATES

' JAMES HOFFMAN, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

TOOTH-PICK DEVICE.

'SPECIFICATION forming part 'of Letters Patent No. 298,087, dated May 6, 1884.

Application filed Jannary 22, 1¢84. -( NoO modei.}

do ail whom it may concern:
‘Be it known that I, JAMES HOFFMAN, a citi-
zen of the United State.s and a remdent of the

Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use- |

The object of my invention is to furnish a
device for holding a silk thread or its equiva-
lent for cleaning the spaces between teeth,
which may be convemenb]y carried in the _f
pocket, and in which the thread will not be

In the accompanying drawings, forming

out the several views, Figure 1 lepresents Q)
side elevation of my invention; Fig. 2, a lon-

same; Klig. 3, a side elevation of the spindie
or reel and Flﬂ' 4, ELSlde elevation of the cyl
inder.

A 18 the reel or Spmdle which may be con-
structed of bone, rubber, or any othel suit-
able material.

B 1epresents the cylinder, which may be
made of metal or any other suitable material.

C and D are jam-nuts, which are placed on
the spindle A, as shown |

- E represents the thread. - ]

The spindle A has substantially the Shape
shown in Fig. 3.

@ 18 thereel npon which the thread is wound.

b b are bearings upon which the cylinder
which covers the thread bears. The eylinder
B, Figs. 1, 2, and 4, is furnished with a slot,
c, through whlch the thread from the reel a
passes. This slotisto be preferred to a circu-

lar hole, for it allows the thread to be always |
taken from the reel at right angles; but a cir-

cular hole may be used, if desired. The cyl-

inder B is held ﬂrmly In place by the Jcllll ]

nuts C-and D, and cannot be turned until
‘these nuts are loosened. When it is desired
to reel oft the thread, the jam-nu's C D are 45

| loosened and the cylinder B may be turned

upon the bearmgs b b and the thlﬁdd drawn
out at will. | |
When it- becomes necessary to put new

-thread upon the reel, the nuts C D are re- 5-:5

moved from the screw d, the cylinder is re-
moved and the thread is wound upon the reel. .
The end of the thread is now passed through
slot ¢ and the eylinder is put in place. In

‘the event of the thread jamming the cylin- 55
der while said cylinder is being passed over
. the bearing b, I have furnished this bearing

with & %'lot ¢, in which the thread may lie
while the cy]mdel 1s being passed over it.

‘When B is in place, the nnts C D are screwed 60

on and the device is ready for use.

The advantages of a thread for cleaning the
spaces between teeth are well known, and the
herein-described deviece will allow of a con-
siderable anmount of thread being carried in 65
the pocket without danger of its becoming |

solled.

Having thus descubed Iy invention, I
claim—

1. The herein-described device for holdmg 70
thread for cleaning teeth, consisting of the
spindle or reel A, c}hnder B, and jam-nuts
C D, all subst“l,ntla,lly as and for the purposes

_ set forth

2. The herein-described device for covering 75
the thread, consisting of the cylinder B, far-
nished with a slot, ¢, or its equwwlenb said
cylinder 1ev01v11:1fr on bearings b b on spin-
dle A, Subsbautnlly as set forth.

J AMES HOFFMAN.
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