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L0 all whom ¢ may concern: - )in position by screws or other fastenings, as
Be it known that I, JomN C. LANG, a citizen shown, and itsinnerend.is preferably inserted
of the United States, residing at Boston, in the | loosely .into a hole or mortise in the front 55
~county of Suffolk and State of Massachusetts, | board, «, in order that the bar may Yyield
5 haveinvented certain new and useful Improve- | slightly in a longitudinal direction, so as to
m nts in Devices for the Filing of Papers, of | render its elasticity available, as hereinafter
which the following is a specification, refer- |-explained. R S o
ence being hadto the accompanying drawings. | C represents the follower-board, provided 6o
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My invention has relation to that class of
paper or bill files wherein the papers are con-
fined against a supporting-surface by means
of amovable pressure-board,commonly known
as a ‘*foliower,”” combined with mechanism
whereby it may be locked firmly in position
or released at will. o

It is the aim of the invention to provide a
simple means ofsecuring the board in position,

and to adapt the same to be inclined baek- -

ward when released, in order to permit the
more convenient examination of the papers
without removal from the file. _

To this end it consists in the combination,

~with the follower-board, of peculiar devices
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for locking the same in position, as hereinafter
explained in detail. | | |
_Referring to the accompanying drawings,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my file-box,

one side being partially broken away for the

more convenient exhibition of the working
parts. Fig.2isavertical cross section through

‘the follower-board and its locking attach-

~ments removed from the box. Figs. 3 and 4
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-are side views of the follower upon -the base-

board or guide, inits locked and unlocked po-
sitions, respectively. o

A represents the file box or receptacle in
which to confine the papers, and which may
be of any ordinary or approved form. The
drawings represent the box,in an ordinary
triangular form, composed of the front board,
a, the bottomboard, ¢, at right angles thereto,

~and the two side boards, ¢”. The bottom o
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18 grooved longitudinally in the center to ad-

mit an elastic bar, B, which is applied insuch |

manner that the slots or spaces exist along its
two edges and beneath its under surface, this
bar being designed to receiveand guide the fol-

lower-board and its clamping - devices. The
bar is constructed of wood or other elastic

material, and made sufficiently thin to have
considerable elasticity under the strain to

ab its lower end with arms or hooks 4, which
extend downward past the edges of the guide-
board B, and engage thereunder, as shown,
the construction being such as to permit the
follower-board to be moved freely forward and 65

‘backward to and from the front board, and

also of its being inclined backward, as repre-
sented 1n Fig. 4, whenreleased. -

- Forthe purpose of maintaining the follower-
board in an upright. position against the pa- 70
pers, and of preventing its backward move-
ment, I apply to its rear side the vertically-
sliding bar or brace D, the lower end of which,

d, 18 extended backward, so as to rest upon the
guide B at a point considerably in rear of the 75
follower-board. When the bar D is released,
S0 as to slide freely upon the follower-board,
the latter is free to tip backward in the man-
ner represented in Kig. 4; but when the baris
moved downward and held in position with 8o
respect to the board its foot' d serves to sus-
tain the follower-board in an upright position,

‘as represented in Figs. 1 and 3. In order to

thus lock the brace D in its lower position, T -
propose to provide a locking device of any 85
suitable character, the most convenient device
for this purpose being the thumb-lateh or le-
ver K represented inthe drawings. Thislever
18 pivoted midway of its length, at the points -
[/, to the rear side of the follower-board, and go -
18 grooved vertically in its forward side from
its lower end to a point near its top to admit
of the upper end of the clamp D passing up-
ward between 1t and the follower-board in the |
manner represented. | 95
In operating the device the board Cis pushed
forward by hand against the papers in an up-
right position. The brace D descends by

-gravity until itsupper end is engaged beneath.

and locked down. by the upper end of the IQD.

‘thumb-lever E engaging thereover, as plainly

represented in IFig. 2. When the brace .is .
thus locked, it is retained rigidly in position

which itissubjected. Itsouter end is secured | with respect to the follOwer-board.- In this




- compression,:
" end of the thuinb-lever I, its upper end 1s .
{frictional clamping devlees conneeting the fol- -

10

Cits sliding

“manner the follower-board is maintained inan

: uprlght position, and at the same time the
~ frictional engagement of the brace on top
o of the n*ulde B and of the arms h, benemth the |.

o Slldll]ﬂ‘ bach, or, In other Wmds, suﬂ"lment ‘to: L
hold 113 forward to retain the papers under
- On pressing forward the lower |
'bmed with an elastic ﬂ*ulde or base-board,and -

t‘hi o’wn backn ald out' of %en'traﬂ'ement wmh the

18 in the 1)163011‘0 mstan(‘e conﬁned 'md n*mded

R %betweeu the thumb lever fmd the rear Llce -
| guide or support, of a clamping follower com-
ip;o,setl of a board zha,-vi-ng; arms or hooks at the
%leu er end, :;Lud a ver bically movinn‘ bxace 01' -
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SR ﬁmde may be Substltuted
' the guide Bis of advantage in that the yield-
ing: resistance offered ther eby causes 16 to en- |
gage with certainty and firmness npon the
5(31‘11111)11]9‘ demces W hen the parts are undel
strain. 0 - |
. IFor eonvenience 1m opelatmrr the pmts, the
~ brace D may be provided with a finger-piece |
;jor plq]eetmu e, but.thls is not an essentmlf

The ehstlczty of

at both ends, and was made of such thickness
as to be practically rigid and unyielding.

I believe myself to be the first to render the
elasticity of the bar orguide practically avail-
able to secure the firm hold of the devices for
locking or clamping the follower in position.
The elasticity of theguidealsoadmitsofthefile

confining firmly objects which are unyielding |

or inelasticin character.
The elastic guide will be advantageous not

'.1. (31*11111 1%——— o
1.:In a papel ﬁle, a followel board -com—:

Thfe b1 ace D may 'be- mftmfestly ‘1ttfwc,hed to- |
. the board in any manner which will admit of
lengthwise thereof; but on ac- .
E :ceunt of 1ts smlphelty a,nd eheapness Iprefer
vertically to |
recewe a stud d” whleh 18 extended forward |
> D, and en-
: -1 trﬁ*ed “u.t the fm qud end as plamiy 1ep1 e-

. jfor* . |
4. In a papel ﬁleﬁ the cmnhmatwn with a

297,999

only in connection with the particular ¢lamp- 3

ing mechanism herein described, but also with:

-w]ower bo-‘u d ‘md gulde, substantmlly as: dea (
| ser 1bed. X
2. In *11)‘11)(31 ﬁle 'wuldeor ba,se board com-
. ébmed with a follower- boaad having a sliding
‘connection therewith, ‘a vertically - movablu
brace applied to said board, and means, sub- =
stantially as descmbed for loukmﬂ* Sfmd bmce o
;downwald S
papel ﬁle the dampmw dwlce com-.
?1)08(3(1 0[‘ a slotted foilow er-board having a slid-
ing brace or rear support; the thumb- ]a,t,ch to:

;mnﬂ*ed, ;subst'mtml]y as descrlbed to ]mug
|'backward at any point within the limits of the ;
1 ouide, Substfum.:,hlly as "md for the pmposu seLe RS
;101 th. i
5. The eombnmtmn, \nth the gmde, of the. |
stHOWBI b@ard SlotLed "Lt 1ts IOWCI (,11(1 the=

6. In combination with the 101]0“ er- bomd
and the brace, acting as described, the thumb-
latch I, counstructed, as desull)(,d to serve
the twofold purpose of guiding and locking
the upper end of the brace.

In witness whereof 1 have subscribed my

name in presence of two witnesses. -
JOHN C. LANG.

Yitnesses: |
H. A. DANIELS,
L. C. YOUNG.

.'my other clampm# mechamsm of an szﬂo .

i]OClx %fud bmce, :;md foot hoohs or ar ms on the; TR

;Stud d”,and means, subsbfmttally as descubed ST ;
_ ; | for locking the brace in position. =
but the gulde was secured ﬁlmly n pOSlthll |
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