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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, GEORGE RUPP, a citi-
zen of the United States of Ameriea, 1emd1nﬂ'
at Monroe City, in the county of Monroe and
State of ’\Ilssoml have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Hame-Tug and
Trace, of which the following is a specifica-

tion, reference being had therem to the accom-

panylnﬂ drawings.

In traces forharness as heretofore contrived
1t has been the practice to connect the trace
to the hame by buckling the trace to a short
strap thereof, about opposite the horse’s shoul-
der, the effect of which is to render the same
eumbersome and to chafe the shoulder.

lThe object of my invention is to remedv
these serious difficulties and annoyances; and
it therefore consists in adapting the trace to
be connected atits inner or rear end to the tug,
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construction substantially as hereinafter fully

set forth and claimed.

In the accompanying dmwmgs Figure 1 18
an edge view of a trace and tug to which my
improved buckle is applied. I‘10 2 18 a side
view thereof. Tig. 3isa lonﬂ*ltudmal section
of the same, and Fig. 418 debailed perspective
views of the two parts of the buckle.

In carrying out my invention I effect the at-
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usual way, and extend it rearwardly or in-

wardly to within a short distance of the whiffle-
tree, to which 1s designed to be connected the
tug B by its loop @. The tug B isalsolooped

35 to slide upon the trace A, as at b, while the

latter is adjustably connected to the former by |

the buckle, presently described, to permit of
the shmtemn@ or lengthening of the trace, as
the case may require, in adaptmﬂ the traces
toshorteror longer Sh’LftS or poles of a vehicle.
The buckle E 1s composed of two interlock-
ing parts or frames, € C, one being connected
to the inner or rear end of the trace, and the
other being connected to the forward or outer
end of the tug. The connection of the part or
frame © to the trace is effected by passing a
bolt or screw, C”, through apertured lugs C”
C”, formed on the forwmd ends of the side
bars of sald irame, (one of the apertures of
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which 1s effected by means of a buckle of the+

tachment of the trace A to the hame in the

on the trace, the tongue C° will be securely

| serew,) and through a loop of the trace. This

frame is so constr ucted that about one-half of
its surface is disposed at a right angle to its
other portion. The inner edges of its angle
are curved, as may be also, as shown, the outer 55
edges of its angle, to allow of its f’LGﬂlty of ac-
tion in locking and unlocking the same with
relation to its fellow C'. Said frame C has the
tug B passing through it. The other frame,

C', has its front cross-bar provided with a 60
tongue, (% and passing in front or crosswise of
the frame O, at about the inner edges of its
angle, while at 1ts rear end projects a loop, C,
through which also passes the tug B, while
through any one of a series of holes in the tug 65
passes the tongue C* of the frame ', accord- -
ingly as it may be adjusted. It willbe noticed
that with the parts in position, as shown in the
three first figures of the drawings, the frame
C will be drawn tightly and cla,mp the frame
(', with its tongue % firmly in position.

D 18 & loop-frame, with its central portion
confined, by stitching, between the two parts
of the leabhel of the tlace to prevent chafing
of the horse, while its prcgectm portions are 75
formed into loops d d', of which one is for the
reception of the baelk- -bad, m1d one for the
belly-band or girt.

In operation, if it be desired to lengthen or
shorten the trace, the latter is foreced rear-
wardly, when the frame C will rise at its for-
ward end and permit its rear edges to act upon
the upper rear bar of the frame G’ which will
have the effect to 1ift the forward cross-bar of
the latter frame with its tongue (%, eausing the 85
withdrawal of said tongue from its hole in the
strap. The trace-strap can now be shifted in
whichever direction it 18 desired, in order to
shorten or lengthen the trace. The required
shifting of the tmce upon the tug having been go
eﬁeeted the tongue C* of the frame O’ is in- |
serted or'dmpped mto the coincident one of
tug-apertures, and the frame C brought upon
the frame C', and, with the pulling strain up-
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held in its hole in the tug. |
As previously 1nt1mated this invention ob-
viates the double thickness of leather and the .
disposition of buckles at hame ends of the

50 sald lugs being screw-threaded to secure the | traces, thereby rendering the same less cum- 100
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bersome, and consequently prevents the chaf- | cross-bar, substantially as and for the purpose 15
- ing of the shoulder of the horse, whilethe same *

is easy to make and readily operated.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. Thecombination,with a trace and atug ar-
ranged. at the rear end of the trace, of the two-
part or framed buckle, one having a portion
of 1ts surface at a right angle to the other por-

‘tion, and connected to the rear or inner end

~ of the trace, and the other part or frame in-

terlocking with the former frame or part, and
having a tongue projecting from its forward

set forth.

2. The combination of the tug B, having
loops a and b, trace A, having loop-frame D,
and the buckle E, having interlocking parts
or frames C and C, substantially as shown, 20
and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE RUPP.

Witnesses:
- S. B. GILLILAND,
G. W. DURRANT.
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