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To all whony i€ mnty concermn :

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. HALL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bridge-
port, 1n county of Fairfield and State of Con-
necticut, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Check-Rein Hooks; and
I do herebydeclare the following to be afull,
clear, and exact deseription of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to that class of rein-
hooks in which the rein is passed in between

I0o

a rigid arm, and a spring-arm closing against |

it, and when in place rests In a curve in the i

15 rlnld arm, and 1s held from escaping by the
- spring-arm.

The object of my invention is to simplify
and improve the construetion of this class of
devices; to produce, in brief, a device which
shall be pleasing to the eye, smlple 1n oper-
ation, economic in construction, and the parts
of which shall beso constructed and arranged
that there shall be no danger of its getting out |
of repair or becoming aifected by the weather.
25 With these ends in view L have devised the
novel construction, which I will now describe,
and then speclhmlly point out in the claims.

In order thatothers may clearly understand
the construction and operation of improved
device, I shall in my description refer by let--
ters of reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved
device complete. Iig. 2 18 a plan view. Fig.
3 is a vertical central section; and Fig. 418 a

central section, showing the spring-arm as it
appears when plessed b&ck to allow the rein
to pass in.

Similar letters indicate like parts in all the
figures.

A is the base, having a threaded shank, B,
by means of which the device is attached to
the saddle, the shank being squared near the
45 base to prevent it from turmnﬂ |

C is the housing, having 1eceSSD and sock-
et I, the purposes ‘of which will be more fully
e?plamed

I is the rigid arm, which curves upwmd

50 and forward, then backward, and preferably
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which the rein rests. The tip of this arm 18
preferably curved upward and forward, and

is provided with a button or other ornament,

. The rigid arm, the housing, the base, and 55
the shank are all cast in one piece, and there-
cess and socket are made by a core.

H is an arm, having a curved projection, I,
which passes into and closely fits the inner
wall of recess D, as at D'. A pivot, K, pass- 60
es through both walls of the housmu and
through projeet.ion I, thus pivoting arm H
within the recess. It will beobserved in Fig.
4 that projection I bears against the innerside
of the housing and serves itself as a stop to
limit the outward movement of arm H. Am-
ple space is allowed for the rein to pass in,
but fartherthan this the arm cannot be pr essed
backw ard

L is a stump or projection upon arm H, 7o
which extends downward to the bottom.of re-
cess D, and serves as the outward abuntnient
of a coil-spring, N, the other end of which lies
in socket L, and bears aoainst the end of said
socket, thus acting to force stump L outward, 75
and consequently to hold the upper end of
arm H firmly against the rigid arm. Theup-
per end of arm H pretelably curves outward
and backward, and is provided with an orna-
mental tip or button, M, corresponding with 8o
ornament G. It will be observed that the
construction of these tips is such as to leavea
V-shaped space between them,so that therein,
when forced downward, easily presses arin H
backward sufficiently to allow 1t to pass bhe- 85
tween the arms and into the V-shaped curve
of the rigid arm.

The operation is simply to pass the rein be-
tween the arms, then let go of 1t, no turning
whatever of the rein being required, but sim-
ply the pressing downward of the edge of the
rein. 'When placed between the arms, the
rein cannob escape; but when 1t 18 desired to
release it, it 18 readily lifted out against the
power of spring N. As inengaging, soin dis-
engaging, no turning of the rein is required.

[ am well aware that rein-hooks having a
pivoted spring-arm are not broadly new; but
their mode of operation has heen very awk-
ward, and they have been so constructed that roo
the springs were liable to slip and break, and
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slightly downward, thus forming a U, within | also to become inoperative in bad weather by
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within a recess in the housing, and havm

means of water getting in and rusting the |
springs, or their becoming completely clogged
by dirt, 1ce, or sSnow. Tt will be observed
that these dangers are wholly obviated by my
improved construetion, in which the spring
rests within a socket in the housing, and. is
thoroughly protected both at the top and back
against the entrance of dirt, snow, or rain.
The pivot, also being wholly within the hous-
ing, is protected by the overhanging portion !
thereof against the possibility of the entrance |
of water to rust it. _ |

~Having thus described my invention, I

Wy

1. In a check-rein hook, arm H, pivoted |
a

curved projection which fits the 1nner w ‘lll of
said housing and acts as a stop, and a stump
which projects downward to the bottom of |
20 the recess, in combination with a coil-spring
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resting in a socket in the housing and bearing
’LU‘alH‘St said stump, whereby sald Spring 18
fullj,:r protected against the entrance of dirt
or water.

2. In a check-rein hook, the r1g1d curved
hook, the housing, the b'"lse, and the shank
cast in a single piece, in combination with a
spring, an arm pivoted within the housing,
and provided with a stop to limit its motion,
and an abutment against which the spring
bears, said pivot, stop, abutment, and spring

being all located within the housing, as de-

scribed, and for the purpose set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE W. HALL.

- Witnesses:
Epw. J. MORGAN,
A. M. WOOSTER.
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