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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, FRANK WH:

citizen of the United States, residing at New |
York, 1n the county of New York and State !

of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Impr ovements in Mail- -Bags; and I do
declare the following to be a full, Llear -and
exact description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to WhiCh 16 ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying dmwmﬂs, and
to the letters and figures of reference marked
thercon,which forma part of this specification.

Thisinvention relates to fastenings for mail-
bags; and its object is to dispense with the op-
eration of threading or unthreading the fast-
ening-strap every time such a bag is closed or
0penec1

Inthe accompanying drawings, wherein like
letters represent like parts, I‘lnuie 1 is the
front view of the upper pm‘t of a mail-bag
provided with my fastening and closed; Fig.
2, & simillar view with the bag unfastened;
Fig. 3, a view of the button used in fastening;
and Fig. 4, a front view of the bag, with pmt
of the ﬂap thrown back to show the attach-
ment of the buttons to the exteuor of the bag
near 1ts mouth.

A 18 amail-bag,with flap B folding over and
closing the mouth thereof. This flap is pro-
vided with a row of apertures, H H, which
slip over the buttons or hooks E E, riveted to
the front exteriorsurface of the bag. The strap
C is provided with aperturesGG, correspond-
ing to those in the flap, which also slip over
the buttons. The long slots g ¢ enable the
strap C to be drawn to the right, so that the
slot ¢’ may be passed over the staple IF and

‘padlocked, the bag then being secured along

its entire mouth. Clamps D D, of leather or
other suitable material, hold the strap C firmly
to the flap B, while allowmg the strap to slide
freely.

TATON, 4

splitting, and to facilitate lacing when neces-

T'o open the bag, it 1s only necessary to re-
move the padloek, slip the strap from the sta-
ple and pull 1t to the left, thus bringing the
buttons and the apertures of strap and flap
into correspondence. A tang, ¢, is attached
to one end of the strap to keep the end from
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sary. If desired, a stud can be placed upon
the face of the strap near the slot ¢/, to pre-
vent thestrap being pulled through the clamps
D D in the process of opening the bag.
Having thus snfficiently described my in- 55

vention, what I claim to be new and useful
and desire to secure by Letters Palent, is the
following:

- In fastenings for mail-bags, the combination
consisting of the herein-described button, at- 6o

tached by its base to the front and exterior of

the bag, near the mouth thereof, a flap ex-

| tending from the rear over the mouth and
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front ot the bag, and provided with apertures
adapted to pass over the head of the herein-
described button, a strap sliding upon the
front of the herein-deseribed flap, and having
corresponding apertures prolonged horizon-
tally into slots adapted to receive the shank
of said button, clamps crossed over the herein- 70
described strap to hold the same against the
flap, an ordinary staple at one end of the
herein-mentioned flap, upon which the slid-
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‘ing strap may be padlocked, with the aid of

a slot cut in said strap, when the bag is 75
closed, all as hereinbefore described, .;md for
the purposes set-forth. .

In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in

presence of two witnesses.

FRANK WHEATON,

Witnesses:
GEo. F. KITCHELL,
O. W. BEALSs.
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