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To all whony it Maly CONCErw :
Be it known that we, LORENZO D. RUNDELL
and PERRY VAN VALKENBURGH of South

‘Westerlo, Albany county, New York, have

‘s invented a new and Improved Thill-Coupling,
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of which the following is a full, complete, and
exact description.

The object of our invention 18 to provide a
new and improved thill-coupling by means
of which thills can be coupled and uncoupled
without removing the bolt.

Qur invention consists in an axle-clip hav-
ing two projecting jaws or lugs, each provided
W]th inwardly-projecting flanges on the ends,
and in a fork seecured on the inner end of the
thill, and having a recess in each side edge of
the front prong.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in w hich Smnlm lettels of reference 1ndicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the shackle or
Trig. 2 is a sectional view of the jack
and a sule view of the fork on the thill, show-
ing the fork in position when the thllls are
lowered. Fig. 3 is a like view, showing the

. fork in the 1)051131011 when the th1lls are mlsed
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The axle-clip A is provided onits outer part

with two parallel horizontally-projecting lugs
or jaws, B, which are provided at the outer

~ ends with vertical flanges C, which project
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manner.
on the ground, the prongs of the fork stand

toward each other, Whl(h ﬂanoes have their
outer edges mLmded so that the flanges will
be pomted or t‘lpel ed toward the lower ends.

Totheecurved inner end of each thillacurved
bar, D, is fastened, theend of which is provided
with a fork, L, which is provided in each side
edge of the front prong with a notch, F, having
beveled ends. A pin or bolt, G, 18 passed
through two lugs or jaws, B, which bolt 1s
held in place by means of a nut in the usual
When the free ends of the thills rest

vertically, as shown in Fig. 2, and can be
passed in between the jaws B, so that the boit
G passes in between the prongs, as shown in

Fig. 2. If the thills are raised, the lower ends |
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| of the prongs of the fork E are swung in the
“direction of the arrow «', whereby the tlanges

C pass into the notches I in the side edges of 50
the front prongs, as shown in Fig. 3, thereby
locking the forks E on the jaws or lugs B,
thus plevenmnn*the fork from beinglifted from
between the jaws or lugs B. If the thills are
lowered again the forks E are brought into the g5
position shown in Fig. 1, and can be lifted ont
from between the lugs The forks E will be
locked to the jaws or lugs B, and cannot be-
come detached, even if the bolt G drops out,
as the forks E can OlllV be removed when 1in
the position shownin Fig. 2, and they can only
have this position when the outer ends of the
thills rest on the ground. If the forks are
moved upward when in the position shown
in Fig. 3, the lower ends of the flanges C strike
aga1nst the back prongs of the forks and pre-
vent the forks being raised. - The thills can
thus be coupled without requiring the bolt G
to be removed or replaced, and cannot become
detached as long as the thills are held in the
thill-loops of the harness on the horse.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— o

1. In athill-coupling, the combination, with 75
the axle-clip A, having jaws B, provided with
inside flanges, C, at the outer ends, of the bar
D, secured to the thill, and having a fork, E,
provided with notches F in the side edges of
the front prong, substantially as herein shown 8o
and described. |

2. In athill-coupling, the combination, with
the axle-clip A, having jaws B, provided with
Inwardly- prO]eetmg ﬁdno'es O, tqpered toward
the lower ends of the bar D secured to the 85
thill, having a fork, L, formed on its end, in
the Side edges of the front prong of ‘which -
notches F are formed, and of the bolt G, sub-
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“stantially as herein shown and descmbed

LORENZO D. RUNDELL. |
PERRY VAN VALKENBURGH.
Witnesses:
GEORGE W. ROBBINS,
JARED REYNOLDS.
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