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{(No model.)

To all whom it QY CONCErw :
Be it known that I, WILLARD D. DORE-
MUS, a citizen of the Umted States, residing

at Washington, in the District of Columbla

“have nwenbed cer tain new and useful Improve--

ments 1n Mail-Bag Fasteners, of which the fol-
lowing is a Speelﬁe&tlon reference being had

-therein to the accompanying drawings.
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My invention relates to. improvements in
devices for securing in a closed condition the
mouths of mail - bafrs, grain -sacks, or other

analogous articles where a ready and efficient

fastening is 1eq1111 ed.

Flume 1 is a top or plan view of my dewce |

Wlth the rope or cord therein. Fig. 2 is
sectional view taken on the line z 2 of Fig. 1.
IFig. 3 18 a detached view of the detent or

“clamp which holds the cord in the casing.

Fig. 4 1s a longitudinal sectional view on the
line v vy, KFig. 1, -

Refeulng to the drawings, A indicates the
main body or casing of the device, and is by
preference made of a short seetion. of a tube
of any suitable metal or other material, the
ends of which are depressed, as at B, so ﬂS to

- form divisions in the ends thereof for the pas-
sage of the rope or cord C, which is arranged
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as shown,
passed throu oh the casing in the same direc-
tion, so as to form a loop or noose, D, in which
the mouth of the bag is gathered and conﬁned
as will more fully appear.

I 1s a detent or clamp, the lower end of

which 1s provided with a projection, ¢, which

1s seated in an opening or hole, b, in the lower

~portion of the casing A, in such a manner

. .f 40
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that the upper contracted portion, ¢, is free
to move back and forth in the slot d. The

lower edge of the clamp or detent I is made,

by preference, of the form shown, to conform
to the interior portion of the casing, and is
provided with recesses e, or serrations, S0 as
to give 1t a firm hold on the cord orrope used
in securing the mouth of the bag. The re-
cesses ¢ may, however, be beveled off, so as
to form a narrow edge-like surface for biting
Ito or impinging more readily on the rope.

The top or contracted portion of the detent

~on the detent,

the two ends of the rope belnw

| that it can be pressed down or P“lled back to 50

release the rope.

j is a ring or loop secured to the end of the
casing A, to afford a finger-hold for the oper-
ator.

My devwe is applied as follows: The ends 55
C C of the rope or cord are passed through
the casing and over the recesses or serrations
¢ ¢1n the detent or clamp Ii. The mouth of
the bag is gathered together, as in the ordi-
Ny tymg process, and passed through the 60
loop or noose D. ’1‘he operator then pulls on
the free ends of the rope with one hand, and
pushes the inner end of the casing A up
against the side of the sack or bag with the

other hand, and on releasing the ends of the 65

rope the expansion of the mouth of the bag
will cause the rope to slide a short distance
lifting or bringing the upper
portion of said detent or clamp forward, clamp-

ing the rope between the detent or clamp and 70

the side of the casing.

In order to effect a more secure or tighter
fastening, when the casing A is slid up to or
against the gathered mouth of the sack, the

opemtm pushes the upper portion of the de- 75 .

tent or clamp forward,and thus pushesthe rope
or cord in contact with the sides of the cas-

ing, without permitting the cord or rope to

slip in the slightest degree.

When 1t is desn ed to release the device, all 8c
that is necessary to be done is to pull on the
free ends of the rope and press the casing
back until the detent or clamp falls for wald
releasing therope; or by simply pressing down

-

or pulling back on the extension ¢ the same 35

result will be accomplished.

. By the devices just described I am enabled
to produce a very cheap, simple, and effect-
ive means for fastening the mouths of sacks,

bags, &e., and where used for mail-bags the go

names of the-larger cities may be stamped or

otherwise placed thereon, so that when placed

on the mail bag or pouch the destination of

such sack 1s 1*eadily determined without the

use of any other indicating device. 95
‘Having thus deseribed my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

o or clamp E projects above the casing A, so | ent, iS—
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I 1. A device for fastening mail-bags, con- | depressed portions B, in combination withthe
. sisting of a short section of a tube prowded detent I& and rope or cord C. 10

with the depressed portions B, formed of one |  Intestimony whereof I affix my Slnnatme in
plece of metal, and a detent or clamp, E, plesence of two witnesses.

S 5. ‘Idapted to fit within said tube- :36(3111011 as set | - WILLARD D. DORDI\IUS
forth. 3 Witnesses: |
2. A device for fastening mail-bags, con-  CHas. E. Dr;m['A'R R

_____ o s1sting of a short-section: of a tube having the
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