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.To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JOUN JACOB TRAVIS,
of Carson City, in the county of Montcalm
and State of Michigan, have invented a new

s and Improved Carriage-Top Fastener, of
which the f{)llOWlIlé, 15 a full clear, and exacb,
descrlptwn |

My invention consists of straps attached
to the bows of buggy and other falling car-

10 riage-tops in a novel manner, for use in fast-
ening the bows together, and to the braces of
the top when the top is down, for preventing

- the flopping of the top by the jolting of the
carriage, to protect them from breaking and
wear, the said straps being so arranged that
when the top 1s up said straps may be so dis-
posed as to serve a useful purpose in staying
the bows and for hand-loops, and so as not to
prevent an unsightly appearance, all as here-

inafter fully described. S

Reference is to be had to the aceompanymg
~ drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference 111d1(,ate
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' corresponding parts in all the figures. |

Figure 1 18 a perspective view of a buggy-
top having straps applied to the bows ac-
cording to my invention. Fig. 2 is a side ele-
vation of the same folded down, and with the
bows secured by the straps. Fig. 3 is a side
view of one of the straps. Fig. 4 is a trans-
verse section of Iig. 2 on the line z . Fig..
b is a detail in longitudinal section of one of
- the carriage-bows and cross-section of one of

the fastening-straps. IKig. 6 is a side eleva-
25 tion of a buggy-top folded down and secured
by the back part of the straps only. Fig. 7

i1s a section of Ifig. 6 on line % 9; and Ilig. 8
is a side elevation of the top in the upright
position, with the straps adjusted for hand-
loops.

On the bow «a, at the lower margin of the
top b, and on the inside of each side. portion
of the bow, 1 attach a strap, ¢, by a screw
or other button headed stud, d, and pins or
tacks d, permanently eonnectmo* sald strap
by extending the stem of the stud through
the bow and riveting it, which said strap is
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made in suitable length to extend to the next

bows ¢ f each way, or to the back bow only, ! this case.

] and butt_on to them by button-studs g, at- so

tached to said bows, the straps having suait-
able button-holes in the ends for the purpose,
and I make the straps ¢ with a short exten-
sion, ¢/, beyond the back bow, and having a
button-hole, ¢®. The str aps are thus dis- 55
posed when the carriage-top is set up for use,
and in that condition they serve to stay the
bows to some extent against the shocks of
the carriage; or the back parts of the straps
may be adjusted for hand-loops %, as in Fig. 60

8, by looping them up to and buttoning the

ends on the studs d; but the most essential
object is to dispose of the straps in this man-
ner, so as not to present an unsightly ap-
'pearanee when the top is up. The principal 65
office of the said straps ¢ is to bind the bows’
together and to the braces & when the top is

let down, to hold the bows down firmly,.so

as to plevent chating and breaking them,
which 1s aecomplished with the said straps 70
when the front parts are used by unbutton-
Ing them at the studs g and passing the back
parts of the straps around the braces & and
buttoning them on the studs d by the exten-
sions ¢/, and passing the front parts around

75

the bows f and 7, and also buttoning the ends

thereof to one of the button-studs d*, em- .
ployed to connect the lower curtains, or any
other stud suitably attached to any one of the
bows for the purpose, thus securing the bows
to the braces, by which they will be held
much more compactly, and so as not to be
thrust up and down to such extent by the
jolting of the carriage, as they otherwise
would. In case the side curtains may be at- 8z
tached to the bows, when it may be desired

to connect the bows to the braces in this man-
ner by the back part of the straps, they may
be passed over the upper ends of the cur-

tains.
The bows may all be connected to the braces
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I by the back parts only of the straps, as rep-

resented in Fig. "7, if preferred, the back -
parts of the Straps belnﬂ‘ passed under said -
braces and up to the front bows and buttoned g5
thereto on the curtain-buttons ¢ The front
parts of the straps may be dispensed with in
By thus confining the bows the .
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R carriage will ride easier, and will also rdraw |+ 2: The straps ¢, attached at their middleto -+«
------------------------- easier. the bows @, and provided at their ends with-
----- ~ Having thus fully described my 1nven't10n 1| button-holes, in combination with the buttons
oo relaim as new and desire to secure by Letters. g on the bows e fat their upper ends, where- 15
s Patent— by the strap may serve as a brace, substan- =
'''''''''' 1. The combination of the stlaps ¢ with the. .tmlly as setforth. - - oo oo
bows of a carriage-top, said straps being at- .
'::::::::f;@;;;@;;;;;z;é;taeheda.tornearthem1dd]eto-onebowa S JOH\ TACOBTR*XTIS3'3'3'33777
and adapted to fasten around the bows and o WItnesSes:
.. ... . ... 10 the braces 2, toc(}nﬁne-the-bowswhenthemp A. D. MOORE, o
:;:;:;:;-;:;:;:;:f;;_:;;;;.,g.fo]deddown substantially as described. oo O B CO.WIBS.- ..........
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