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To all rwhom it may concern :

- Be it known that I, JouN HALL, of Boston, | to a height to be in contact with or encompass

in the county of Suffolk, of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, have invented anew and use-
ful Improvement in Signal-Torches for Navi-
gable. Vessels, &e.; and I do hereby declare
the same to be described in the following speci-

- fication and represented in the accompanying
~drawings, of which—- |
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I3

Figure 1 1s a side elevation, and Fig. 2 a
vertical and longitudinal section, of an appa-
ratus or signal-torch of my invention, the na-
ture of which is defined in the claims herein-
after presented.

Lt 1s customary at sea when a ship or vessel
18 being approached by another or a steamer at
night to display a torch as a signal to the ap-
proaching vessel of the character and conti-

guity of that toward which it may be moving.
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In case of the weather being thick or foggy,

1t frequently becomes very necessary for the

lighting of the torch to be sudden or very
speedily effected. With my invention this
can be done to excellent advantage. o

In the drawings, A denotes a pot or can or
vessel for holding essential oil of turpentine or
other readily inflammable or suitable liguid.
B i1s a cover adapted to encompass the upper
part and close the mouth of sueh vessel. From
this cover a tube, C, extends down into the
potand opens through snch cover.
a, projecting from the tube at its lower end, a
torch or sponge, D, or other suitable liguid-
absorbent matter is affixed. | -

K 1s a fire-arm, pistol, or revolver, whose
barrel 6 isinserted downward and closely with-
in thetube C. If, now, we suppose the cham-
bers of the rotary magazine of such fire-arm

or revolver to be duly supplied with percus- |

sion cartridges or shells loaded with gunpow-

der, but without short or ball in them, and the |

To a wire,

and saturate the torch or sponge D, the appa-
ratus will be ready for use. To useit, the pis-
tol, with the cover and torch connected there-
with, are to be quickly withdrawn from the
pot and inverted, and the pistol is to be dis-
charged. The flame emitted from it will at
once set fire to the liquid of the sponge or
torch, and should any of it drop or fall from

| pot to be supplied with spirits of turpentine
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the sponge toward the person holding the pis- .

tol, it will be intercepted by the cover, which
will thus serve as a shield to the hand grasp-

ing the stock of the pistol. On quickly re-

turning the sponge and cover to the pot, the
flame may be extinguished without setting fire
to the liquid contents of the pot. |

The pistol, while serving as a means of light-

ing the toreh, answers as a handle thereto. It

need not be a revolver, as it may be a single
or a double barreled fire-arm, provided the
socket or tube C for its reception be properly
made; but a revolver is preferable, as it may
occasionally occur that a single discharge of it
may not suffice to inflame the torch.

The report of the pistol at its discharge upon

the torch will serve as an additional warning

to the approaching vessel.

I claim—-

1. The combination of the pot or can and
1ts cover with the torch and pistol or fire-arm
adapted to such cover, so as to operate sub-
stantially and for the purpose as set forth.

2. The combination of the can or pot and
its cover with the torch and the pistol-barrel

-socket or receiving-tubeadapted tosuch cover,
essentially as represented. | |

'VVituesses: | .
R. H. EDDY,
E. B, PrATT,

JOHN HALL.
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