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I'o all whom it may concern :

Be it Lnown_ that I, JoHN S. BAILEY, of
Buckingham, in the county of Bucks and
State of Pennsy]vann have invented a new

5 and Improved M&il-Ba-g, of which the follow-

Ing is afull, clear, and exact deseription.

J’his invention relates to certain improve-
ments 1n mail-bags; and it consists of the con-
struction, auanmment, and combination of ;

10 parts, all ‘LShelelll‘Lftel described and elaimed.

Reference 1s to be had to the ace ompanying -
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference Illdl(}&te

- - corresponding parts 1n all the figures.

15  Figurelisasectional elevation of the mouth
of the bag, taken on the line ww of Plg. 2,
showing the bag closed and locked. Fig. 2is

a front view of the upper end of the bag.
I‘lo" 3 is a rear view, showing the hasp 1 msed

20 I‘Jg 418 a seet_lolnl plan view taken on the
line y v of Fig. 5. Fig. b is a front view of

one of the side joints of the frame. Tig. 61is |
“a seectional plan VIBW taken on the line # x of
Fig. 1, and Fig. 7 [ 18 a plan view of the mail-

25 bag frame.

A represents the main leather body of the
mail-bag, which body may be of the ordinary
or of any approved construction, Sue, and

- form.

30 - To the upper edges of the bhody S_ are ses
| cmed by the 1lvets «, the four P-shaped me-
tallic 1ibs BB B B, which are hingedtogether
at their euds, as shown at b b and V' Z)’, and
~counstitute the frame of the mail-bag.

35 Over the upper edge of the body A and
| over the plates B is meped the outer cover-

ing-leather, C, which is secured in place Dby
the lower rivets,.c, and upper rivets, d and
- d', and the said covering-leather C mc]oseq

40 also, upon the inside of the plates B, the ehsh
tic strips or tubes D of soft rubber, which are
arranged to come fairly together when the
mail-bag 1s closed, and are of such size as to
compress each other, as illustrated in Fig. 1,

- 45 when the bag is closed, so that by this com-
pression they are caused to make the bag wa-
ter and dust tight at its mouth. The rivets

@, besides serving to hold the outer leather,

- C in place, also hold in place upon the out-

o 50 sule of the bag the label-plate E, which is
| bent at its edoes as shown at ee, I‘lgs 1 and i

| 2, to receive and hold the metal end labels, T7,

on which is indicated the route of the mfml-
bag, as will be understood from Fig. 2

To one of the joints o’ of the frame of the

bag is secured the plate or shield G, which is
formed upon the inner surface with the fin-
gers g ¢, which serve, when the bag 1s closed,
to brace the plates B, and to grasp or enter
small orifices in the inner ends of the labels
I for holding them securely in place, as will
be understood from Figs. 1 and 6, and upon
the upper edge of the shield or .plate G is
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formed the eye or staple plate £, on which the -

hasp-plate H is adapted to be placed and

locked by the bolt ¢ of the lock I, entering a

suitable recess made in the stapleﬂplate f, or

by the padlock J, the bow of which 1s passed
through the eye of the staple-plate f, as shown
in dotted lines in Fig. 2. Attached to the
other joint &’ of the frame of the mail- -bag 1S
the plate orshield K, to whieh the hasp-plate
H 1is hinged, and this plate K, like the plate
or shield G, is formed upon the inner surface
with the ﬁnﬂ ers or studs %, (shown in Fig. 1,)
which serve to brace the frame of the bag
when the bag is closed, and thus strengthen
the joint. The lock I is attached to the un-
der side of the hasp H, so.as to be concealed

when the bag is loched, as wiil be understood

from Fig. 1.

To the plates B, near the outer hinges b
are attached the plates /i, on which the num-

ber of the bag is formed, as shown 1n Ifig.
b, and upon the staple-loops j 7, whieh attach
the handle Lto the bag, are attached the plates

or tablets //, for numbering and dating the

bag. ~
When the lock I is used for 1001-,.1110* the bag,
the bolt 2 will be operated for unlockmﬂ the

‘bag bya suitable key passed through the key-

hole m, made through the ha-sp - plate H.

'(Shown in Fig. 3.)

- Having thus described my invention, I claim
aSnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent-—-

1. The combination, with the jointed frame
of a mail-bag, of the shield- -plate G, attached
to one of the center joints of the Sfud frame,
and provided with fingers on its inner face for

bracing the fla,me 'md for holdmﬂ* the labels,

as set fmth
2. The combination of the jointed frame of
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- amall-bag and asuitable hasp, with the shield [ gers on its inner face, and with a staple onits
upper end, and a similar plate attached to the
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G, attached to one of the center joints b of |

Salcl frame, and formed with a staple-plate, f,
substantially as set forth.

3. The combination, with the jointed frame
of amail-bagand a snitable staple, of the plate

K attached to one of the joints b, and formed

with the bracing-fingers & on it8 inner face
and the hasp-plate H, hinged to plate, substan-

tially as set forth.

4. The combination, with the jointed frame
of a mail-bag and label-holding plate E, on
either side of one of the joints &', of the plate
G, attached fo the said joint 4, and provided

-on-its under side with fingers g, whereby the

sald fingers will hold the label firmly within

the label - plate, and serve as a brace to the
frame, substantially as set forth.

5. The combination of the jointed {frame of
a mail-bag with a plate or shield attached to
one of the central joints and formed with

fin-

i

opposite joint and formed with fingers on its
inner face, and having a hinged hale on 1its
upper end, whereby when the hinged iframe
is closed the fingers of the two plates ‘will brace
said central jointed portions, and the hasp be
made to engage said staple, substantially as
set forth.

6. The combination of the main leather
body A of the bag, metal plates B at the up-
per edge thereof, and elastic strips or tubes D
below the edge, with the outer leather, C,
folded to embrace the outer and inner edges

material, and rivets for securing said parts to-
ﬂethel Subst%utnllv as shown md described.
J OH‘\T S. BAILEY.
Witnesses: .
‘HeNRY C. MICHEN ER,
J. RosnT BAILEY.
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-of the bag and inclose the plates and elastic -
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