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" UNITED STATES

P ATENT

ENOCH OSGOOD, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

POST-OFFICE BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent;N 0. 206,772, dated April 15, 1884%.

Applieation filed Getober 26, 1880, Eﬂﬁeweﬂ October 16, 1883. (N model.)

To all whom & may concert:

Be it known that I, EXocH O8G0O0D, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, have invented
certain new and usefulimprovementsin auto-
matic guards to prevent parties from thrust-
ing their hands through post-office boxesto ab-
stract letters and other mail-matter from other

boxes; and I do declare the following to be a
full, elear, and exact description of theinven-

tion, such as will enable others skilled in the

~ art to which itappertains to make and usethe
- same, reference being had to the accompany-

13

20

30 p . Fig. _
through it on line s s of Fig. 1.
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~ af the front or outer end of the box. A shaft
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ing drawings, and to the lettersand figures of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification. o

My invention relates to post-office boxes for
the distribution of letters and other mall-mat-
ter to the rightful owners. Post-office boxes
of the present day are so constructed that when

the door of a box is opened there is nothing

to prevent any one from thrusting his hand
through the hox and abstracting the contents
of otber boxes. To prevent this pilfering, I
have constructed an automatic rack or guard.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 18

a longitudinal sectional view through a post-

office box to-which my invention is applied,
showing its different parts and their relative
ositions. Fig. 2is a horizontal sectional view

As ordinarily constructed, post-office boxes
have their rear or inner ends open for the re-
ception of the mail-matter distributed by the

officials in charge of the office, and the front |

or outer ends closed by hinged doors. This
construction is such that there is nothing to

hinder a person able to open the door of one

box from thrusting the hand and arm through

the open box and abstractingletters and other |

mail-matter contained in adjoining boxes.

 The object of my inventionis to so Improve
the interior of the boxes as to provide against

this opportunity for dishonesty; and it con-
sists in the means hereinafter described by
which the rear or inner end of the box is au-
tomatically closed by the opening of the door

or arbor, A, (see drawings,) of any suitable

material, metal being preferred, is provided

with a reduced journal, ¢, on each end, of a

1

length equal to half the thickness of the sides
B of the box, so that it can be duplicated 1
all the boxes. Through this shaft 1 drill five
holes, ¢, more or less, and firmly secure five
spring-wires, more or less. 1 then wind the
spring-wiresaround the shaft three times,more
or less, to givethem sufficient spring, 80 asnov
to bend by use in springing from top to bottom
of the box. I then cut them off long enough €o
to strike the bottom ¢ of the bex at an angleot
about forty-five degrees when the shatt A 1S
rocked in the necessary direction.
| In the rocking shaft A, I cut a groove, b, 118
| whole length, when I use thespring-strips P, 65

made of brass or any other suitable metal, 1n-
stead of drilling holes, as when spring-wires
are used. The outer ends of the spring-strips
P are bifurcated or serrated, and are made
sharp. I then firmlysecure crosswise to them 70
and on the inner or coiled ends of thesestrips
P, a cross-bar, T, that will fit into the groove
b. The bars T are made a little longer than
the width of the spring-strips P, so as to leave
a, desired space between them when they are 7
put onto the shaft A. I then placethe cross-
bars T into the groove b in the shaft A and
wind the spring-strips P around it a sufficient
number of times to allow them to easily spring
up and down the height of the box without 80
bending,which will, by the coils of the Spring
P, secure the cross-bar T in the groove b, 80
that they will not turn on theshaft A, not un-
like the manner in which the drum-arbor 1s
secured to a watch-spring. S5

Through the end of the shaft A, near the

side of the box on which the door is hung, 1
| drill another holetosecurea stud or arm,e, with

a slotted head, through which a hole is drilled
to receivea pin for securing the conunecting-rod go
» and making a loose joint. I thenborea hole,
h, through each side of the box near the top,
the size of the journals « a, (see Fig. 2;) and
slot every other hole, (both holesmay be slot-
ted;) or a metal socket may be secured to the g
edge of thebox Bto receivethejournals ¢ a, -
stead of making holes through it. I then put
the shaft A, when furnished with the spring- .
wires w, or the strips P with connecting-rod 7, -
attached in the holeand slot whenthe metallic 1oo
journal-boxes are not used, and fasten a cap
over the journals @ ¢ to keep the shaft A In
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lateral motion by a bar, . |
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place, and attach the connecting-rod # to the |
door D of the box, at any point desired, by a

pivot-pin, after the rod » has been properly
bent to fit its place. The outer ends of the

wires w are sharpened and bent forward to-

ward the door, and are secured together as to

ZTo:connect the spring-strips P together as to
lateral motion, I uselinks hooked onto hooks
secured to the spring-strips P, thus forming a

guard, E, which will have a more uniform

bearing on uneven surfaces. All post-office
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- be seen.
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boxesareto besimilarly provided with guards,
according to the formand size of the box, which
will produce the same results. S
Theoperationof the device is obvions,as will
When the door is closed, the guard
1s held up to thetop of the box, and leaves its
inner end open and unobstructed, as shown in

tull lines on the drawings. 'When the dooris

opened, the guard is thrown downto or on the

-bottom of the box, and prevents the putting

~of a hand throngh the box. Anylifting of the
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guards will tend to close the door of the box.
Other appliances may be used,which will pro-
ducethe same result, that will cover the whole -

surface of the inner end of the box, but they
are not as practicable. - -
T'his invention not only aets as a protection

agalnst thieves, but it also prevents letters or

other mail-matter from being blown back into

the post-office when the door of the box is open, |
-as 1s often the case when the wind blowsin the

outer halls, requiring many clerks to strictly

206772

attend to the boxes at business hours. It
makes no difference whether there is but one

letter in the box or a box full,as it is all open

at the inner end when the door is closed, and
all closed when the door is open, unless there
18 some mail-matferin the box of such form as
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to prevent the guard E from springing down,

drawn out. |
- Having described my invention, what I

- claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,

18— .+
- 1. Ina post-office box,a rocking shaft mount-
ed at the rear end thercof, and provided with
a suitable guard deviee, said shaft being con-
nected to the door, substantially as set forth,

‘whereby when the door is opened the shaft

which it will do as soon as the mail-matter is
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will be rocked to throw down the guard de-

vice and close the rear end
stantially as set forth.
2. Ina post-office box, a rocking shaft pro-
vided with a series of spring wires or Strips,
sald shaft being mounted as described, and
connected to the front door by a rod,whereby
when the door is opened, said shaft will be
rocked to throw down the guard-strips and
close the rear end of the box,
as herein set forth: |
Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. | -
| | - KNOCH OSGOOD.

of the box, sub-

Witnesses:
GEO. M. LOCKWOOD,
J. W. BABRON,
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substantially
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