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To all whom it may concermn: :

‘Be it known that I, HIATMER H. STONE, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
town of Rockford, in the county of Winnebago

< and State of Illinois, have invented a new and
7 useful Fruit-Picker, of which the following is
o speeification. | o
- This invention relates to a class of fruit-
pickers designed to pick fruit from trees,
1o such as apples, pears, peaches, or other tree-
fruits. Its object is to gather fruits without
permibtting them to fall from the tree to the
- ground, to prevent injuring the fruit, and also
to provide a picker by which the fruit may be
15 readily gathered from all parts of the iree.
To this end I have designed and constructed
the fruit-picker represented 1n the accompa-
nying drawings, in which— -
Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved
»o picker, and Fig. 2 is a central vertical see-
 fion cub on dotted line X, | : |
- In the figures, A represents the main sup-
porting-rib of my improved picker, which 1
this instance is produced from malleable ma-
2z terial, preferably from cast-iron made mal-
leable. Thismain supporting-rib is produced
in a suitable curve, to give to the picker an
easy oval or curving outline of pockes or bas-

ket form. The lower end portion, B, of this |

2o curved rib is prodonced in shang form, and In
- this instance is screw-threaded, to enter a han-
dle, C, bored toreceiveit., This handle Cmay

‘be of any required length, and its bored end

is provided with a ferrule, D, to prevent split-
25 ting and oive strength to the connection. ‘I'he

upper end of the curved supporting-rib is pro-

vided with a pair of picking-arms, E, project-

ing from its inner curved face, opening in ¥
form as they extend from the face of the rib.

40 The inner curved face of therib A is provided
~ at proper intervals with suitable inward-pro-
jecting points, F, suitably separated to receive
the wire from which the basket or receptacle
portion of the picker Is produced, and of prop-

45 er dimensions to nearly embrace the wire

when their points are bent or clinched over

the wire in such a manner as to hold the re-

ceptacle fixed in position to the curved rib.

| H represents the wire from which the bas-.
o ket-formed receptacle or pocket portion of the

‘picker is produced. This wire is wound or

iy

or pocket having its largest spiral coll at 1fs

upper open end, which is connected with the

i upper end of the curved rib immediately un-

der the ¥V -formed arms, from which point it de-
scends in easy spiral eurves, diminishing in di-
ameterasthey descend toward theshank of the
rib, and each alternate eoil In this Instance 1s
conneected with the rib by means of the elinch-
points ¥. The extreme lower end of the wire
from which the receptacle is formed 18 passed
through the shank and clinched, as shown af
I. Thiseclinching connection with the clinch-
points I serves to fix the receptacle to the
shank ih such a manner that the walls of the
receptacle will yield under pressure, to pre-
vent injury to the fruit. The upper end of

' the receptacle-wire 1s connected to the upper

coil at the side thereof, opposite to the curved
supporting-rib, by winding its end at K round
the wire of the eoil.

In thé use of my improved fruit-picker the
operator, by means of the handle, which 1s of

rod form, ean place the picker under the fruit
in such position that the fruit will hang in the

receptacle, and the stem thereof will be re-
ceived between the V-formed picking-arms in

such a manner that a slight puil or twist, or
Doth, nupon the handle will strip the fruit from

its fastening and permit it to drop into the
vielding receptacle. When the receptacle 18
filled, or at any time when desired, it can be
lowered to discharge the fruit therefrom, and
if in this operation it is lowered with the sup-
porting-rib downward the picking-arms will
operate to hold the fruit in the receptacie.
When the receptacie 18 lowered o the posi-

tion to discharge the fruif, the receptacle, by

means of the handle or otherwise, is'then
turned or rolled to bring the curved rib on the
upper side, in which position the fruibt will
roll or be discharged from the receptacle. In
this instance I have employed a metallic

curved supporting-rib, which 1 prefer; but
instead thereof a wood bar may be employed,

or & wire doubled to form the shank to enter
thehandle, having its branchessuitably curved
and coiled arcund the coils of the receptacle,

‘and having its outer ends bent inward over
the upper or ocuter coil of the receptacle and

opening in V¥ form, substantially as the pick-

ing-arms hereinbefore described, may be em-

coiled in spiral form, producing a receptacle | ployed.
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~ From the construction of my improved
fruit-picker it will be seen that when de-
tached from the handle the parts can be read-
ily bundled or packed separately in packages

convenient for storage, transportation, orship-

ment with safety, :amd when 1equ1red can be
readily connected for use.

I elaim as my invention—

1. The herein-described fruit-picker, con-
sisting, essentially, of a spirally-coiled wire
receptacle and a supporting-rib, when con-

- structed and arranged substantially as and for

15

the purpose set forth.

2. The herein-described fruit-picker, con-
sisting, essentially, ol aspirally-coiled wire re-
ceptacie, a

curved supporting-rib, and a rod |

| handle, said picker having a detachable con-

nection with the handle, substantially as and

for the purpose set forth.

'3.. The combination, with a supporting-rib

having a detachable screw-threaded connec- .
tion with a rod handle, picking-arms project-

ing laterally from its upper end in V form,
and clinch-points projecting from 1its inner

face, of a spirally-wound receptacle fixed to

the supportlng -Tib, substantmlly as and for
the purpose set forth.

HIALMER H. STONE.

Witnesses:
JACOB BEHEL,
A. O. BEHEL.
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