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- 45 ards e, near the inner upper ends, wire cords
- d, which cross each other and are fastened to

10 making a part of this specification, and to the

- of trestles forscaffolding adapted to be folded

- 20 1n a compact form when not in use; and the

25 tended to any desired height, and irmly and

L 30 sftr uc{mn this trestle is easily handled, and
35 above stated I attain b:y the counstraction sub-

. : 40 of the trestle, pmmded with cross-braces ¢ and

- opposite sections, said wire cords beingdrawn |

5o forming very strong though extremely light
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To all whom it ma 7 CONCETTL: '

~ Be it known that I, Joux T. MILLER, a

- citizen of the United States residing at Men-

- phis, in the @ount*; of Scotland and State of |
5 Missouri, have invented certain new and use- |
- ful Impmvemems in Trestles for Se&ffoldmg?
and I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
reference bemﬂ' had to the annexed dmwmﬂ‘s, :

letters mld figures Of reterenee mmked there-
" on.
- Figure 1 of the dmwmﬂ*s is a perspective

- view of myinvention rea,dy for use. Fig.21s
15 @ similar view of the same 1n ifs falded pesu
~ tion. |
~ The present mwntmn has relation to cer-
‘tain newand useful i improvements in that class

- object thereof is to provide a trestle that will
hestrong, durable, and simple in its construc- |
tion, and, in addition to the aav'mtage of |

- folding t@ﬂ'&ther when not in use, may be ex-

- securely held in such extended position with-
- out danger to the workman, it being capable
~ of sustaining a great amount of Te»ei*ﬂ"}:m and

owing to ItS lwhtness and SlHlp]lGItj?’ of con-

Sectmns when expanded, the seetlons when in
their expanded pﬂsmmm being kept securely
apart by jointed spreaders e, pivotally se-
cured to the standards ¢ at or near theu up- 55
per and lower ends. |

To prevent the wire- .cord braces from sag-
oging outwardly when the trestle is folded up,
I employ a spiral spring or elastic cord, f, the
ends of which are loosely secured around said 6o
braces at their point of crossing, the contract-
ing force of said spring or elastic cord acting

| to take up the slack and draw the wire cords

inwardly when the sections are brought to-
gether in their folded position. 65
The standards ¢ of the sections A B are each
provided with a groove extending its entire
length, said grooves acting as guides . for
spring-bolts g, secured to the lower horizontal

{ braces, and extending through the standards 7o

of extensible sections C D, said sections being

similar in construction to the ones A B, with
the exception that their cross and horizontal
braces are located upon the inside instead of
the outside. Secured to theupper ends of the 75

| standards of these sections C D are suitable
-angle-irons, h, which act as hinges and form
“bearings for a cross-piece, E, upon which to

rest the board or boards forming the stage or

‘platform of the seaffoldm said cross-piece 8o

being preferably rounded, to prevent the tres-

- may be readily carried about from place to | tles from rocking by the sageing of the stag-

place, tosuit the convenience of its owner, and
is also capable of being manufactured at a
~greatly-reduced eost. Thaﬂ-se several objects

stantially asshown in the accompanying draw-

- ings, and means hereinafter more fully de-
ser 1bed

In the dmmnﬂs A B represent two sections

“horizontal braees b, the latter being secured to

~ the sections near their upper and lawer ends, |

“at the termini of the cross-braces. These sec-
~ tions A B havesuitably secured to their stand-

the lower inner ends of the standards of their

- taut when the sections  are expanded, thus

ing or platform. 'The nmoved standards ¢ of
the sections A B are provided with perfora-
tions arranged at suitable distances apart, said 85

.perfomtions extending through the ungrooved

portion of these standards on a line with the
direction of and forming bearings for the
spring-bolts g of the sections C D thus ad-
mitting of these latter sections belna raised or go
lowered to smt the convehience of the work-

- INan,

Depending from the upper homzontal brace
of one of the sections C D is a loop or spiral
spring, ¢, having hung thereto a ring, %, from g3
which depend cords or wires conneetmg with
a lever, I, pivotally securedd to the lower hori-
zontal br{we of said sections, said leverin turn
beipg suitably connected to the ends of the
spring-bolts g. 110G

To withdraw the bolts from any ef the per-

'br_a{,u@, to prevent Iateral motion of the said forations in the grooved standards of the sec-
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-~ tions A B with which thejr may be engaged, it | their upper and lowerends, said sections hav- 45
ing their standards grooved and perforated to

18 only necessary to draw up the ring %k, and
thereby, through the medinm of the cords and
levers, the bolts are drawn back and the sec-

tions C D raised or lowered, as may be de-
sired. That portlon of the bolts which enters |
the perforations in said standards when draw n

- back slides in the grooves, and thus prevents

IO

s

‘the sections from beeommﬂ* dlsenﬂ*aged during

this operation.
Though I have described the cords or wires

as engaging with the pivoted lever, in turn.
connected with thespring-bolts, this lever may
be dispensed with, and the cords or wires ar-

ranged to engage directly with said bolts; or

other sultable means may be employed for thelr |

withdrawal.-
The hinged sections C D if desired, may be

- removed from the sections A B:and used as 9

. 20

23

short trestle, it being a trestle in 1tself when

thus detached.
- Not only can the sectmns C D be used for

an independent trestle, but the ones A B may

also be thus used, as they are kept firmly apart

by their spreaders ¢, and a board or boards
forming the stage or platform of the scaffold-

- standardsor upon theupper horizontal braces.

30

- Having now fully described my invention,-

what I cla,lm and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A trestle for soaﬁo]dmg, consisting of bwo

outer expansible sections and two inner see-

~ tions hinged together at their tops, these lat-

35

40

ter sections being removably connected to the
outer sections and capable of extension in re-

lation thereto, and when-extended securely

locked and supported in position by the means |

substantially as herein described, the entire
device being adapted to fold towether, as and
for the purpose set forth.

2. The two outer sectmns constructed sub-
stantially as described, and provided with

. jointed spreaders plvotally secured at or near |

| tially as and for the purpose specified.
‘Ing may be either laid upon the tops of their

form guides and bearings for suitable bolts
connected to the inner hmged sections, as and-

for the purpose specified.
3. Theouterfolding sections, constr neted as

50'

“herein - desecribed, and prowded with wire -

cords adapted to eross each other in opposite -

‘directions, substantially as shown, to form

braces when said sections are expanded and

“held apart by their spreaders, and a spiral

Spring or an elastic cord having its ends loose-
ly secured around said wire cords at their

point of crossing, as and for the purpose set
forth.

4, The two inner sections, 'constructed sub-

stantially as deseribed, and provided at their
-upper ends with smt&ble angle-irons which

form bearings for a Supportmo Cross - plece,
and in connectlon therewith hingesfor the sec-

tions, said sections having connected to their

lower horizontal bracessuitable bolts adapted
to slide'in grooves and-engage with the per-
forationsin the standards in the outer sections,
and means for operating said bolts, substan-

perforated standards, and prowded with wire-
cord braces'and jointed spreaders, in combi-

nation with a spiral spring or elastic cord

loosely secured to said wire braces, and the
hinged inner sections having a suitable cross-

piece, and provided with spring-bolts and

means for operating the same, as and for the
purpose set forth.

In testimony that I c¢laim the ab{)ve I have:

hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

JOHN T. MILLER.

Witnesses:
N. E. OLIPHANT,
GEO. R. PORTER

55
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- 5. The two outer sections, constructed sub-
stantially as. described, havmrr grooved and

75

30
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