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To all whom it may concern:
Beitknownthat], CORWLLIDSA VAN WAG-

ENER, of Ellenville, in the coupty of Ulster
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drop to the gmund

and State of New York, haveinvented certain
new and useful Impmvements in Fire-kEs-

capes; and I do hereby declare the following

to bea full, clear, and exact description of the-

invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

My invention relales to an improvement in
fire-escapes, the object of the same being to

provide a small neat deviee which may be

carried around, and at the same time strong,
durable, and efficient in use; and with these
ends in view my invention consists in certain
novel features of construction and combina-
tions of parts, as will be hereinaiter explamed
and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Flgure 1 15,'

a view of my improved device. Fig. 2 1s

detached view of the friction device.

A represents the friction- holder, construct-

ed of steel, iron, or other desired meta}_ ‘made |

in a Strmghb spiral, or zigzag form, and pro-
vided at each end with a ring, . Near each
end of this friection device, and rigidly secured
thereto, is an open loop or ring, B, the. ends
of which pass each other. To the lower ring,
@, is removably secured, preferably by asnap-

| heok a leather belt or equwalent C, adapted

to be fitted and securely buckled around the
body of the person using the escape.
"When it is desired to use my improved de-

viee, it 1s simply necessary to fasten one end.
1a friction device, ar ound which the rope or

wireis wound, provided at or near its opposite

of a rope or wire, D, to a projection or other
stiitable article, and allow the other end to
The vope or wire D 1s

then shpped into the apper openring or loop,

B, by entering it' between the ends thereof,

The rope or wire is then coiled or wound

around the friction device A a suitable num:
ber of times, and then slipped into the lower

ioop, B. The belt C is buckled around the
body and secured to the lower ring, @, by
means of the snap-hook.

ready to descend, the friction of the rope and
friction dence causing the. descent to be very

closed rings employed.

The person is then :

.slow, which may be checked altogether by a.

| pull on the rope below the friction holder or

device.
It will be seen that by employing open 100DS
or rings B near the endsof the holder it avoids

the necesmty of running the wholeropethrough:

the loop, commencing with the lower end

which would necessa;ulv be the case were
‘Tnstead of attaching

one end to 2 hook or projection rigidly se-

{ cured to the building, it may be secured to

the upper ring, «, of the holder, the rope then
passing around a pulley secured over the win-
dow. By this arrangement, after one person

has descended, by simply removing the rope
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from the lower loop, B, and 11]’_‘1{',01111]{?"1;116 same .

from around the h{}lder the latter may be

raised by the rope, and canbe used u ntilevery

pel son has descended.
My invention is exceedingly simple, stron
and economical in construction, practical and

| éfficient in use, and at the same time small,
‘neat, and pmtable

Havmﬂ* fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire toseecure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. In a fire- -escape, the combination, with
the rope or wire, of a frietion-holder hfwmﬂ' 2

spiral body, around and through which the

rope or wire is wound, and provided .at each

' end with a ring and an open loop, the ends of
| which latter pass each other, and a belt re-
' movably secured to the lower ring and the

holder, Subgtﬂntmllv as set forth.
2. The combination, with a rope or wire, of

ends with open loops, the ends of which lat-

ter pass each other, and a belt remov ably se-

cured to the lower end of the frictjon device.
In testimony whereof 1 have signed this

specification in the presence of two subsmlb
ing witnesses. |

CORNELIUS A. VAN WAGET\TER

Witnesses:
WiLLTAM A. HOAR,

JoHN J. BOYCE.
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