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- Jo all whom it may concern: o
Be it known that I, WiLLiaM T. T. MER-
RILL, a citizen of the United States, residing
- “at Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
5 and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Sus-
pender-Buckles ; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, reference being had to
10 the accompanying drawings, which form part
- of this specification, in which— '
Figure 1is a face view of my improved
- buckle. Fig. 2 is a back view of the same.
~ Fig. 3 is a vertical cross-section.
15 borizontal section on line 2 z of Fig. 1. Fig.
0 18 a plan view of the blank for the buckle-
frame, and ‘Fig. 6 is a similar view of. the
blank for the tongue. -
20 buckles, and has for its object the provision
of a buckle of novel construction, wherein the
. suspender cloth or web will be held in place
by the conjoint pressure of a, spring-clamp and
a ilanged tongue, while remaining suseeptible
of ready adjustment, and the.necessity of a
toothed or serrated fastening, which has many
disadvantages, entirely dispensed with.
In suspender-buckles as commonly used, it

1s customary to employ an unyielding metallic |
frame, with a toothed or serrated tongue piv-

30 _ . .
oted thereto, while various expedients serve

- as the means of attachment of the suspender-
straps, the buckle-frame constituting the part

- U0 which the straps are attached. Where a
35 toothed or serrated tongue is used, it is more
or less objectionable, because it is not only

~ troublesome to adjust and fasten, but is a

souree of injury and disficurement to fine

goods. In the employment of a plain-edged
tongue, as the same has been applied, it has
heretofore been found difficult to render the
tongueeltective as a fastening. This difficulty
has been owing to the peculiar relation of the
tongue to the other parts of the buckle, and
the absence of any expedient to re-enforce the
delicate pressure which the tongue obtains on
the web. - S |

My improvement contemplates obviating
these disadvantages, as well as ‘many others:

50 and hence it consists in the novel construction
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Fig. 4 is a |

This invention has relation to suspender-:

- duced for the passage of the

. ment of the suspender-straps..

| of the buckle frame and tongne, wherein the

prominent features are, first, a buckle-frame
made of sheet metal ** struck up’’ or bent into
shape, and formed with  a yielding spring-

clamp to embrace and, with the tongue, bind 55

the web or suspender-cloth and hold it firmly
1n place; second, a flanged plain-edged buckle-
tongue constructed and adapted for the at-
tachment of the suspender-straps, and formed
S0 as to rest in a slot in the back part of the 6o

- buckle-frame, and impinge upon and bind the

suspender cloth or web between its flange and
the spring-clamp of the frame. S
Beferring to the accompanying drawings, A.
designates the buckle-frame, made by stam p- 65
ing or cutting from a sheet of metal the blank _
shown in Fig. 5, and then ¢ strikingup?’ or
bending inwardly the wings « ¢ until their
edges «’ @’ are brought close together, and an
elongated narrow space, b, is left between the 70
wings and the front part,c. Slots d ¢’ are pro-
_ suspender-web,
and a slot or opening, e, is formed in the front

‘part, ¢, for thereception of the tongue. When
 the frame is made from suitable

| metal, the 75
wings a « are elastic, and when bent as shown
produce a-spring-clamp which will yield from
Inside pressure, but which will exert a bind-
1ng force or pressure inwardly against the web.
The tongue H is also cut or stamped from 8o
sheet metal, producing the blank shown in
Fig. 6, which is afterward bent so as to have
the flange 7 at a right angle with the plate I,

A loop or eye is formed at 7 for the attach-
The completed 85
tongue and frame are fitted together so as to
bring the flanged portion within the space b,
while the loop or eye portion depends outside,
The web or suspender-cloth is attached by

‘passing it through the two slots ¢ @, and then go |

down through the space b, the tongue being
raised or turned so as to leave the Space b
open. Now, by burning the tongue down, the
edge of the flange 4’ is brought to impinge

~against the web, the clamp yielding so as to al- %

low the flange to oceupy the full normal width
of the space b. In this way the spring-press-
ure is brought into effect and the wel tightly
held between the clamp and the tongue. The
tendency of any pull in the direction of the 100



10

20

2

length of the web is to render the fastening
more secure; henee, when the suspender 18 on

‘the wearer, the strain on the former has no

tendency to loosen the fastening of the buckle,
but, if anything, tends to inercase it.

To adjust the suspender, all that 1s neces-
sary is to lift the tongue, when the web, be-
ing released, can be drawn freely through the
space 0. - |

What T elaim as my invention 1s as follows:

1. A suspender-buckle having a frame or

how formed with a spring-clamp, divided at

its center and integral therewith, and adapted
to embrace and bind the web or suspender-
cloth, substantially as described.

. In a suspender-buckle, the combination,
with a frame or bow having a spring-clamp to
embrace the web or suspender-cloth, and slot-
ted to receive a tongue, of a buckle-tongue
adapted for the attachment of the suspender-
straps, L
impinge upon the web or cloth and hold 1t

against the clamp, substantially as described. 1

and having a flanged edge or lip to
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3. The Luckle frame or bow consisting of
the metallic plate A, struck up or bent into 23

“shape, and having the inwardly-turned leaves

or wings a «, forming a clamp spring or springs,
and forming the clongated space b, substan-
tially as described.

4. The cowmbination of the buckle-frame,
consisting of the plate A, provided with 1in-
wardly-bent elastic clamp-arms « «, and hav-
ing the slot ¢, and the movable tongue H, fit-

30

ting and working in said sltot, and formed

with the flange or lip I, substantially as de- 35
seribed. S

In testimony that I c¢laim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand this 19th day ot

- January, 1834.

WILLIAM L. 7. MERRILL.

Witnesses:
Trros. A. CONNOLLY,
AXNDREW ZAXNE, Jr.
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