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Z’a all whom it may concern. :

Be it known that I, WM. DimonD, of Hunt-
ington, county of Huntmﬂton, and sState of
Indifmm, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in lce-Tongs; and 1 do hereby de-
clare that the following i1s a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, whieh will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use it, reference being

to had to the accompanying dmwmg, forming a
- part thereof.

- end with a
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My invention relates to improvements ml

1ce-tongs; and 1t consists 1n the construction,
combination: and arrangement of the several
parts forming the same, as will be hereinafter
fully described, and specitfically set forthin the
claims.

In the dmwmﬂ I have illustrated in flont.

elevation an ice- tonﬂs construeted according
to my invention. |
The handle-bar A is provided at its upper

the ring form sho;m but which may, when
desiréd, be a simple cross-bar mounted on the
upper end of the bar A. This bar is bent at
an obtuse angle midway its ends, for the pm
poses plesent]y set torth.

To the bar A, at the bend thereof, I pivot
the upper end of the strap or metallic bar B,
made about as long as the lower or angled p o1-
tion of the handle-bar.
ring or keeper C to the handle-bar at. the bend
thel cof and on the opposite side from the
strap B. This keeper 1s provided with an
opening fitted to permit the passage and work-
ing of the operating-rod, hereinatter deseribed.

 The crapples or hooks D D' are pivoted to-

cether at d, near their upper ends, and their
upper ends are pivotally secured, respectively,
to the lower endof strap B and handle-bar A,
as clearly shown. An operating-rod, I, is se-
cured {m 1ts lower end to the prOt d of the
orapples, and extends upward through the
Leepel C, and. 1s provided at its upper end
with a ring or edge, I¥, which can be 1ef1d11y

caught by the ﬁnu ers.

In the olt)emtlon of the device it will be
seen that by drawing on the operating-rod E
the grapples or hooks D D' are spread-wide
apart, as clearly indicated in the dotted lines.
This action is readily accomplished by the

—

hand-hold, A’, preferably made in

Lalsoswivelthe guide-

single hand, the ring I’ being in easy reach of

oneof the fingers—usually the middle one—of

the hand grasping the hand-hold A’. This

spreads the grapples in position to be passed 553

down on opposite sides of the block of ice, in
which the points firmly engage when the op_
erating-rod is released. Tt will also be seen

that by use of the handle-bar, strap, &ec., the

tongs are carried Dby a single hand-hold, A’, 6o

avoiding the double 11.:md holds of common
tongs; also that by bending the handle-bar,

as shown fmd described, the said hand-hold is

arranged in a vertical line with the pivot d of
the grapples when they are caught on a block 4
of ice, and the car 1*y1110 of the ice 1s rendered

i _easler.

1t 18 obvlous that the operating-rod might
be dispensed with, and the grapples 0pened by
hand; also, that the handle-bar might be made
straight, as well as that the 3’*111(16 or keeper C
might be made rigid; but I prefer the con-
struction of handle-bar and operating-rod as
shown and described, for the reasons stated.
I also prefer to swivel the keeper C, as then
the opening through it may be made to fit the
rod Li snugly, and the keeper will conform to
the change in the position of the said rod, as
mdlcated in dotted lines, when the nmpples
are opened, whereas 1f the keeper were rigidly
fixed in position the operating-rod passage
would have to be enlarged to permit the
change of position descrlbed, and the action
would not be so smooth and easy as obtained
by the construction -shown.

A workman can carry one of my tongs in
each hand, and grasp the ice with each, Whele
as with the or dmmvj;r ice-tongs both hmlds are
required to cateh the tonﬂs_ on the ice, as is
well understood.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

1. In anice-tongs substantially as deseribed
and shown, the combination, with the pivoted

grapples, the handle-bar, zmd the counectmag

strap, of the ol)emtmﬂ-lod having ifs lower
end secured to the grapples at the pwot there-

of, and its upper end held in suitable guides

and contiguous to the hand-hold, as and for
the purposes specified.
2. The 1ce-tongs composed of the handle-

_C..n

75

80

0

100




{-

294,975

bar bent midway its euds, the connecting-strap | pivob thereof, all arranged and operating sub- 10
pivoted to the handle-bar at the angle or bend | stantially as and for the purposes specified.
thereof, and the guide or keeper swiveled to In testimony that I elaim the foregoing I ap-
the handle-bar at the same point, the grapples | pend my signature.

5 pivoted together and at their upper ends, the

one to the handle-bar and the other tothe con- WILLIAM DIMOXD.
necting-strap, and the operating-rod passed Witnesses:

through the swiveled guide or keeper and se- Jos. G, IBACH,

cured atits lower end to the grapples at the WILLIAM A. BRANYAX,
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