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- To cwf whonv it maiy concerm:

Be it known-that I, THEODORE J. REED, a
citizen of the Umted States of America, re-
siding at Leavenworth,in thecounty of Lewen-

Tops and the Like; and ‘I do hereby declare
the following to be A full, clear, and exact de-

scription of the mventwn such as will enable

10 others skilled in the art t0 which it appertains
| to make and use the same. -

This invention relates to the manufacture
of molded or pressed tops for buggies, car-
- riages, and like vehicles; and the invention
15 consists in a seamless t0p for vehicles, as will
be hereinafter more fully set forthand claimed.

In the annexed drawings, showing one prac-
tical way of carrying out the invention, Fig-
ure -l represents a vertical section of a pair of
dies with a pieceof leatherinterposed between
the die-faces. Iig. 2 represents a plan view

- of the lower die, showing the configuration of

- thestruck-up or pressed t0p after theupper die
~has beenremoved. Fig.3isaside view of the
25 upper die. Fig. 4 iS a perspective view of the

~upper die. I‘w 18 aperspective view of the
pressed semm]esg buggy -top, and Fig. 6 is a
plan view of a blank for the manufacture of
a buggy-top. |

In the manufacture of the tops for bu ooies,

carriages, and like vehicles, either leathel

20

10

that is mp%ble of being folded is employed.
The sheets or pieces of material selected are

35 laid off and patterns cut out substantially of
the configuration shownin Fig.6 of the draw-
Ings. This now- -termed blank’? A is placed
between dies and pressed or struck- -up to the
required form. The die B is formed with a

40 concave depression, the side corners of which
are rounding, the vertical end % and the end

/ inelined. This concave depre‘%smn has the |

worth and State of Kausas have invented cer-.
talin new and useful Impr ovementq In Buggy --

of the drawings.,

| outline or appearance in this example of the

top of a buggy. The upperdie, D, 1s-formed
with a downward projection, I, thelower edge,
¢’, of which is curved to correspond with the
curve of the bottom of the depressed portion
of the die B, and is formed at its forward end
with the incline w all /', and the vertical wall
I/, substantially as shown in Figs. 1, 3, and 4.
The corresponding end walls, & and i/, of the
lower and upper dies Shape the rear "end or
back of the top, as indicated in Figs. 1 and 5
~In this example the blank
A is fitted to the interior of the die B, which
18 secured to the base or anvilof a press,while
the upper die, D, is suitably secured to the
movable face or end of the piston, so as tobe
forced into the iower die, and the coming to-
cether of the dies presses the pattern to the
demred shapeof thedies. After the dieshave
been matched together for a suitable length of
time the upper dle is removed {rom the lower
die, and the pressed topis removedtherefrom
in a shaped condition for the carriage-trim- 65
nmers.

The &dV‘LthG‘BS derived from the manufac-

45
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tme of tops bythls method are, among others,
| that there isnorippingand repairing of seams,
-and that the top 1s more durable and 1:)1 esents 70

a more finished appearance.
What I claim as my invention, and desue

 to secure by Letters Patent, 15—
cloth, rubber, or any other suitable ‘material |

As an improved article of mauufa,c,tule, a
seamless buggy or like top, having integral 75

-s1des and back, and molded into Shape from

asingle pieceleather blank, or blank of equiva-
lent material, substantially as set forth.

In testlmony whereot | affix my Smnatme in
presence of two witnesses. -

THEODORE J. REED.

Witnesses:
J. GUYER,
- Wwu. DILL,
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