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To all whom it 'n‘w; iy concern:
Be it known that I, KDWARD N. PELZER, a | after fully set forth. and 1)‘11'13161111113’ pointed
- eitizen of the United St&tes residing at Ionia, | out in the claims.

in the county of Ionia and State of Mlchlgm

5 have invented a new and useful Vehicle Top~
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25 1t should be firm when secured together,
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Prop, of which the following isa specification,
‘reference being had tothe accompanying dr: aw-
11gs.

This invention relates to to D- props for bun—-

gies, carriages, and other vehieles; and i€, has
for its object.to provide a device which will
be simple and compact in construction, and
when applied to the vehicle-top will firmly and
efficiently hold the parts together, so that all
5 danger or liability of loosenmo by constant
use Wlﬂ be avoided.

- A further object of my invention is to con-
struct the top:-prop in such a manner as to
“prevent it from striking or catching in the
wheels or other part of the vehicle when the
top 18 folded down. Ton-props are fastened
to vehicle-tops for the purpose of reeceiving
the joints, and thereby forming a support, and
henceitis desirable in 4 surmble top-prop that
and
that no portion of it will loosen w hlle in use.
Furthermore, 1t is specially desirable that the
top-prop should be .as sliort as practicable, in

order to prevent it from striking or catching

in the wheels or other part of the velm*lo W]‘zeu
- the top 1s folded down. |
Heretofore top-props have heenn mnstl ucted

~ with the end of the post or stem serew-thread-
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J1n such a manner as would be desired.

ed to receive binding-nuts for holding the
joints in place. XVhen construeted in this
manner, the joints of the top work against the
nut and gradually loosen the same until it
drops off. Sometimes a washer is placed be-

tween the nut and the joints, and nut-locks
are also used to prevent the nut from working.

loose, thus making the top-prop expensive in
cons,truebmn, and yet not holding the joints

More-

over, top-props requiring a threaded end and
nut attachment are necessarily long, and are
lIiable to cateh 1n the wheels or other parts of
the vehiele when the top is folded down.

To obviate these disadvantages and attain
- the objects hereinbefore referred to, the said
50 1nvention consists in certain details of con-

—

‘a collar or sleeve, G.

| verf:rmn sides of the ends.

| struction and combination of parts, as herein-

TIn the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a side view, illustrating the “lppllﬂ‘htl()]l of my
improved t0p prop. liw. 2 is a perspective
view of the top-prop detached. "Fig. 3 i1s a
detail view of the several parts of the fop-
prop. Tig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view.

~Like letters of 1"eference indicate correspond-
ing parts in the several figures

Referrmﬂ to the dmwm% A designatesthe
base-plate, ‘Ltt&@hed to the bows of the top by
any desired. number of screws, d,
through openings in the plate. T do not limit
myselt to this manner of securing the base-

plate to the top, as any other means may be.
A circular

employed when found desirable.
wall, B, screw-threaded on 1its exterior face,

Proj ects from the base- -plate and formed mte-

oral therewith, said wall having a dovetail

slot C, extendmﬂ centrally throuﬂh thesame.
D debwnates the stem or post, hfwmfr a head,
14, formed therewith atits outer end, the inner
end P, of the stem being dovetailed, as shown,
while the body1s for med egrhndmeal to receive
The latter is provided
with exteriorly-screw-threaded dovetailed pro-
jections H: H' opposite cach other, which are
concaved on theirinner faces to fit around and

~over the rounded surface of the dovetailed end

I?, the flat inwardly-diverging sides of which
‘ue adapted to coincide with the flat ends of
the projections H .

I designates a clamping-cap, formed with
SCIew- threads on its interior surface and fit-
ting over the sleeve G, said cap engaging with
the serew-threads for med on the 131*OJeet1011°;
H H' and the wall B. It will be seen that the

‘sleeve G- fits over the body of the stem or post,

the projections H H’ fitting around the sur-
face of the end I, so that the diverging fiat
ends of the 1)]‘0]6013101]8 coincide with the di-
Thus the projec-
tlons I H’ and the end T, when combined to-
cether as above descmbed and shown, form a

dovetailed or wedge-shapedpiece, Whlch fitsen-
tirely within the ‘dovetailed slot C, the screw-

threaded exterior surface of the ])1*0]ecL101ls
coinciding with the outer serew- ﬂn caded sur-

passing’
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face of the wall B. The clamping-cap L fits
around the sleeve and engages with the serew-
threads on the wall B and projections H H.

The operation of my invention will be read-
ily understood from the foregoing deseription,
taken in connection with the annexed draw-
112,

When the vehicle-top and its joints have

been properly prepared for the reception of
the top-prop, the base-plate is secured to the
bow, so as to permit thelarge end of the dove-
tailed slot C fo face '111)\\'{11‘{]1)*.' The post or

stem D is then passed through the eyes of the
joints, which rest against the head of the post.
15 Theclamping-capisthenplaced overthesleeve |

or collar, and the inner end of the post or stem
1S pushed into the said sléeve or collar, so as
toform in combinationthe wedgeor dovetailed
piece which fits within the dovetail slot C of
the wall B. The clamping-cap is then turned
down upon the base-plate, so that the post or
stem and the sleeve or collar will befirmly held
together within the slot of the circular wall.
The advantages of iny invention are numer-

~ous, but I shall simply recite a lew of them

her |
By forming the stem and head in one 1)1(,(3(, I
vamte the use of a nut and avoid the diffi-
culty heretofore experienced of the nut worlk-
ing loose by contaet with the joint and finally
dropping off. It also makes the top-prop
shorter than ordinarily, thercby lessening all

~danger of the prop catching orstriking against

the wheels or other parts of the vehicle.

It will be seen that the simple manner of
fitting the post and collar to the bed or basc
plate permits the ready attachment of the parts
together. DBy means of the clamping-cap the
parts are held from separating, and when 1t 1s
desired to withdraw the stem or post the
clamping-cap is loosened and moved out of
engagement with the serew-threads on the
wall B. The inner end, IY, and the collar G
are then withdrawn from the slot Cand the post
or stem 18 drawn out, as will be seen.

My improved top-prop is simple, durable,
and inexpensive in construction and effective
and rcliable when in use. DBy its use the ve-

hicle-top will be held securely at all times,
and yet be capable of being detached as de-
There will be no serew-threads to worl |

sired.

t

threads,

294,903
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loose, since the parts are fitted together in

such @ manner as to provide against any pos-
sibility of this occurring.

It will be apparent that I may make various

' modifications in the details of construction

without departing from the spirit or scope of
my invention,

Having deseribed my invention, I claim as
NewW—

1. In a vehicle top-prop, the combination,
with the bed or base plate, of a post or stem

naving a head formed integral therewith at

one-end, a sleeve or collar encireling the in-

i ner end of the stem, and a clmnping-cap SC-

curing the parts together, as set forth.
2. In a top-prop, the combination, with the

Ded or base plate having a slot, ot a post or

stem having its inner end entelmn the slot of
the base- p]dte, a sleeve or collar, and 2 clamp-
1nﬁ cap, as set torth.

In a top- prop, Hlp Comlnuatmn with the

b@se -plate having awall projecting tliel.eﬁom
and a slot in said wall, of a post or stem, a
sleeve or collar fitting around the said post or
stem, and a clamping-cap working over the
said sleeveor collar, the inner end of the stem
and collar fitting within the slot in the wall,
as set forth.

4. In atop-prop, the combination, with the
base-plate having a wall projecting outwardly
therefrom, and a slot in said wall, of a post or
stem, a sleeve or collar having projections fit-
ting around the inner end of the post, said
projections having screw-threads formed on
their exterior faces, and aclamping-cap fitting
over the collar and engaging with the screw-
as set forth.

3. In a top-prop, the combination, with the
base-plate A, having wall B, provided with
dovetailed slot C, of the post or stem having
its end If (lovetdlled a sleeve or collar, G,
having dovetailed 1)1'Q'ject-ions I H, and 2
clamping-cap, as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have herecto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

LEDWARD NICHOILAS PELZIER.

Witnesses: |
(r. . FISHLER,
(GEORGE I’. PICKIIATER,

53

60

70

80

GO




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

