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To «wll whony it may conceri:

Be it known that we, LOoUIS KRIECKHAUS

and CHARLES KRIECKHAUS, of the city of St.
Louis, in the State of Missouri, have invented

5 a certain new and useful Improvement in
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Folding Crates, of which the following 1s a

full, clear, and exact description.
Ourinvention relates to those folding crates
in which the sides and ends are hinged to fold

down;and our improvement consistsinthe con-

struction hereinafter described, and pointed

out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 18 a perspective
view of our improved crate, parts being re-
moved to exhibit portions of the interior.
Fig, 2 is a similar view, representing our crate
in knockdown or folded condition. Ifigs. 5,
4, 5, 6, and 7 are portions of the crate, I'ig. 5
showing the manner of connecting adjacent
end posts in vertical position, Kig. 4 showing
a side folded down, Tig. 5 showing a side and
an end folded down, Fig. 6 showing the top
applied to that shown in Iig. 5, and Ifig. 7

‘showing the means and manner of securing
the end of the top to the end post of a side,
‘Tigs. 3, 4, 5, and 6 being plan views, and Iig.

7 a vertical longitudinal section. |

A represents the bottom of a crate;
sides, having end posts B*; O, the ends, hav-
ing end posts C*; and D the top, having end
pieces, D', (formed with pin-holes D? and D*,)
and side pieces, D’. The posts of the sides
are secured to the bottom by. hinges Bij and

p L Y . .
the posts of the ends are similarly secured

to the bottom by hinges €'. The sides and

ends are thus hinged by their end posts to |

the bottom. The hinges of the sides are se-

 cured at the insides of the posts, so that they
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can be folded down inwardly and leave room
outside of them for the end posts-of the ends,
the end posts of the ends resting on the bot-:
tom, as well as the end posts of the sides.
top D is removable, and is held to the crate
when in using position by pins D', inserted In
the holes D*in the end pieces, D’ and holes in
the upper ends of the adjacent end pogts.
Thus, when the sides and ends are raised and
the top putin position,asshownin Iig. 1, and
the pins D’ inserted, a rigid crate is formed,
and by simply pulling the pins out and re-

‘moving thetop thesidesand endscan be folded

B, the

The

- down, as described, and the top placed over

them, asshownin Fig. 2, whereitis held by the
pins D’ being inserted 1n i
pieces of the top and into the holes of the end
posts of the sides. The pins thus secure the
partsin folded condition aswell asintheirusing
position, and, being in use whether the crate 1s
folded or not, are not liable to get lost.
the crate is being filled, the pins can be tem-
porarily placed in the adjacent end posts, to
prevent any strain on the hinges. Boards C
are preferably secured to the under side of the
top, inside of the end pieces and between the
side pieces, which, occupying a position be-
tween the tops of the adjacent posts of opposite
sides of the crate, tend tostrengthen the struct-
ure in addition to the pins. When the sides
and ends are folded down, the boards occupy
positions at rear of the ends. It will be seen
that in this construction of crate the end posts,
when turned down, rest on their sides on the
bottom, and that the space occupied between
the top and bottom by the sides and ends 1s

reduced to a height equal to the thickness of

an outside end post, and that the whole height
of the crate. is equal to the height or width
of a side piece plus the thickness of the bot-
tom. - - '
- We claim as our invention— S
1. In a folding crate, the combination of the

holes D* of the end
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bottom, the sides, the ends, and the top, the

sides and the ends having end posts hinged to
the bottom, to fold down with their sides and
ends, and to rest on the bottom of the crate,
and the top having side and end pieces to
surround the sides and ends of the crate,
whether the sides and ends of the crate are in
vertical or horizontal position, as set forth.
2. In a folding crate, the combination of the
bottom, the sides, the ends, and the top, the
sides and ends having end posts formed with
pin-holes and hinged to the bottom, to fold
cdown with their sides and ends, and to rest
on the bottom of the crate, and the top hav-
ing side and end pieces to surround the sides
and ends of the crate, whether the sides and
ends of the crate are in vertical or horizontal
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position, the end pieces of the top having pin-

holes in line with the pin-holes in the end
posts when the latter are in vertical position,
and pin-holes in line with the pin-holes of the
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end .posts of the sides of the erate when the either a position between the upper ends of 10
sald sides and ends of the erate are folded { the end posts on opposite sides, or when the
down, as set forth. crate 1s folded ocenpying positions on the out-
o. In a folding crate, the top having side | side of the ends of the crate, as set {forth.
5 and end pieces and boards on its under side, ' LOUIS KRIECKHATUS.
1uside of the end pieces and between the side | | CHARLES KRIECKHATS.
pieces, in combination with a bottom and sides Im presence of—
and ends having end posts and hinged to fold Gro. H. Kx1eur,
down inwardly, the said boards to oceupy BEXIN. A, KxT10117T, |




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

