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Be it known that I, FRANKTIN A. SMITH,
Jr., a _
dent of Providence, in the county of Provi-
dence and State of Rhode Island, have in-
vented an Improvement in Button-Fasteners,
of which the following description, in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, -is a
specification—likeletters on the drawin s rep-
resenting like parts. - S

This invention relates to button—_f&stenérs, |

preterably to that class known as ‘“‘ prong-

fasteners,”” which consist, usually, of a plate

ortable and several prongs integral therewith,
the said fasteners being adapted to carry a
button and be secured to a shoe or other arti-
cle by means of the

- o

to secure the button. l

In button-fasteners of the class mentioned
prougs,
) pI‘O_l]g',”)
which is inserted into the shank-eye of the
button, so that the shank encircles the but-

ton-prong near its heel, and said button-.

prong has heretofore been swaged or partially

-bent upon itself, to form a partial loop or sta-
- ple at its |
- prong and material to which. the tastener is se-
> cured, to permit free movement of the button-

heel, to provide space between the

shank between said parts. In such fasteners,
when in use, the strain is mostly exerted nupon
the button-prong,which, by reason of the bend

~glven thereto to form the staple, is the weak-
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18 not uncommon for the
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est portion of the fastener. The sharp . bend
imparted to the button-prong tends to strain
or Injure the metal thereof at its heel , and it
fasteners to break at
that point, thus rendering them useless, and,
because of the prongs having bheen clinched

‘to the leather or other material, making it a

difficult task to remove such useless parts and
substitute a new fastener therefor. Further,
not only does the staple so formed tend to cut

and fray the stitching or edge of the material

at the button-holes in the shoe or other ar-
ticle, but more metal is required than other-
wise, and the cost of manufacture is mate-
rially increased. | -

My invention has for its objects to obviate
‘the defects herein mentioned and hold the but-

citizen of the United States, and a resi-

Substantially

. prongs, which are cansed
to penetrate and be clinched to the material |

gles to the table.«, as shown.

‘prong disposed in the same plane as the table,

| ton more cléSely to the fabrie, and to provide

a button-fastener which shall present to view
at the outer. surface of the material a smooth
flat or imperforate table or plate. o
To these ends my invention CONsists, pri-
marily, of a button-fastener having substan-
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. tially a plate or table with one or more prongs
- or holding-armsat opposite sides of said table,
‘and bentatoraboutat right an glesthereto, with .60

one of said prongs having an unbent portion

contiguous to and in the horizontal plane of

the table, and adapted to hold a shank-button,

y as hereinafter described, and

particularly pointed out in the claim, 65
Figure 1showsin perspectivea button held

to apieceof leather or other material by myim-

proved button-fastener. . Fig, 2 is a plan of a

Plece of sheet metal from which a button-fast-

ener blank has been cut. Fig. 3is a perspec- o
tive view of my improved button-fastener.
Fig. 4 is a plan of the same, and Fig. 5 shows
a modification of my fastener. R

In the preseni instance my improved but-
ton-fastener consists of the table ¢ and the 75
prongs b, projecting from-one side, and the but-
ton-carrying prong ¥, projecting from the other
side thereof, the whole formed from a blank
cuat, as shown in Fig. 2, from sheet metal, the
prongs of said blank being. bent at right an-
The button-
prong 1s bent at a point. sufficiently distant
from its. heel or junction with the table ¢ to
leave an unbent strip or portion, ¢, of said

8o

whiech unbent strip or portion ¢ is encircled
by the shank of a button, which is passed

‘thereon before the button is secured to the
| material by the penetration and clinching of

*

the prongs to said material, as clearly shown go
In Fig. 1. Thus it will be noticed that the
shank of the button encircles the button-prong
between the bend therein and the table ayand
but one bend is given to all the prongs by one
blow of the die or former. The yielding qual-" g5

ity of the material to which the button is se- -
~cured permits the fastener to be frmly se-

cured thereto, notwithstanding the wire shank

1 interposed between the material and the un-

der side of the fastener, and it also permits 1oo
sufficient movement of the button,which move-

| ment is very slight. The button is brought
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closer to the fabric and is held more firmly in |
position, and has not that lax movement and
play incident to fasteners having a partial loop
~or staple formed near the heel of the button-
s prong. A smooth flat or imperforate table
is presented to view,which willnot cutor fray
the stitching or edge of the material at the but-
ton-hole. '
Tig. 5 shows a modification of my fastener,
to the dotted lines indicating the points of bend
of the several prongs, and the longest prong
adapted to carry a shank-button.
What I claim 18— |

A sheet-metal button-fastener consisting o [

204,517

n table, with a prong or prongs atb opposite 15
sides of the table and integral therewith, and

Hent at orabout atright angles thercto,withone

of said prongs having an unbent portion con-

tiguous to the table and in the same horizon-

tal plane, and adapted to carry a shank-but-.
ton, substantially as specified. | -

Tn testimony whereof Thavesigned my name
to this specification in the presence of twosub- .
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‘seribing witnesses.

Witnesses:
(:10. W. PRENTICL,
. CHARLES GREENE.

FRANKLIN A. SMITH, Jr.
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