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1o all w?wm mﬁ may cancer’n
Be 1t known that I, STEPAEN C. WILCOX a

- citizen of the United States, remdmg at Du-
 buque, in the county of Dubuque and State of

IO

Iowa, have invented a new and useful Im-.
provement in Salt-Cellars, of which the fol-
lowing, in connection with the annexed draw-
ings.and letters of reference thereon 18 a spect-
fication.

My invention relates to a salt-cellar pro-
vided with a cover, which excludes air from
the salt contained w1th1n 16, and which salt-

cellar is provided with a horizontal perforated

~diaphragm, through which the salt is dis-
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charged when the said coveris eitherremoved
or thrown up and back on a hinge. '

It also relates to a salt-cellar pr0v1ded with
acover or plug which hasa yielding periphery,
whereby the mouth of the salt-cellar may be
hermetically sealed against the entrance of air
while the cover or plug is in position.

In the use of ordinary salt-cellars it is found -

that the salt cakes from the action of the air,
thus causing great inconvenience; and for
remedying the effects of this a shaker has been

-combined with a salt-cellar, but this does not
prevent the salt from c&kmﬂ‘ and sticking to-

gether under the influence of the atmosphere
-~ In the accompanying drawings of my im-
proved salt-cellar, Figure 1 is a vertical cen-
tral section, and Fig. 2 a top view, of one style
ol construction which I adopt.
top or plug has been removed. Fig. 3 is a

~verfical central section of & salt- cellar having
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1ts top or plug hinged to1t. Fig. 4 is a per-

spective view of a salt-cellar with its top or

. cap elevated. In this view the diaphragm is
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at the extreme tip of the collar of the salt-cel-

- lar; and the cap is packed with a ring of rub-
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ber onifs inner surface. Kig. 5 is a detached
sectional view of the plug or top packed with
rubber on its periphery, which is conical.

In the several views of thedrawings, A des-

ignates a vessel, of any desired form and con-

figuration, for conta,mmg salt. At the top or

neck porftion, a, of thisvessel a metal finishing-

band, b, is apphed and upon the top of this
- band, and within the collar or neckaa, a metal
dewce ¢, which consists of a ring with flange
¢ and a perforabed plate, ¢ 1s fitted, as shown

In Fig. 2 the.

-

| or plug B. The cover or plug

2,and 3. This device ¢ dividesthe |

salt-cellar into two chambers as d and d, the

perforated plate forminga dmphragm between
the said chambers. The interior surtace .of
the ring is preferably made with an upward
flare, so as to insure a wedging fit of the cover
B shown in
Fig. 1 is formed of a metal flanged piece, f,
and a disk, £/, with a cork, /*, clamped be-
tween them The parts f and f’ are connected
by a riveted rod, %, which forms a handle, f*,
as shown. ThlS cover or plug is of tapering
form, and it fits the surface of the device ¢
very closely, so that when forced downward
its cork f*forms an air-tight joint, and- ex-
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cludes air from entering the chamber d, in

which the salt is-contained. If this fit of the
plug or cover were not tight, the air would in-

sinuate itself down around its periphery, and

enter the chamber d', then pass down thr ough
the perforations in the diaphragm or plate ¢
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into the chamber d, and mmsten the salt a,nd |

cause it to become caked

In using the salt-cellar the plug or cover is

raised and the salt dlscha,rged through the
perforatlons of plate .
In Fig. 3 the plug or cover is hinged at gto
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the metal finishing of the salt-cellar; but inall

other respects the construction and Opelatlon
are the same as shown in Fig. 1.

- InFig. b the plug or cover 18 formed with a
solid body portion, k, and around the same a
rubber gasket, &/, is applied. The rubber
oasket is toserve the same purpose as the cork
body f? and therefore I regard this construc-

tion as the equwalent of the one shown in

Figs. 1 and 3.
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In Fig. 4 the perforated plate ¢t 18 &pphed -

‘at the top- of the metal finishing -of the salt-
cellar, and a rubber gasket is applied either

W1thm the cap-like cover B or upon the pe-

riphery of the neck of the salt-cellar.

cap-like cover may also be hinged, as shown
in Fig. 3, and on the side opposite to the hinge

2 suitable Spung fastening-catch may be ap-
plied.

- 'What I claim as my invention, and. desne
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

This. -

1. A salt-cellar promded with an air- tlght '

closing cover or plug and a perforated dia-
phragm, substantially as and for the purpose
described. -
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