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WITNESSES, FIEE,

M. PETEHSI. Photo-Litlsographer. Washington, D. C,
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- 2 represents a plan view of the same, mth a
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of constructing said tracks, wherein I employ

equivalent material, thereby producinga road-

‘ing the courses of sods pldced traa]sversely

in the sods, &c., are placed flatwi

ing a portion of the top covering removed.

- the same.

A in the drawings represents portions or
sections of a track adapted to be used in speed-
ing horses, and consisting of the foundation b,
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o all whom it may conceri:

. BP it known that I, SETH GRIFFIN, a citizen
of the United States residing at New York
city, in the county of New York and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Impmvements in Tracks or Road-Beds; !
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and éxact description of the inven-
131011 such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference beinghad to the accompanying
drawings, and to leftels or figures of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification. |

My invention relates to tracks or roadways
whereon horses are driven or speeded, as in
driving -parks or race-courses; and it consists,
essentnlly_, in an improved. manner or method

m——

grass sod, turf, or peat, arranged in layers or
courses, and &d‘tpted to rest upon a subsoil,
loam, g 1*ave] or any other suitable founda-
tion, the said courses of sods, &c., being cov-
ered on top with a thin layer of loani or “other

bed or track hwmw elastic 1)1"01361"13168

In the annexed sheet of dr awings, Figure 1
represents in vertical longitudinal section a
portion of my improved trae]; showing sods
placeéd edgewise and resting upon 2 Toam foun-
dation and covered with a,layer of loam. Fig.

portion of said loam covering 1*en10ved show-

Wlth the track. Tigs.3 and 4 represent views
similar to the forecromg, except that the said
courses are placed In rows diagonally with.
the track. Xig. 5 represents a See_aonml view,

showing a modification in construe 01, Where-
se or hori-

zontal and in layels to form the track. Tig. 6
represents a plan view of the same, also show-

The following 18 a detailed descrlptlon of
my invention and the manner of constructing

‘as above referred to, according to the ]J’Ltlll‘

| time

fied constructlo_

of loam or other suitable material,whichislev- 50
eled off to receive the courses or layers s of
sods or other fibrous material, the wwhole being
covered with a thin layer, a, of Toam or equiy-
alent dressing. |

The object of my invention is to pmduce 2 5 5 |
track that is elastic, and which possesses in &
certain degree the 1)1‘01)el‘ties of aspring. Te¢
this end I make the foundation & of loam, &e.,
and condition of the oround as found in the 60
different sections of eountrv where the track
is to be constructed and located when, after -
leveling said foundation, I take p1eces of grass
sods s—say about ten inches Sqmre-ﬁ-—from
which theloose earth hasbeen shaken,and place 63
them edgewise and vertical, or nearly so, rest-
1ng upon the prepared surface b, the la luyer or .
courses being arranged across the width of the
track, as fully shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the lat-
ter view showing the sods arrauged to ‘‘break
Jomts” with eaeh other in ‘Iltel nate rows.

s’ represents the grass side, and s* the roob or
fiber side, of said sods. Inthe arrangement of
them I phce the backs s’ of one row against
the front s’ of the adjoining row, and $o on 75
continuously, after which the top exposed
edges of the sods s are completely covered
with a layer, a, of loam or other suitable dress-
ing, when, now, the whole surface of the track
1S somewhat compqcted or compressed by
means of a heavy ‘roller, which operation
serves to knit the roots and fibers of the sods,
&ce., more firmly together, and at the same
i1ls the interstices thereof with said top-
dressing, «, when, finally, the said surface « is
plaued or shaved by suitable means, thereby
reducing and removing all for 11161*1neq11¢L11t1eS
n 1t surface and lea‘vmg a smooth, unbroLen
and elastic 1’*0&{ -bed or traclk. |

In Figs. band 6 L have represented a modi-
1 of the track, wherein the sods
are shown resting flatwise upon the base or
foundation 0, the several courses or layers ar-
ranged to overlap or break joints, as shown.
I prefer placing the grass side uppermost in
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each course, the top layer thereof being adapt-
ed to be covered with the loam or dressing «,

as before desecribed. ¢ represents simply an




- edging- Stmp, which may be permanently se-
eured along the inner and: outer edges of the:
track o confine the sodded portion fhereof.
I donot confine myself to any particular ar- |
rangement of the layers or courses of sods; &¢., -
a8 they miay be placed longitudinally, trans-
. versely, or diagonally with the length of the
- road or track; or even sods of irregular sizes
- and outlines can' be: used. _
the sods are dumped upon the prepared foun- |
- dation, and then partially leveled oif to obtain
. a proper depth or thickness, the whole being:
- now covered with loam, &c., as before. - -
1 contemplate the use of pmt or ether ﬁb1 ous |
tormations in lieu of: the grass %ods § fm*: the;

o T0O
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-;--purposes of my 1nvention.
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| It will be ob%erwd ﬂnb a horse in. &peedlllﬂ
over this traclk will receive a slight impulse
rab each step or 1mpression thereon, due to the | :
. elastic reaction inherent in my improved con- !
struction, and at the same time affording a |
. 8ecure and firm footing to the horse, yet, how-
- ever, not rigid' enough to produce a jar and
strain upon the "mefﬂ a8 COMMON W ]th 11‘ ICL S
- .1n general use.

Horses
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In the latter case |

| hzwm

SpPringy . 11*%(*}-»., subs‘mntmllv as bhowu "l"’ld
-qpeuﬁed R
. In testm}(my whm eof I hfwe ﬁfﬁxed my Sig- .- .
*11.[1131116 n ‘presence ot two witnesses. .

204,126

- Having thus described my invention, what 35; REREEEES

. I clalm as new, and desn*e to seeure by Lettel S
. P‘Ltellt I |

1. In the tmcL ory md bed herem debcmbed . :

and for the purpose set forth. SENERE ;
2. An elastic track or road - bed composed

A

4. Thetrack orroad-bed A herein descl lbed

EGOI]S_ISLng of the prepared foundation b, sods
or turfs s, and top eovering, «, the swhole com- 00

bined and arranged to produce an elastic or

BETH GRTI* FIN :

Wltuesse&) |
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Gro, H. RTZ\IINGTON_

a suitably-prepared” foundation, the .
;Gombnmtmn therewith of grass sods, turf Ol .
peat adapted to rest upon said: fouuch‘tmn SRR
and furtheradapted to be covered with 1mmé SRR RN
or other suitable top-dressing, Subst‘mtmlly as . o

o

a5
of layers or courses of sods, peat, or other anal- =~ . -
| ogous substance, when arranged and a,dflpted AN R
';for use substantially as hereln set forth. S R
3. The 1mproved ' process: in- constr uetmﬂ N
B =5L -acks herein deseribed, whemm_m_%ss_sods
. JAmong other advantages posqessed or :1n- |
~ cluded in my invention: it is practically found
1 that horses:can trot with greater ease appar-:
ently and make: better:speed on:tracks of my:
.+ construction as compared with the heavy and.
o hard-rolled: tracks heretofore i use.
. having sore feet, or slightly lame even, can be:|
- =11rﬂed &mund my 11111}1“0\?'@{1 trfleh 10 ﬂdx* m-i:

2s

50 CE L
turf, or peat are a;(hptedg to rest upon a Suit-; SRR .
~ablyv-prepared fonndation or base, the upper - .. -
edges or courses of said sods, &e., being cov-
ered with loam or other equivalent -nnteriza.l ;o .
:Substantmlly as shown and specmed o5
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