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10 all whom i, may concerw : |
Be it known that I, Hucx H. V. LILLEY,
of Milford, county of Woreestel State of Mas-

| Sachusetts have invented an lmpl ovement in
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Shoe- Lace Fasteners, of which the following
deseuptwn in connection with the accompa-

nying drawmﬂ's is a specification, like letters

on the drawi mgs representing like parts.
- This invention has for 1135 object the pro-
duction of a simple, durable, and efficient fast-

-ening for a shoe lacing or strmg, whereby the .

latter may be qulckly fastened and held se-

curely, the device being applicable for use

with shoes having eyelets or lacing-hooks.
My invention consists, essentlally, m a

" clamp-like fastener adapted to be apphed to
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a shoe string or lacing, and having a spring-
finger, between which and the main body of
the strnw or lacing on which the clamp is
placed another part of the string or lacing
nearer itsfree end may be drawn. In this my

“Invention the fastener is made movable upon
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the string or lacing, to place it near the point

‘where the end of the St]i‘l]ilﬂ" or 1&(311:10* 1s 130 be

fastened. |
Figure 1 represents a shoe laced and pro-
vided with one of my improved fasteners.

- FKig. 2 represents a shoe having only lacing-
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| studs at the top, the string or lacing being in

such case applied somewhat differ ently tothe
fastening. Fig. 3 represents a blank from
which my fastemnn‘ will be made; IFig. 4, one
of the fastenings enlarﬂ‘ed and I‘w 5 detalls

of the holder applied £0 the lower “end of the |

string or lacing.

The string 01:' lacing « has a holder, 0, at-
tached to its lower end, the connection bemg
made, as shown 1In Flg 5, by punching two
holes thl ough the holder, a 'smail metal plate,
leaving a narrow brldﬂe b', about 'which the
lower end of the shoe- strmw 18 bent, the short
bight so given the string serving to retain 1ts
end in the holder. The end «® is inserted
through eyelet 12 outward, and then in through
eyelet 13, and thence out, and in the remaining

eyelets above them in usual manner, until
‘the string arrives at the lacing-hooks c about

- 'which it is wrapped in usual manner, and my

improved fastener 1s applled at or near the

L upper lacing-hooks or the point where the so
shoe-string 1s to be secured and held.

My fastener-e is composed of a short cylin-
der or sleeve, adapted to surround and slide
on the shoe-string @, the said fastener having
a spring-finger, 2, and prefer ably a prong, 3, 55
as best shown in Fig. 4. - o

Fig. 3 shows a blank from which my fast-
ener will be made by bending the blank into
cylindrical form, the parts to fmm the spring-
finger and the 1310110 being marked, 1eSpect 60
1velgr, 2 and 3.

- Ifig. 1 shows my qutenel applied to a shoe
havlnﬂ eyelets above the lacing-hooks. In
such a, Shoe, the end «* of the string, after hav-
ing been passed into the shoe through the up- 65
permost eyelet, will be drawn under the spring-
finger 2, and between 1t and the main body of
the stlmcr ¢, which 18 extended through the
fastener, and is then drawn under the prong |
3, as passmﬂ the said string under the prong 70
3 aids in maintaining the blﬂ‘ht of the string
under the spring- ﬁnﬂel and lieeps the end of
the string pointed upwald

- Some shoes do not have eyelets above the
la,cmg hooks, but are made at top as in Fig. 75
2. With this latter class of shoe the fastener
is pushed along on the string to occupy the
position shown in Kig. 2, just between the up-
permost hooks, and “the string wound about
the last hook will be drawn under the spring- 8o
finger, and may ther emitel be drawn or not
under the prong 3.

The prong 3 may be omltted from the fast-
ener; but T prefer to retain it, as its useis
| beneficial in most Instances, and especially so 85
when the shoe-string does not fill the tubular
or central part of the fastener.,

I claim—

1. As an improved article of mftnuffwtme
a shoe string or lacing fastener composed of a,' QO -
tubular 1)&113 'Ldapted to surround the shoé
string or lacing, and provided with a spring-
finger, between which and the string or lacing
in the said fastener a part of the Sa;ld string or
lacing may be drawn to effectually secure said 95
strlnﬂ or lacing in position, substantmlly as
described.

2, The combmatwn-, with a shoe string or
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. lacing, of a fastener, e, applied thereto, com- | Intestimonywhereoi I have signed myname 10
- posed of a tubular 1)%1L a spring-finger, ‘and a | to this speciieation 1o the 1}1‘@%@11(,9 01 ‘iw O i
. prong, to operate substantially as descmbud . bﬂbSCllblnﬂ “Wlt]l{?b%bb.: S S |
S ¥ _A:Sh_(}e_ﬁ_atring or lacing 1:}]:'0??';{1@:{:15.:&13:011{3: S "
-~ 5.end with a holder, b, applied thereto, com-| = HU(;:H H V LILLLY
~ bined with the fastener e, provided with toe | | | |
- spring-finger, and applied directly to the 'sai(“é.é ’V\?ltnegseq EEDE SRR
. string or hmm where the same 1s to be fdmt Gl WL GR JGORY '
Pned, bubsmntm]ly as described. - . B.J.Noxyms,
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