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To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, EDwARD WESTON, a
subject of the Queen of Great Britain, and a
resident of Newark, in the county of Essex
and State of New Jersey, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Fusible
mafety-Strips, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had to the drawings
accompanying and forming a part of the same.

My present invention is an improvement on
the satety-stripsinvented by me, and desecribed
i Letters PPatent of the United States No.
259,614. The strips referred to are composed
of 2,501t and easily-fused alloy, and are inserted

in a circuit, or any bmnel’r' of the same, to

prevent an ﬂbnorml flow of current over the
line by fusing, and so interrupting the circuit
before any injury can be done by the heatpro-
duced by an excess of current. In using such
strips 1t 1s usual to employ elemping-ja.ws or
some similar means that are electr ically con-
nected with the conductorsofa sever ed cir eu 1t
and bridge eve“jthe brefLL 1n the eu’*em*

To secure good contact between the Strips
and the jaws, eon81cle1 able pressureisrequir ed;
but I have found that, owing to the extreme
softness of the fusible metal the ends of the
strips, or those portions Whleh are held by the

30 jaws, slowly spread under the necessary press-

* harder metal, such as copper.
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ure, so that thecontact isimpaired or the strip
rendered unfit for use.

To adapt the Stllps to withstand the press-
ure of the clamps or jaws is the object of my
invention, and I accomplish this by forming
by electro-deposition around the ends of the
strips protecting caps or jackets of some
When thus
protected, 1 have found the strips to be capable
of withstanding considerable pressure without
spreading, and to be much more ser vleeable

for n*eneral use.

In carrying out my invention I form strips,
bars, or blocks of an easily-fused metal, by
preference such as that described in my p’lt .

___hflrder 111em] sueh as eol)pez

ent referred to, the size and shape of the strips
varying, of course, according to the cirenits
with-which they are to be empleved 1 then
immerse their ends in.an electroplating-bath
and deposit nupon them caps or jackets of some

The thlehneee
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| be th]eh eneuoh ‘[0 1e enieree the ends of the
strip to such a deﬂlee as to prevent them from

spreading under the pressure of the clamps.
In the Lllewmﬂs hereto annexed, Figures 1

and 2 are face and side views of strlpe ot dif-

ferent sizes, and Iig. 3 is a view in elevation

- of a clamping devlee containing a strip.

The body or main portion of the strip is
designated by the letter A, the re-enforcing
caps on the ends by B.

Fig. 8 is a conventional representation of a
clamping device for illustrating the mannerin
which the strips are held in a circuit.

C D designate the conductors of the iine; I
F, the ehmpmn -Jjaws connected with them,

; rmd (r 2 base upon which they are meunted.

I am aware that safety-strips have been
combined with pieces of harder metal applied
to their ends on one or both faces; but the
nature and the objects contemplated by this
plan are widely different from that above de-
scribed.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. A safety-strip for electric circuits, hav-
1ng electro-deposited caps or jackets of har der
metal on its ends, as and for the purpose set
forth.

2. The combination, with a fusible safety-
strip, of protecting caps or jackets of harder
metal, surrounding or inclosing its ends, sub-
stu,ntmll} in the nnmner deserlbed

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 7th day of September, 1883.

EDWARD WESTOXN.

Witnesses:
PARKER W. PAGEL,
W, FRISBY.
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