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fo all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, E. P. SHAFFER of "

Rochester, in the oounty of Monroe and Stato

- of New Yoﬂc have 1mvented certain Improve-

10

ments in Oa,rpet Stretchers, of which the fol-
lowing 18 a specification. | -

The alm of my invention is to pr owde a,
simpleand portable device by means of which
carpets may be subjected toa powerful stretch-
ing influence while upon the floor, and thls
'w1thout injuring the fabrie.
~ To this end it consists in a peculiar construe-

tion and combination of demoes, hereinafter
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described.

Referring to the - dl&WlH“‘S, Figure 1 1epro
sents a perspeotlve view of my device as it
appears when in an operative position; Fig. 2,
a longitudinal section through one end of the
same, with the parts in poSItlon for apphea
tron to the carpet.

base-frame, consisting of 6W0 para,llel bars con-
nected at one end Wlth each other by a pivot-

pin, a, and atthe opposite end by a cross-plate,

b, which is provided with a depending stud or
tooth ¢, designed to enter the floor adjacent
to the wa,ll 1or the purpose of holding the
frame 1“10‘1(:113 in position. The side bars of"
the frame are grooved in their inner faces to
admit a sliding plate, d, which is mounted
therein, this plate bemg conneotod by a rod,

- e,witha ‘hand- lever, f, thelower end of which is
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mounted in theend of the main frame uponthe

pivot a, before mentioned, so that by the move-
ment of the hand-lever tho slide may be caused

toreciprocate longitudinally within the frame.
To the sliding plate d, 1 secure lever g, the

lower end of whloh 18- exp&nded laterale and.

armed with a series of points or teeth, &, de-
signed to enter and hold the fabriec.

- As represented in Kig. 2, the lever g is
curved inits under rear side, and receives sup-
port from a corresponding curved surface
formed in the sliding plate, this mrangement

permitting the lever to be tipped vertically in
order that its teeth or points may first be

thrown downward for engagement with the
fabric and afterward elevated to a horizontal
position, while at the same time the lever re-

represented in Big. 2

_For the p_urpoSo of l'ookling the lever after

engagement with the fabrie, I mount upon the

sliding plate a pivoted finger, 7, adapted to en-

gage with a corresponding shoulder, &, formed

upon the lever, as plainly repr esented in Figs.
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1 and 2. - When the teeth are to be engaged |

with the fabric, the dog is disconnected and
the lever g tlpped downward in the manner
, after which it is returned
to its original posmon and secured by means

| _of the dog as shown in Fig. 1.

For the purpose of lookmn theslide d in its
forward position and ma,mta,lmng the strain

i 'which has been applied thereby to the fabric,
t the arm e is extended rearward through and
beyond thelever f, and is provided at 1ts ex-
tremity with a pivoted dog

yl, the upper free
end of which is adapted £0 engaﬂe in a toothed
plate, m, secured to the lever for the purpose,

| as- plamly represented in Kig. 1.
Referring to the. drawmﬂ*s A replesents the

In making use of the device constructed as
above, the doﬂ { is disengaged and the lever

Traised for the_ purpose of moving the slide ¢

to the outer or rear end of the frame, The
tooth or stud ¢ is then pressed securely into
the floor adjacent to the wall, the lever g ma-
nipulated to cause the engaﬂ‘emont of its teeth
with the fabric, and locked in position to“the
dog i, and, finally, the lever f thrown forward,

thereby advanomﬂ the plate d, with its toothed

lever g, tretohmg the fabric and forcing its

edge to the wall, the dog I engaging, during
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this operation, a;utomatioallv In the plate m,

lockmg the parts ag oalnst a retrograde motion.
While it 1s proforled to mount the lever g

inthe peoulmr manner represented, it 18 mani- -

fest that it may be otherwise connected with
the sliding plate, provided 1t 18 permitted to

tip downward in order to engage 168 pomts or
teeth in the fabriec.

Having thus described my 111vont1on what I

clmm 18— O
1. The base-frame havmg the Stud or pin

for engagement with the floor, in combination

with the sliding plate, the toothed lever
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mounted on sald plate, means for locking said

on the frame and connected with the sliding
plate, and a locking device for said lever, sub-

50 ceives, when adjusted, a I‘lﬂ"ld support upon | stantially as described and shown.

- the plate.

o

- 2. The longitudinally-slotted frame having

lever and the plate, the hand-lever mounted
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the dependent stud or tooth, in combination | hand-lever provided with a ratchet-plate, m, 10
- with the sliding plate, the eurved toothed le- { and the bar or rod e, pivoted to the sliding

ver g, mounted upon said plate, the dog 7, and | plate and hand- lever and extended through

‘the lever f, with its locking devices, substan the latter, and the pawl [, pivoted to the rear

5 tmlly as shown end of smd bar, as described and shown.
3. In combination with the longitudinally- | DD\VARD P. SHAI‘I‘DR
slotted frame having the stud or tooth on its Witnesses:
under side, the 1empr00atmﬂ' plate d,thelever | Wi B. CRITTENDEN, o

g, carrying teeth to engage the carpet the | P. S. WiLson.
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