" (No Model)
- ' L W. SEA.VEY
GHANGEABLE SOBNERY POR THEATERS

No 292 689 - Patented Ja.n __29 1884,

LI +

. .
— .t ] : . . l
.
.

7

3 -i-@zl'i'ii{c—'

ﬂ ikl —. F_____
- DM Fﬁﬂ-ﬂhﬁ.—ﬂﬂ}-‘%‘ﬁ}ﬁi\} B § Jﬂl—.ﬂﬂ‘m"ﬂ}i '.L*‘b\W“* \../}}}"i\\'\}.#)j DR, L2 SN 222 N NN 2T AR N YL

INVENTOR

WITN'.ESSES

N. PETERS. Photé-Lithographer, Washinglon, D. C.




~ Unrtep States

PatenT Of

LAFAYETTD WV SEAVEY OF N EW YORK N. Y., ASSIGNOR OF ONE HALF TO

CHARLES BARNARD

OF SAME ]?LACD

; 'CHANGEAB_LE SCENERY FOR_-TH EATERS;.

nPEGIFIeATION fermmg part of Letters I’atent I\Te 292,689, dated Ja,nua,ry 29 1884,

| Appheetmn filed .fluguet 25, 1883,

(Ne model.)

Zo all whony tb ma J concern:

Beit known that I, LAFAYETTE W. SEAVEY
of the city, county, "and State of New YorL
have invented certain new and useful Im-

5 provements in Changeable Scenery for Thea-
~ ters, of which the -following is a full, clear,
and exact description.

- T’his invention more pmtlcularly relates to
scenery or parts of the scenery of the stage of a
theater, which may be made of a number of
separ ate pleces placed together in such a way
as to forma complete Structure-—representm
for instance,a house, castle, or other buﬂdmg—-—-
and that may be easﬂy taken apart for con-
15 venienceintransportation,said scene, when put

together, forming a set-scene capable of stand-
| ing alone on any part of the stage independ-
ently of any other scenes or any external
means of support, and also being capable of
turning completely around on a vertical axis
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in elther direction for the purpose of exposing:

- tothe audience different sides.of the set-scene
-as circumstances mayrequire. Toaccomplish
this rotation of the set-scene, each separate
piece or portion of it is mounted on rollers

23
| arranged to rest upon the stage, so that on ap-

plying suitable power the entire structure is

made to revolve upon the stage in either
~direction. 'L'o insure the rotation of the set-

I also provide and combine with the set-scene
metal tie-rods built up in-sections, and each
‘consisting of duplicate rods joined to gether by
- aserew- buckle, one of said duplicate rods hav-
35 1ng a hook at its outer end designed to en-
- gage with some portion of the set-sc¢ene, and
the other of said rods having a loop at its end,
which loop is passed over ahand-serew screwed

| into the stage at the center of the set-scene.
10

* rods, and to pass the loops on thé inner ends
of each over the central screw, which is the
center of rotation of the structure, so that said
| rods both serve as guides for the rotation of
45 the set-scene and as ties to hold the structure
- or set-scene firmly together.
- of tying or bracing the set-scene together,
however, may be ad0pted and I reserve the

i reepondlng parts in all the figures.

‘through the center of the set-scene and stage
| 1n part.
| manner in whleh the roller- supports for the.
‘set-scene may be attached, and the manner of

‘scene into any desired position on the stage,

It is designed to use four or more of these tie-.

Other methods

t'erior bllacing that the shape of the set-scene 50
may require. | -
Reference is to be had to the accompany mg |

drawings, forming part of this specification, in

which similar 1etters of reference indicate cor-
| 55
Figure 1 represents a gener&l partly-sec-
tional plan, showing a set scene in posﬂamn on.
atheater-stage,the proscenium-arch,and wings
of the st%ge Fig., 2 18 a Vertlcal section
60
Fig. 8 is a detail view, showing the -

connecting the tie-rods W113h said scene.

- The set -scene represented 1n the drawings is 65
composed of any number of separate scenes or
part scenes A. A, each of which has attached
to it and is euppmted by one or more rollers,

b, arranged to rest and run upon the stage B

:_0f which Rindicates the proscenium-arch end 70

S the wings.
C ' are the tie-rods. of the set-seene, of

which there are here shown four, but the num-

ber may be varied. Each of these tle-rods is
composed of duplicate rods united by a screw
or turn-buckle, D. The inner section or rod,
C, of these tie- rods is constructed with a 100p, _
C, whlch so far as a lower series of said rods.

75

are concerned is arranged to fit over a hand-
screw, B, that serews into the stage at the cen- 8o

ter of the._eet-scene. The outer section, C/, of
sald tie-rods is formed with a hook, d, which
engages with ascrew-eyebolt,e,that is screwed
into the frame-work of the scene or part scene
A, with which the tie-rod connects. There 85
may be both upper and lower sets of these tie-
rods, C '/, as shown in Fig. 2, and the same

serves both as guides for ther otatlon of the set-

scene and as ties to hold the structure or set-
scene firmly together. "When an upper setof go
tie-rods 18 used then, instead of the loops on
said rods.engaging Wlth a hand-screw, they

may simply fit over a-center bolt arranged to

pass through the loops. The adjustability of
sald rods by the serew or turn-buckles D, pro- g5
vides for regulating both the guiding and brac-
ing functions of them, and the manner in which

- 1ight to use any sup_plementary system of in- | they are fitted to the center hand-screw and
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to the part scenes which they connect pro- | scenes, combined to form a complete set scene

vides for the rapid erection and dismember-
ment of the set-scene,which,being built up in
sections, as described, affords every facility
for transportation. | :

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. Changeable theatrical scenery composed
of @ number of separate scenes or part scenes,
arranged and combined so as to form a com-
pletesetscene or strueture, capable of standing
alone or independent of any other scene or out-
side support, also capable of ready dismem-
berment, as described, to facilitate transporta-
tron, and provided with attached rollers un-
der the scenes or part scenes, to admit of the
rotation in different directions about a com-

-mon center of the set-scene when put together,

and of rolling it from one part of the stage to
another, for the purpose of exposing different
sides of the structure and for varying its po-
sition relatively to the other scenes on the
stage, substantially as specified.

2. In changeable theatrical scenery com-
posed of a number of separate scenes or part

or struecture, the combination, with a center
hand-screw and rollers on the bottoms of the
part scenes, of adjustable tie-rods arranged to

connect the part scenes or certain of them with 30

the hand-serew, and constructed to provide
both for the binding of the set-scene together,
and to admit of its rotation around the center
hand-screw which screws into the stage, es-
sentially as specified.

3. The combination,with the scenes or part
scenes A of a set scene or structure, of the
rollers & on the bottoms of said scenes or part
scenes, the center hand-screw, If, the section-

ally-constructed tie-bolts C ', formed with a 40

loop, ¢, at their one end and a hook, d, for
engagement with the scene or part scene at
their opposite end, and the serew or turn-
buckles D, uniting the sections of said rods, es-

sentially as shown and described, and for the g5

purposes herein set forth.

LATFAYETTE W, SEAVEY.

Witnesses: |
JAs. I, CROSSEN,
CHARLES W. TREMBLEY.
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