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Ta all whom Tt may concern :

Be it known that I, ANDREW W. ROGDRS
citizen of the United States residing at Salem

-in the county of Essex and State of Massachu—
-setts, have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in ‘Shoe-Forms; and I do hereby

declare that the same are fully deseribed in the

following specification and illustrated in the

‘accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to 1mprovements 1n

the construction of boot and shoe formers, for

which Letters Patent No. 254,150 were issued
to W. O. Nichols on the 28th day of February,

1832, and of which Letters Patent I am now
the owner.

alluded to will support the instep of a boot or
shoe; but it is open to the objection that when

the last is withdrawn from the boot or shoe |
‘there is no provision to prevent the former

from following the movement of the last and

- being w ithdrawn with the latter.
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The object of my invention is to avoid this

objection, which I acecomplish by a former
having the following characteristics, namely:
a hollow body portmn arched and shaped to
the contour of the front top portion and instep
of a last, terminating in side pieces extending

v earwmrdly and curved at their extremities to
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pass around the heel end of the last, so that
when the last is withdrawn from the boot or

shoe the curved extremities of the side pieces
abuv or bear against the inner side of the heel |

portion of the boot or shoe and act as stops to
prevent any rearward movement of the former
in withdrawing the last.

" The 1nvent1011 is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which FKigure 1 repre-
sents a side elevation of my improved boot or
shoe former shown as placed on the outside
of an ordinary last. Fig. 2representsa cross-

- section on the line A B, shown i Fig. 1; and

. 45I

‘50 the last, surmunds the htter except at the | not been pulled out, and it prevents the vamp 100

Fig. 3 represents a pelspectwe view of the

- 1mproved former.

Similar letters refer to Slmﬂ.;u: parts where-
ever they occur on the chfferent p&rts of the
drawings.

¢ represents an ordinary wooden or metal
last, and b represents my improved hollow or
skeleton shoe- former, which, when in use on

The former shown in the patent |

manner as on any ordinary solid last.

¥ bottom as the 1mproved former b is m&de bot-

tomless, as shown in Fig. 3. |
Theimproved skeleton former may be made

continuousall round the last, or split at the
point b at the rear or any other place to enable

of any required height as may be desired from -
the lower edge upward, and it may be made

1t to be placed more easily upon the last, and

1 to enable the lattel to be withdrawn, ifso de-
'ull ed.
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- In usmﬂ this bottomless skeleton former,

the last ¢ can be turned down or made smallel

all round equal to the thickness of the skele-
ton former b, s0 that the last and former to-

gether may be equal to the last ordinarily used

In making the required size of boot or shoe.

The former b is placed on the reduced last @, .

and the shoe is then lasted thereon in the same

When
the shoe is lasted, I pull out the solid last a
and leave the skeleton former b within the

shoe, by which the latter is retained in its
“proper shape during the subsequent manipu- -

lations until the shoe isfinished,when I remove
the bottomless skeleton for mer b from within

‘the upper of the boot or shoe.

~ This improved former being without any

‘bottom, the shoe with the former in it can

have the sole sewed or nailed on on a McKay
or other sewing-machine, or other various
maehmeS, without str ammq or wrinkling the
vamp or upper part of the boot or shoe It
also keeps the sole inits proper shape and does
not require the operator to straighten it out in
sewing the shoe, as is often the case, and it
keeps the machine from running oif the inner

| sole on the inside of the shoe while 1t is being
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stitched. Adfter the sole has been nailed or

stitched onto the shoe, it can be beaten out,
have the edge of the sole trimmed and set up,
heel nailed on and shaved, and all other parts

of the work done on a solid last introduced

within the hollow skeleton former in the same
manner- as on the ordinary solid lasts.
this work can be done. and the shoe finished
and ready for packing without. removing the
improved skeleton bottomless former 5,whieh

| keeps the shoe in its proper shape all the time

in the same manner as if the ordinary last had
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and upper part of the shoe from getting | ent No. 227,631, dated May 18, 1880, as such

strained, wrinkled, or broken up at any time
during the manufacture. of the shoe.

It 18 an advantage to most of the operators
to have this skeleton former in the shoe, as it
keeps the upper up in its place and away from
the edge of the sole while trimming and setting
the latter. 'When the shoe is finished and
ready for packing,Iremovetheskeleton former
b from within the shoe.

By the use of thismyimproved shoe-former
I am able to dispense with a great percentage
of ordinary costly lasts, as the latter are only
needed forlasting the shoes, and consequently
are only needed for use a much shorter time
as compared with the old manner of making
shoes. "‘

I do not wish to be understood as claiming
what is shown in the patent hereinbefore al-

20 luded to, or as claiming what is shown in Pat- |

do not constitute my invention.

What I wish to secure by Letters Patent,and
) claim, 18— |

As animproved article of manufacture, the
within-described device for expanding the up-
per of a boot or shoe, consisting of a hollow
| bottomless body portion arched and shaped to
the contour of the front top portion of a last,
and terminating in side pieces extending rear-
wardly and curved at their extremities to pass
around the heel end of the last, and serve to
prevent the withdrawal of the former in re-
moving the last, substantially as deseribed.

nature in presence of two witnesses.
ANDREW W. ROGERS.
Witnesses:
ALBAN ANDREN,
HENRY CHADBOURN.
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In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig- 35
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