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- necting the carrying-piece to the belt, and |
Tig. 4 illustrates how a camp-kettle may be
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To all whom it may concern :

The bearer or carrym.gr piece @ con&sts,

Be it known that I, ALFRED WiENDDL of ! mainly, of an angle-piece of sheet iron or steel.

Dresden, in the kmﬂ'dom of Saxony; German

Empire, have 1nvented an Improvement in
Means for Carrying Knapsacks for Military,

Tourists’, and- other Purposes, of which the

followmﬂ 18 a specification.

~ The obgect of this invention is to promde'

means by which the load or weight of the
knapsack, generally carried on the back by
military men, tourists, &c., is taken away from
the shoulders and chstrlbuted over a larger

area of the body.

Hitherto, in the mode of carr ying the Knap-

sack, the entire weight or load of it rested by

means of straps on “the comparatively small
surface or area presented by the shoulders.

The straps used in some countries by military
men are provided with hooks by which such

straps-are hooked underneath the sword-belt,
but they do not relieve the shoulders. The

freedom of movementin the shoulders greatly

promotes the comfort and facility in march-
ing. By the hereinafter-described means the
necessary mobility of the shoulders 1s not in-
terfered with by the knapsack, and the per-
son is better able to endure exertion or fatigue.

The object sought 1s attained by pr 0v1d111g a -

rest or bearer for carrying the knapsack, which
piece.is supported by a chain fixed to and car-
ried by the coat 1n such a manner that the coat
forms a broad belt for distributing the weight
of the knapsack on the person. The load or
weight of the knapsack does not rest, as here-

tofore by small straps upon compamtlvely
small pmts of the body, but is carried or dis-

tributed in front and on the sides of the but-
toned coat. The shoulder-straps now merely
serve to hold the knapsack toward the body.

The bearer, or car Tying-piece, upon which the
knapsack rests 18 not carried by the sword-
belt, (though the bearer or carrying-piece 1S
a,tta,ched to this belt,) but is carried or sup-

ported by the connectwn to the coat.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents part

‘of a coaf, with my knapsack-holding device in

place. Flﬂ‘ 2 is a section at ¢ #. Iig. 3 rep-
resents a modlﬁcatmn in the mapner of Ccon-

" connected to the sword-belt and form the sup-
port for the kuapsack.

1

.The horizontal pfu‘t b of this angle-piece forms 5 5

the rest for the knapsack. The part b 18 sup-
ported by the brace- piecec. Thevertical part
d is provided with a hook, ¢, into which the
chain is passed. The bear er or cart ying plece
@, with its vertical part d, 18 now either In- 6o

serted into a sheath, £, fastened to the belt {,

as seen in Fig. 3, or 1t is fixed to said belt by
means of a screw-bolt, f, and nut g, as shown

in Figs. Land 2. In using this bolt and nut-
it 18 1ecommeuded to insert or place between g5
the belt I and the carrying-piece ¢ a cushion,

h, stuffed in any suitable manner; but. this
cusluon may also be used as a repository for
lint, flaps, patches, or such like soft articles

of outﬁt for marching men. This cushion 50
transfers the pressure of the palb dto alarger
area of the body. The chain ¢ may be hooked
into two hooks, protruding at any convenient
part from the coat or the chain may at its one.

“end be fixed to the coat by a button, a ball, 75

or an eye, and may be hung with 1ts other end
in a hook or ring, according to the required

' length, this hook or ring being also fixed to
the coat. The chain must be of such length

that it actually carries the bearer a by the Scj

‘hook ¢, and that this bearel a 18 11013 carried

by the belt 1.

It is of 1mp0rtance that the two devlees for
fa%temno the c¢hain to the coat—mnamely, the
button, b"lll or eye on one side, and the hook 85
OT TINg ON the other side—are not merely sewed -
or fbttached to the: cloth or its lining, but are
sewed or attached to straps or pa,tches of
leather or similar strong -material, which ex- -
tend over a large area at the inside of the coat. go

The load or welght of the Lnapsack 1S trans-

ferred by means of the chain ¢ and the bearer
or carrier « b ¢ d to a large area of the body;
in fact, the coat, buttoned in front, forms a |
broad belt car rymg the knapsack. The shoul- 95
ders are perfectly freed from pressure, load,
or weight, and are not hindered in moblhty

| durmg marching.

For military pulposes there may be used

instead or in the place of the bearer Or €arry- 100

ing-piece a the field or camp-kettle a', 'which
18 to be attached or fixed in the abeve de-
scribed manner to the sword-belt. Into the

two lugs of the field or camp kettle ¢’ the chain




7 18 hooked, which chain in this instance may |

be made in two parts—one for eftch side of the

kettle. The cover of the kettle a, forms the
rest for the knapsack; the kettle ' itself forms

the bearer or carrying-piece, which h: wmgs by

- the chains 4, the chains bemn* suppmted by

10O

the buttoned coat 1n the above- descrlbed man-

ner.,

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination, with the Ln%psnch-
bearer, of attaching dewces for connecting
such bem er to the coat at the sides theleof
substantially as specified.

-9 - | | 292,066

2. The combination, with the knapsack-
bemm of the Rtt‘lchlllﬂ‘ devices for connect- 15
ing such bearer to the coat ab the sides thereof

-and the device for connecting the bearer to

the waist-belt, substantially as specified.
This SpeCIﬁCdtIOH signed by me thls 19th

~day of October, A. D. 1883.

ALFRED MENDEL.

Witnesses:
-~ WILHELM WIESETHUTTDR
MARTIN KORNER.,
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