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To all whom it may 'cé}wern -
Be it known that I, THOMAS J. MILLER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at North

Manchester, in the county of Wabash and

State of Indiana, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Car - Couplings;

and Ldo declare the following to be a. full, clear,

~ and exact deseription of the invention, such as
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will enable others skilled in the art to which

1t appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,

thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion. o
Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of this invention, and is a vertical section.
Fig. 2 is a top view, a portion of the draw-
head being removed. Tig. 3 is a horizontal

- 8ection. S
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Thisinvention has relation to car-.couplingS;

~and 1t consists in the construction and arrange-
ment of devices, as will be hereinafter fully de-

scribed, and particularly pointed out in the

claim appended. - |

30

39

40

43

Referring by letter to the accompanying
drawings, a designates the draw-head, which
18 provided with the flaring jaws b and the
link or coupling-bar receptacle ¢.

- Within the receptacle ¢ are provided the
automatic clamping-hooks d d, having bear-

ings near their rear.ends on a transverse rod,.
- ¢, between abutments f . The rear ends of |
the clamping-hooks d d are separated by a

coll-spring, g, encireling the rod e, and bear-
ing against the clamping-hooks in such man-
ner and with such force as to bring the hook

ends of the clamping-hooks together, or nearly

0. The outer ends of the hooks are ronnded

on their inner faces, to form a guide for the
introduction of the head of the eoupling-bar
h between them. |
Between the clamping-hooks d d, a short
distance behind the hooks, is pivoted a key,
¢, having its bearings in the upper and lower
walls of the draw-head. This key ¢ is provid- |

18 greater in width than in thickness. When
‘the. clamping -hooks d d are in their normal
position, the enlargement lies between them, .

without coming in contact with them. At this

time the coupling-bar may be Introduced, and

the hooks will engage its head and hold it. To

| ed with a rectangular enlargement, &, which
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uncouple the cars, it is only necessary to turn

the key until the width of the key is in a trans-

verse position in the receptacle ¢, when the

“hooks will be forced apart, and the coupling-
and to letters or. figures of reference marked |

bar may be withdrawn from the draw-head.
The draw-head « is also provided with holes

ior the ordinary coupling pin and link. The

draw-head has eyes /[ at one side, to receive
the ordinary coupling-pin when it is not in

| use, so that it may always be at hand when

needed. A spring on a rod, m, is provided at

the rear end of the draw-head, to prevent the

shock when the draw-heads come together.
- The handle of the key may extend to the top

of the car, so that it will not be necessary to

enter between the cars to uncouple them; and

| as they couple together automatically, all dan-

ger from accidents between the cars is obviated.
The device may be cheaply constructed, is
simple and easily
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operated, and is not liable
‘to.get out of order. | -

Having thus fully deseribed my inventioﬁ, -

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— | |
In a car-coupling, the combination, with the

draw-head having a coupling-bar receptacle,

of the clamping-hooks within the draw-head

on the transverse rod near the rear end of the .
receptacle, the coil-spring between their rear

ends, and the key having the rectangular en-
largement working between the clamping -
hooks, substantially as specified.
‘In testimony whereof Iaffix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses. | o
S THOMAS JEFFERSON MILLER.
Witnesses: I .
SAMUEL COGAN,
JACOB HARTER.
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