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of the plates which attach the legs to the seat-
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Be it known that I, ASHER B. STEVENS, of
Stapleton, county of Richmond, State of New
York, have invented an Improvement in Con-
vertible Chairs,of which the following deserip-
tion, in connection with the accompanying

This invention is animprovementon United
States Patent No. 179,851, to which reference
may be had. In that patent the upper ends
of the legs were connected by geared segm ents,
and the legswere held in adjusted position. by
means of a spring-pawl carried by one leg,
which engaged a ratchet connected with the
under side of the seat. '

Inmyinvention the upperendsofthe roller-
carrying legs are connected with metal plates
provided with gear-teeth to cause the said legs
to turn together in unison, and also with a se-
ries of independent notches,shown as arranged
In the are of a circle, to be engaged by means
of a locking device, shown as two rods, each of
which is operated by the same hand-lever.

Figure 1 representsin side view a converti-
ble chair embodying my invention, the seat
being in its most elevated position, the upper
end of the back leg being broken out to show
the metal plate which attaches the leg to the
seat-irame. Ifig. 2 is a section of the line »
Fig. 4, showing the legs in position to convert
the chair into a carriage. TFig. 3 is a partial
broken side elevation, showing the legs turned
to convert the chair into a rocker. Tig. 4 is
a partial rear side view of the chair, to show
the handle and lever of the locking device.
Fig. 5 18 a partial longitudinal section of the
side bar of the seat-frame, showing the spring
which acts to operate the locking device. Fig.
6 18 a section of the said side bar on the line
2", Fig. b, it also showing in section one of
the bars,which restsnear the said side bar and
holds the rods, the projecting ends of which
co-operate with the notched segmental parts

frame below the seat; and Fig. 7 a detail of
the side-bar with its attached guide., '
The chair-seat a, supported on the rigid
seaf-frame b, which may be of any usual shape,
has at each side of the seat-frame a pair of
legs, ¢ d, provided with rollers ¢ . The leg; |

are shown as forked or made in branches, for

sake of lightness and appearance. Tach leg, -

at 1ts upper end, is connected by suitable

screws, 2, with one of the quadrant-shaped

metal plates ¢* &, each of which has a series of 55

gear-teeth, 4. The legs ¢ d are pivoted upon
the frame b by screws or bolts ¢, extended
through the upper ends.of parts of each leg,
the said screws or bolts being also extended

through holes in the metal plates ¢® @ at such 6o

points as will caunse the gear-teeth 4 to mesh

and run together as two pinions when the legs

are turned about -the said screws as centers.
The plate ¢, connected with the front leg, c,

has a series of notches, 6 7 8 9, at the outside 65

of a bar forming part of the said plate, while
the plate &’, connected with the Dack leg, d,
‘has 1ts bar provided at its inner side with o
like series of notches. These notches 6 6 77 :

&ce., are simultaneously engaged by means of 70

a locking deviee, shown as composed of two
rods, f g, extended between two bars, %, placed
one closely against the inner side of one, and
the other against the inner side of the other
of the two side pieces of the seat-frame d. The
ends of these rods f ¢ project like pins be-
yond the outer sides of the bars h, and enter
slots or chambers made in the lower side bars
of the said frame. |

- Fig. 6 shows the projecting end of rod f, ex-
tended into a piston, f* in one of said slots or
chambers. The side bars (see Tig. D, which
shows a partial section thereof) are each pro-
vided with two suitable openings or chambers,
one only being shown in Fig. 5, one of which
will receive a piston, /7, acted upon by a spi-
ral spring, /%. The projecting ends of the rod
J enter holes in these pistons, as shown in Figs.

5 and 6, by therod f, and after passing through

a piston the ends of said rods are extended
out through a guide-plate, m, having an elon-
gated horizontal slot, the said plate being
screwed to the outer side of the part A2 by
screws 12. The projecting ends of rod ¢ are
extended through like guide-plates, and ma
also, 1f desired, be extended through like pis-
tons. The rear ends of the bars A, which carry
the rods f ¢, are joined with a rod, »/, which
has connected with it upright arms #/, pivoted
at 2* on the frame b, the said arms teing unit-
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ed at their upper ends by the handle 7#°, the
normal position of which is just under the
rear of the seat a, as in Fig. 2. The tendency
of the spiral springs f*—one in each side bar at
oppositesides of the seat—acting onthe pistons

£* and opposite ends of the rods f, is to cause

the bars h to bepressed toward the rear of the
chair-seat, so that the ends of the said rods f
¢ will be pushed into one or the other of the
series of notches 6, 7, 8, or 9, which may be
in line with them, and lock the plates and
legs in adjusted position. To move the bars
h and rods 7 ¢ from the said notches, 1t 1s only
necessary to pull the handle 7° over slightly in
the direction of the arrow, Fig. 2. -

Figs. 1 and 3 show the legs in thelr extreme |

positions, the notches 9 and 6 being then en-
caged by the rods fg. Each guide m (four
being used) is held in position by the screws
12. Thebars having the series of notches6 7,
or equivalents, are curved so that the said
notches fall in a circle the center of which 1s
the screw ot bolt ¢, and outside these bars are
ears 13, with which the outermost portions of
the legs are attached, thus making the metal

‘plates as light and cheap as possible.

The legs might be held in position by a
locking device having but one rod f, engag-
ing only the notches of plates ¢’; but both rods
are best, as the chair is held more securely.

I claim— - | .

1. In a child’s chair, the seat-frame, legs ¢
d, and attached metal plates ¢* &*, geared to-

291,952

oether and provided with the notched mem-

‘bers, as shown, combined with a locking de- 35

vice to engage the notches 6 6 7 7 8 8 in said
members to hold thelegs in position, substan-
tially as described. |

2. The seat-frame, pivoted legs,.and con-
nected metal plates, provided with gear-teeth 40
and holding-notches, combined with the rods

fand bar m, and lever and handle to move

bar m in one direction and a spring to move
the said bar in the opposite direction.
- 3. The quadrantal metal plates ¢’ d', pro- 45
vided with gear-teeth 4 and mnotches 6 7 8§,
combined with the legs ¢ d, to which said
plates are secured, and the seat-frame, to
which thelegs are pivoted through said plates,
and means to engage the notches to hold said 50
legs as they are adjusted upon their pivots,
substantially as shown and described.

4. The combination, in a child’s chair, of .
the seat-frame, legs pivoted thereto, notched

‘quadrantal plates geared together to connect 53
the legs to each other, and brace each indivi-
‘dual leg, and rods or pins toenter the notches
of said plates tohold thelegs in position, sub-

stantially as shown and described.
~In testimony whereof [ have signed my name 60
to this specification in the presence of two sub-

seribing witnesses. S
- ASHER b. STEVIENS.
Witnesses:

KzrA A. LAMB,
GEORGE O. FISHER.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

