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To all whom ¢ may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES H. PARKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mil-
ford, in the county of Worcester and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Instep-Holders for the
Uppers of Laced Shoes in the Operation of

TLasting; and I declare the following to be a
description of my said invention sufﬁolentlv

full, clear, and exact to enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and

use the same, reference being had to the ac-

- companying dlawmns, which form a part of

20

‘this specification.

The object of my present invention is to pro-
vide means for.confining the uppers of shoes
across the lacing-slit, so as to retain the two

sidesinproper 'r'e]ative position, and to prevent
‘them from becoming strained apart in the op-

eration of lasting, or when drawing the uppers
onto the lasts; also, to provide a holding de-
vice that will permit a certain degree of longi-
tudinal movement while eonﬁmnfr the parts
laterally; also, to provide a double hook or
holding devices adjustably secured to the in-

step of the last, and adapted for engaging one ,

Or More pairs of the lacing holes or eyelets for
confining the upper, as more fully hereinafter
set forth, These. objects I attain by mechan-
ism the nature of which is illustrated in the
drawings and explained in the following de-

Scrlptlon the subject-matter claimed being |

B heremaftel definitely specified.

' sepambe from the last, on larger scale.
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‘nature of my invention.
-of a last with my mstep ‘holder applied there-

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a Jasted shoe- -upper, illustrating the
Iig. 218 a plm view

- Fig. 3 is a plan view of the instep-holder
Kig.
4 is a transverse section, and Flﬂ‘ 518 a longi_-

tudinal section, of the same, sh()wing 1ts ar-

rangement on the last.

ﬁcatlon of the device.
In referring to the drawings, A denotes the

last, B the shoe-upper, and G the holding de-

Iig. 6 shows a modi-

| Vlce whlch consists of a enrved bar having its

ends ¢ turned upward, and formed of proper
size and shape to enter the eyelets or lacing-

holes d in the two sides of the upper B, so as
 to connect them together and prevent the lac-
- Ing-slit fr om being stra,med open when draw- |
‘ing the upper over the edge of the inner sole

in the procesé of lasting the shoe. The hoolk

or bar Cis adjustably attached to the last, 1t
| baving aswivel-connection with aslotted plate,

E, fitted upon the instep of the last or last-
block, and secured by screws or otherwise,
the part C being movable in the slot, so as

to permit of the hook being varied in posi-

tion longitudinally of the slot, and in angular
adjustment to meet the evelet holes as they
occur in different uppers. The sides e of the
plate E can be slightly raised, or a channel, «,

can be formed in the top of the last, to accom-
modate the head f of the connecting stud or

pintle; or the holding-hook can be connected

tothelast in othersuitable manner. One, two,
or more holders or double hooks (Cmay be ar-
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ranged upon the last, or used for retaining the

upperat several 1)051‘010115 along thelacmn -slit,

if desired. Thelong slot in the plate K &llows
the hook to move forw&rd without straining on
the holes when the upper is drawn over the
toe of the last, while lateral movement 18 pre-
vented. The holder or double hook C serves
to center the upper uniformly upon the last,
and to hold it from spreading at the slit. Thus
the proper full size over the instep is main-
tained, while 1t obviates the necessity of tying
or lacing the uppers before they are lasted.

It also actsto prevent the last- block from slip-.

ping back during the olaemtlons of mmmf%
turing the shoes.

In lieu of making the hook C to .connect
with the last by a slotted plate and swivel-stud,
as shown, said hook may be made with a cen-
tral eye, ¢*, arranged to run on a rod or wire,
K, as illustrated in Iig. 6, the ends of the
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wire & being turned down and driven into the -

wood of the last, or bent with eyes and secured

thereto by scr LWS- or. attached in any other

sultable manner.
The hook C can be formed of steel wire, flat

band-iron, malleable casting, or of other suit-
| able mateua,l as desired.
What I claim as of my invention, and de-

sire to secure by Letters Patent, iS—

1. The combination, with a 1ast of a double
hook adapted to eonﬁne the two sides of a shoe-
upper and prevent-the lacing-slit from being
strained apart in the oper ation of lasting, as

set forth.,

2. The combination, Wlth a last of a double

hook adjustably attached to the 11lstep there-

00

100




10

(S

of, and adapted to engage the eyelets orlacing: !
holes 1n a shoe-upper for retaining said 111)1}(311‘5
inposition during the 0pemt10n 01 1"1%t1n

stantially as sct forth.

3. The combination, w ith a h%t of A d{)uble_

hook adapted to have free lonwltudnﬂl move--|

~ment toward or from the toe, Whlle it 1s con- |

. fined from lateral movement, bubshntmll\f as |
o fand for the purpose set 101t11. i . 1

b The combination, with the mstep of a4

Sllb-: |

U9L,077

last, of the slotted plate B and double hook

OF swiveled therein, subst‘lnmally as rmd fm;;
the. purpose set forth.. SRS

ertm,scs my hand ‘U]]S‘ 03(1 dﬂV Of "\Ifu g L
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