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To all whomy it may concerm: |
Be it known that I, GEORGE CROUCH, of
- New York, in the county of New York and
~ State of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Trunk-Catches,
of which the following is a specification.
- My invention relates to improvements in
trunk-catches; and the objects of my improve-
~ ments are to provide a simple and inexpen-
10 Sive cateh for boxes avd trunks, which shall
 have special provision for securing against an
accidental unfastening of the parts. I attain
these objects by the simple construction 1llus-
 trated in the accompanying drawings, in
15 which— -
" Figurelisa front elevation of myimprove
catch. Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof. Xig.
3 is a vertical section thereof on line z x ot
Fig. 1. Tig. 4 is a horizontal section thereof
o on line 4 y of Fig. 1, and Fig. 5 is a rear ele-
vation of the keeper-plate. | |
A designates a plate adapted to be secured
" to the front of the trunk-lid, as by screws,
nails, orrivets, and having journaled orhinged
25 therein the swinging loop B. | |
" (is the keeper-plate, having upon its front
side a holding lug or stud, «, preferably cast
integral with said plate. -
Fitted to slide longitudinally in the lug a |
is a spring-pressed bolt, b, beveled off upon
the front side of its lower end, and having a
depression in its front, the upper shoulder of
“which constitutes a finger-piece, ¢, for forcing
said bolt longitudinally against the power of
35 its spring d. Said bolt b lies within a recess
cut vertically through the front of the lug a,
and a pin or stud, ¢, passes through a slot in
the metal at the rear of said bolt into the
chamber e, upon the back of the keeper-plate,
40 where a small plate or washer, £, riveted or
otherwise secured to the rear end of the pin g,
holds thebolt in place. The spring dsurrounds
the post %, and has one arm resting against
one wall of the chamber ¢, while its other arm
45 bears against the plate i, whereby the spring
has 2 constant tendency to force the bolt into
the position in which it is represented in the
drawings. A protecting rim or flange, m, pro-
jects from the front of the keeper-plate C, and
o incloses the lug @ upon its two vertical and
lower sides, but with space enough between
it and the lug to admit the lower end of the |

loop B.
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sisting of a plate having a swinging loop jour-.
naled therein, the keeper-plate having a hold-

i . Other ordinary means may be employed for |
‘mounting the bolt and its spring, so long as 55

the spring has a constant tendency to hold the
end of the bolt projected beyond the edge of
the lug @, and the bolt is adapted to slide back

! out of the way when the loop is pressed up-

on it.

In use the loop and its plate will be secured
to one part of the trunk and the keeper-plate
to the other part—as, for instance, by secur-
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ing the loop-plate to the fronb of the trunk-

lid and the keeper to the front of the trunk-
body. When thus secured and the trunk 1s
closed, the loop lies with the inside of 1ts
lower end resting upon the lower and beveled
end of the bolt. By depressing the loop the
bolt is forced back out of the way, the loop 70
closes down upon the keeper-plate and around
the lug ¢, and the spring-pressed bolt SNaps
into position with its projecting end over the
front of the loop, to seécurely fasten it in place.
The projecting flange or rim surrounds, the
end of the bolt and prevents it from being
pressed inward to unfasten the loop by acci-
dent. In order tounfasten the catch, the bolt
is lifted by an upward pressure of one finger
upon the finger-piece to release the loop, so 8o -
that it may be disengaged from the lug. |

I am aware of the patent to C. A. Taylor of
May 21, 1878, No. 203,860, and various other
patents showing slight variations thereot, and
the same are hereby disclaimed. Said pat- 85
ent to Taylor shows a snap-hook with a pro-
jecting rim upon the plates, into which 1t
snaps. My improvement differs from them
all in the fact that after the loop engages the.
rigid projection or lug it is held against accl-
dental displacement by a rigid spring-pressed
catch, which projects over a portion of the
swinging loop. o

I claim as my inventlon—

The herein-described fastening device, con-
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ing-lug, and a spring-pressed catch or bolt -
adapted to retreat as the loop passes over and
engages the holding-lug, and then to snap 100
back into position to engage the loop agalnst
aceidental displacement, substantially as de-
seribed. | | |
‘Witnesses: GEORGE CROUCH.,
JAMES DEMAREST,
- WILLIAM A. BARR.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

