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10 all whom it muay concern :

Be it known that I, JoEN C. DUEBER, of
Newport, Campbell county, Ientucky, have
invented a new and useful Wateh-Case Cen-
ter, of which the following is a specification.

. . . I
My invention relates to a construetion of

the ring-formed middle member of a watch-
case, technically known as the ‘“center,”” and
18 more particularly designed to facilitate and
perfect the manufacture of those watch-case
centers that are formed out of “rolled gold
plate,”” (sheet-brass, gold-plated on oneside.)

In the customary mode of forming such cen-
ters by pressing and ‘‘spinning’’ froma **hoop’’
of the plated material, very many pieces are
(eveninthehandsofthehigh-paid artisansusn-
ally employed on this work) rendered unfit
for making up into cases, in consequence of
the rupture of the thin lamina of gold at the
sharp salient angles required to enable the
backs, caps, and bezels to “‘snap”’ snugly
upoint the center. The diesthusemployed are
difficult to make and correspondingly costly.
This loss and damage I avoid by first stamp-
ing out of the rolled plate two annular parts
whose meeting edges are coincident with the
middle plane or equator of the watch-case,
and are adapted to be serewed and afterward
‘“burnished’’ and locked together. Centers
thus manufactured can be wore perfectly and
accurately finished,even by inferior workmen,
al & great saving of material and wages.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents an ordinary blank of rolled gold
plate. Figs. 2and 3 represent annular pieces
stamped out from such blanks. Fig. 4 rep-
resents by longitudinal section such a piece
about to be subjected to the second operation
in a suitable die. Figs. 3and 6 represent two
annular pieces (for the front and rear halves
of the center, respectively) thus produced.
¥Fig. 7 represents by longitudinal section such
2 piece about to be subjected to the third op-
eration in @ suitable die. Fig. Sisatop view
of lower member of said die. FTig. 9 is a
side view of the male or front and partly side
and partly sectional view of the rear annular
plece, and Fig, 10 is an interior perspective
view of the female annular piece as it appears
after the desired screw -threads have been
formed upon the overlapping lips. Tigs. 11

and 12 are respectively an equatorial and an
axial section of a finished center constructed
on my plan.

A and B represent annular pieces for the sz
“male’” and “ female’” partsof my improved
center, the same being stamped from a blank
of rolled gold plate, C, such as is eustomarily
employed in the manufacture of plated cen-
ters. ‘The annular pizces A and B, having, 6o
by means of a suitable die, Fig. 4, been made
to assume the forms shown in Figs. 5 and 6,
in which the steps or snaps ¢ b have rect-
angular angles, are subsequently, byomeans
of another die, Fig. 7, pressed into a form in 653
which the snaps become acutely angular, as
shown in Figs. 9 and 12. The lips of tlie an-
nular pieces are then screw - threaded, the
male piece on the outside, as shown at ¢, and
the female piece on the inside, as shown at d'. )
The two annular pieces are then serewed
tightly together, and, if desired, burnished on
one or both sides of the joint, so as to close
sald joint and render it invisible; or the same
effect may be produced by knurling, engrav- 73
Ing, orotherwise ornamenting., Finally, cither
pendant-bearing D or hinge-bearing I, being
soldered in place, operate (one or both) to
hermetically lock the two parts together.

Soldering or brazing may also be applied 8o
over the joint on the center’s concave inner
suriace when desired,

Inanother applicationof even date herewith
I have described and claimed another means
for connecting the two parts of a center, in 83
which the lips are **spun’’ together, and se-
cured from turning one within the other bya
locking-piece.

I claim—

1. A wateh-case center consisting of two go
annular parts or zones, each part having alip,
one lip being fitted within the other.

2. A watch-case center consisting of two
parts, each part having a lip, one lip having
a female screw-thread, the other lip having a g5
male screw-thread to fit the female serevw-
thread.

o 3 ‘ Cor : /

5. A watchi-case center consisting of two!
parts having their lips fittine one within the
other, and a pendant locking the parts to- 100
gether. |

In testimony of which inventien 1 hereunto
set my hand. |

JOHN (),

Attest: |
Gro. . KX16my,
N. BOoCKItoLnD.
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