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10 all whom tt may concermn :

Be it known that we, MERRITT F. WHITE
and DAVID (3. SHERIDAN citizens ofthe United
States, residing at Budgeport in the county
of F I‘alrﬁeld and State of Conneetlcut have in-

- vented certain Improvements in Harness and
‘we do.declare the following to be a full, clear

and exact description of the mventlon such
as will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the drawings, and to the
letters and ﬁgures of reference marked ther e-
on, which form part of this specification.

- Our invention is a combined halter and
bridie; and it consists of a halter, which is
constantly worn by the horse, and 2 supple-

-mental strap having the bits adJustabI} con-

nected thereto, the smd strap suspended S0 as
to be readily applled and form with the hal-
ter a bridle.

- In the drawings, which serve to illustrate

our invention, Iigure 1 represents a view in
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perspective of the supplemental strap sus-
pended. Fig. 21is a perspective view of the
snap. Ig. 3 18 & broken view in perspective

of the lower portion of one of the free ends.

of the strap, showing the same provided with
a stiffening-strip of metal and an adjustable
clip to connect with the bit.” Fig. 4 is a view
of the clip opened. - Fig. 5 replesents a per-
spective view of the tongue of the snap. Fig.
6 represents a horse’s head provided with
an ordinary halter having the snap attached
thereto. Fig. 7 1eplesents a view of the ap-
paratus properly adjusted and ready for op-
eration.

Referring to the drawings, A replesents the
supplement&l strap; ¢ «, 1133 lower ends; ¢ ¢,
adjustable clips; d, bolb Z nut; B, metal strlp,
C, snap; e, tono*ue 1, spung, D suspended
cord; E, catch; P bit.

The stmp A F1 1, which prefel ably con-

s1sts of one plece or strlp 18 bent in the form

of a loop, and has secured to each of the lower
ends, a a, the adjustable clips ¢ ¢, which con-

nect with the r ings g g of the bit ¥. The strap

A may be constr racted entirely of leather or
other material stiff enough to retain its proper
shape, or it may be further stiffened by insert-
ing the metal strip B within the folds of the
strap A, as seen at Fig. 3; in other words,
two strlps of leather are stltched together at

| the edges, leaving a central opening or pocket

to receive the metal strip.

The lower end of the clip, which is attached
to the bit-ring, may be made in the form of a
common snap; but we prefer to construet it in
two parts, as ShOWll each a counterpart of the
other, and jointed at the lower end by the pin
or rivet h, (see Fig. 4,) and the upper parts,
% 7, promded with the series of holes j, which,
In connection with a hole provided thlouﬂ*h
the end of the strap, will give the necessary
adjustment, the same secured by the bolt d
and nut 7. To connect the clip with the ring
of the bit, it is detached from the strap A and
opened in the manner as shown in Fig. 4 4, the
two sections 7 ¢ swinging by each other on the
pin /4, the ring dr 0pped into the receptacle K,
the sections closed_, and the clip secured to
the strap.

The snap O, Fig. 2, has the pendant tongue

¢ and the hole m provided (see Fig. 5) 130 re-

ceive the pin n, Ifig. 2, on which it freely
swings. The lower end_ of the tongue enters
the slot o of the base p and abuts against the
end q of the same. A similar slotis provlded

in the top of the snap to admit the tongue.

The lateral projections » 7 of the tongue, Wthh
rest in the recess s of the snap, are prowded

by the aid of which the tongue is raised, and
hung, as it is, forward of the center, it would
always drop; but 1t 1s thought best to employ
the spring f, situated on top "of the snap, which
exerts a shcrht pressure and prevents rattling.

The snap C is secured to the neck-strap of the
headstall, Fig. 6, and we prefer to widen the

said strap by the addltmna,l piece, u, to be used

as a seat to which the base of the snap 18 se-
cured. The headstall, as represented by Fig.
6, with the snap att;ached forms a per manent
fixture on the horse, and is never removed
therefrom. The stmp A 18 suspended from
the ceiling by the cord D, having cateh E, and
within easy reach and dir ectly over the p031-
tion the head of the horse will oceupy when
1n the shafts or at the pole of the vehicle.
When mnecessary to hiteh, the suspended
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strap A, with bits attached, as represented at

Fig. 1, is pulled downward and released from
the catch K, the bits placed in the mouth, the
strap is swunw over the head, the curved por-
tion or top b Strlkmn the tonwue, raising the
same, allowing the St ap to pass under, when
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the tongue will dmp and securely connect the | strap provided with a bit, the former adapted

strap A. with the headstall. To unhitch or

disconnect the same, the tongue 18 raised, the

strap withdrawn {rom the snap, when the bits
5 will drop from the mouth.

In the device as above described 1t 18 evi-
dent that any form of bit may be used, either
straight or linked; and asthe strap which con-
nects with the bit passes over the head 1n a line

IO

in the mouth, and, securely locked as the strap
is within the snap, no amount of rubbing on
15 the part of the horse will displace 1t or alter

the position of the bit. |
‘What we claim as new, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent, is—

- 1. A combined bridle and halter composed,
20 essentially, of two parts, the one an ordinary
halter provided with a snap-hock secured to
~the mneck-strap, and a supplemental curved

parallel with the mouth, it follows that the
- strain on the bit will always be upward, thus
preventing any tendency of the same to drop

to be constantly worn by the horse, and the lat-
ter to be suspended over his head, so as to be 25
readily applied to form a bridle, as set torth.

2. Asanimprovementin a combined bridle
and halter, to facilitate ready hitching, the
combination, with the halter without a bif, as

shown, and having the holdfast or snap C at- 30

tached to the neclk-strap ¢ thereof, of the sup-
plemental strap A, re-enforeced by the metal
strip B, the lower end of the branches a ¢ of
said strap being adjustably connected to the
bit by the clips ¢, having the sections < ¢, holes 335
7, and pin £, as set forth. | - '

In testimony that we claim the foregoing we
have signed our names in the presence of two
subseribing witnesses.

MERRITT F. WHITE.  [L. 8.
DAVID G. SHERIDAN. [L.s.

VWitnesses:
WM. N. BEARDSLEY,
- SAaML, T. HOUGHTOXN.
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