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Zo all whom it may concern.:

Be.it known that I, NELsON LENNON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Ceylon,
county of Erie, and State of Ohio, have invented
a certain new and useful Improvement in Ve-
hicles; and I do hereby declare the following to
be a description of the sam e, and of the man-
ner of constructing and using the invention,
In such full, clear, concise, and exact terms
as to enable any person skilled in the art to
whieh it appertains to construct and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, which form a part of this speci-
fication, the principle of the.invention being
herein explained, and the best mode in which
I have contemplated applying that prineciple,
80 as to distinguish it from other inventions.

My invention is designed to provide an im- |

proved method of swinging a vehicle-top to
one side, 8o as to permit of casy getting in or
out of the vehicle.

Heretofore there have been two different
ways devised for swinging a vehicle-top to one
side. The first one pivoted the seat centrally
to the vehicle-body, and swung the seat, to-
gether with the vehicle-top, obliquely to the
vehicle-body. The second one swung the
vehicle-top independently of the seat, so as to
place the vehicle-top obliquely to the latter.
This was done by a frame-work attached to
the upper portion of the seat, and consisting
of several movable parts adapted to be rela-
tively adjusted as the vehicle-top was swung.

My invention differs from both said previ-
ous methods; and it consists of a rigid frame
which carries the vehicle-top, and is located
In a horizontal plane below the seat, said frame
being detachably pivoted in position at each
forward side portion, and adapted to have
sliding movement

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of the invention applied as
In use, the vehicle-top being represented as
swung to one side. Tig. 2 is a side elevation

of the swinging frame, represented as in nor- F

mal closed position. Fig. 3 is a view of the

frame alone. Tig. 4 is a perspective view of

the forward

hicle at will.

partially beneath the seat. |

the seat and seat-support without the SWing-
Ing frame, and showing the space inwhich the
latter fits.

inafter referred to.

The seat A of a vehicle is mounted on =
support, B, the two forming between them, at
both sides and in the rear, an open horizontal
Space, U. Within this space the Swinging «:
frame D fits and works, being thereby located
in a horizontal plane below the seat. . Raid
frame consists, substantially, of two parallel
side portions, ¢, and a rear connecting por-
tion, b. , - -

- Secured to the outer marginal portion of
the frame is a railing, E, to which the vehicle.
top is secured. This vehicle top and railing
are merely shown to illustrate the practical
application of my invention, and either of
them may be changed to
form. : - _.
Kach side portion of the frame has secured
to 1ts under side a longitudinal wearing-plate,
K. A similar plate, G, is secured on each ~g
edge of the vehicle-body, and the two sets of
plates are adapted to register with each other.

Kach plate F has its rear extremity formed
with a depending hook, ¢, which projects for-
wardly, and fits under the rear extremity of ~«¢
the corresponding plate, G. Rach plate. G
has its forward extremity formed with a raised
hook, d, which projects rearwardly, and fits
over the forward extremity of the correspond- |
ing plate, F. A pin, H, detachably pivots 8o
extremities of the two sets of
plates together at each side of the frame.
LThe hooks serve to interlock the plates, and

60

65
any other desired .

‘ald in preventing loose motion or play of the

frame when innormal position. The pins lock
the frame in closed position, and permit of its
being readily swung to either side of the ve.
By removing one of the pins
the other one serves as a pivot on which the
rigid frame can swing, the free side of the lat-
ter being thus adapted to be moved back, so

35
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_as to carry the corresponding side of the ve-

hicle-top to a position where it will be out of |
the way of any person getting in or out of the
vehicle. By this swinging movement the for- g5
ward portion of the free side of the frame ean

be moved to a position in rear of the vertical
plane, in which the forward portion of the cor-
responding side of the seat is located. This |
adjustment causes the ‘goose-neck, the slat- 1ou

Fig. 5 is a view of the frame here- irons, and the top-cover to be simultaneously
| & Swinging movement, and

thrown back in




IO

leaves the corresponding side of the seat
and unobstructed. :

My invention is also adapted for use as a
shifting-top device, to permit the vehicle to be
readily used as an openbuggy. By removing
both pivots, the swinging frame, with the ve-
hicle-top, can be removed from the vehicleand
a suitable false frame be substituted therefor.
This false frame may be of any suitable char-

acter, and I have shown in Fig. 5 one form

thereof as an illustration.
The swinging frame is preferably made in
part of wood and in part of iron; but any suit-

~ able material may be used.

Other forms of wearing-plates may be sub-
stituted for the onesherein shown; also, other
means for preventing loose motion of the swing-
ing frame when in normal position, and the

~ pins may be substituted by other devices
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adapted to accomplish the same end.

If desired, the back and arm rests may be
secured to the swinging frame instead of to the
seat. o |

It will be understood that omissions, substi-
tutions, and changes may be made as regards
the forms and parts herein set forth, provided
the principles of construction and operation
embraced in the following claims are retained
and employed.

I therefore particularly point out and dis-
tinctly claim as my invention— .
1. In a vehicle, the combination, with ave-
hicle-top, of a frame, which carries it, and 1s
pivoted in position at either one of its two for-

clear | ward side portions, said frame being rigid and 33

having free swinging movement on said single
point, substantially as set forth. N

2. In a vehicle, the combination, with aseat
having an open space formed beneath it at each
side, of a swinging frame carrying the vehicle- 40
top, and adapted to fit in said spaces, substan-
tially as set forth. -

3. In a vehicle, the combination, with a seat
and a seat-support, the two forming open hori-

zontal spaces between them at the sides and 45

in the rear, of a swinging frame carrying the
vehicle-top, and adapted to fit in sald spaces,

and means for locking said frame therein, sub-

stantially as set forth.

4. Inavehicle, the combination,withaframe 50
which carries the vehicle-top, and is detach-
ably pivoted in position at each forward side
portion, of plates secured, respectively, to the
frame and the vehicle-body, said plates inter-
locking by hooks formed, respectively, ontheir
extremities, substantially as set forth.

5. In a vehicle, the combination, with a seat
and a rigid frame adapted to be swung ob-
liquely thereto, of railing secured to said
frame, and a vehicle-top secured to said rail- 60

535

ing, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I ¢laim the foregoing to be
my invention I have hereunto set my hand
this 25th day of August, A. D. 1883.

- | NELSON LENNON.

Witnesses: -

S. H. LLENNON,
LoweLL M. BATOX.
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