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o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Louls Goppu, of Win-
chester, county of Middlesex, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in

5 Buttons, of which the following description, |

in connection with the accompanying draw-
1ngs, 18 a specification, like letters on the drasyw-
Ings representing like parts.

This invention in buttons has for its object
Improvements in the form and application of
the shank to the head thereof.
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In accordance with my invention the shank |

18 composed of a piece of wire bent to form
an eye and a neck with shoulders, against
which the under side of the head of the button
acts, the prongs of the shank passing through
holes in the head and being clinched at the
upper side of the head, the points of the
prongs being preferably made as clinching-
points. After this the head of the button,
composed of wood or leather, or other sub-
stanceusually employed for buttons, is finished
by japan, paint, or other enamel-like surface
Jow common for finishing buttons. -
25 - My invention consists in a button having a
solid head and a shank, the two prongs of
- which are riveted, clinched, or fastened at
the top of or in the said head, as will be de-
scribed, the said shank being bent or formed
to constitute an eye and a neck, and a seat
for the said headl.

Figure 1 represents a piece of wire from
which to form ashank; Fig. 2, a shank formed
therefrom ; Fig. 3, a button-head; Fig. 4, a
button and shank united; Figs. 5 and 6, modi-
fications of forms of clinching-prongs of the
shank ; and Figs. 7 and 8 show the wires from
~which the shanks in Figs. 5 and 6 are made.

- The wire ¢, to form the shank for the but-
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. or barbed, as at 3, or provided with annular
or other projections common to sole-fastening
wires, as at 4, 8o as to increase the holding
power of the prongs 5 of the staple b in the
head ¢.. The wire ¢ shown in Fig. 1 is sev-
ered diagonally at 6 to make clinching-points
7 and avoid waste of stock, and when clinched,
as in Fig. 4, the said points will turn in the
same direction. The wire may be severed
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so diagonally, as shown in Figs. 7 and 8, wasting
the pieces ¢/, in which case the prongs thus

ing clinching-points. _
proper lengths, is bent to form an eye, 8, and
1s contracted above the eye to form a neck, 9,

ton, may be either plain, as at 2, or notched

| formed will turn both toward each other, as

in Kig. 5, or away from each other, asin Fig.

6. If desired, the points may be shaped in
other forms common to sole-fastenings hav- sg
The wire, severed into

and the wire is made, as shown at 10, to form
a seat for the button-head ec. | ',
- The head ¢ may be composed of wood, sole
or other leather, paper-board, or other manu-
factured substitute for leather or paper, or of
a molded compound composed more or less
of wood or paper, or from metal. If wood, 63
leather, or paper is employed for the head,
the same may and preferably will be com-
pressed or hardened in a suitable die as the
prongs are being forced into the head or are
belng clinched. After the prongs 5 are in- 70
serted in the head and secured, they will
not draw out from the same. "

In my improved button the holes for the
prongs extend through the head, and the
prongs of the shank are introduced therein #s
from the under side of the button, and the
head is retained on the shank by the action of
the prongs, portions of the same engaging the
material of the head within the holes oceupied
by the prongs. | |

This button may be used wherever eyed
buttons are commonly employed. |

Idonot herein claim abutton having a shank
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'provided with prongs extending below its head

to beinserted through the material upon which
the button is to be attached, as my invention
relates not to any novel mode of securing the
button to a fabric or to leather, but rather
to Improvements in fastening the head and
shank together. Nor do I claim, broadly, a
staple-like eye inserted through the head from
1ts inner side and clinched at the outer face of
the head; but I am not aware that a shank of
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wire has ever been bent as shown and de-

seribed and made to form a seat, against
which the back of the button-head may rest
and take seat when the ends of the shanks are
being clinched. . -

The head, after the shank has been fastened
thereon, will be finished in any desired man-
ner by japan or paint. The barbs, annular
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| projections, and clinching-points all serve as
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-holding projections to retain the head on the |

shank, and either may be used without the
other; but I prefer to clinch the points, and

may or may not barb or corrugate the prongs.

I am aware that tubular rivet-like shanlks
have been clinched at therear of a button-back
composed of metal, and also that buttons
have been attached to a fabric by staples, the
prongs or legs of which have been bent over
within the button between its metal back and
the eap of the button, the prongs meeting an

anvil-plate within the hollow head of the but-

ton. Mechanism forformingthe shank herein
described and attaching the shank and head

will form the subject of another application. |

I claim— |
- As an improved article of manufacture, a
button having a solid head and a wire shank,
provided with an eye and a neck above it,

and with a seat, and with two prongs, sub- 20

stantially as described, adapted to hold and
retain the said head thereon, substantially as

set forth. o
In testimony whereof I have signed my name

to this specification in the presence of twosub- 25

scribing witnesses. |
LOUIS GODDU.

Witnesses: |
G. W. GREGORY,
BERNICE J. NOYES,
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