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PHEODORE C. BATES, OF NORTH BROOKFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS.

CORSET-CLASP FASTE

NING AND PROTECTOR.

i

SPEGIFIC&TIOH_farmmg part of Letters Patent No. 287,897, dated November 6, 1883,
L ' ~ Application filed March 23,1883, (No model.) S

- To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THEODORE C. BATES,

- of North Brookfield, county of Worcester, and
State of Massachusetts, have invented an Im-

o

_provementin Corget-Clasp Fasteningsand Pro-

7 teetors, of which the following description, in
- connection with the accompanying drawlings,

10

is a specification, like letters on the drawings
representing like parts. | o
This-invention in corsets has especial reier-

ence to means to prevent the unhooking of the

- clasps at the front of the corset. 1 attach to

that half of the eorset which carries the stud

steel or busk flap-like pocket-piece, in which
is placed a rather stiff steel or stiffener hav-
ing its central part cut away or recessed op-

~ posite the studs. This pocket is also shown
- as containing a yielding pad, which fills the

20

pocket-piece from edge to edge, and is Inter-

20 posed between the sides of the pocket oppo- | _
o site, and to form a soit cover for the heads of | Fig. 3 shows the pocket or flap in the posi-

the studs. This pocket-piece or flap and its
central filling form what may be called a

. *locking device,’”’ to retain the hooks or eye-

pieces of onesteel or busk in engagement with
the studs of the other steel or busk, and pre-

~vent the accidental disengagement of the eye-

~ pieces from the said studs. - -
" Figure 1 represents in front view a suffi-
cient portion of a corset to illustrate my in-
vention, the flap being turned back to expose
the eye-piece and studs of the steels or busks.
~ TFig. 2 is also a front view with the flap in op-
erative position; but the flap and its contained

g

-~ of better illustrating my improvements; and
Fig. 3, a section on the dotted line z z, Fig. 2.

parts are partially broken out, for the sake

- A B represent the two halves of a corset,

having steels or busks ¢ b, the former having
hooks or eye-pieces @’ and the latter studs
%, to be engaged by the said eye-pieces, allas

usual. When the corset is being worn, 1t iTe-

- guently happeuns that these hooks become dis-
engaged from the studs, which is very objee- |

45 tionable, as it is especially at such time that

"~ the steels or busks are most liable to break.

.To completely obviate the accidental disen-
‘oagement of the eye-piece from the studs, 1

have attached one edge of a fibrous pocket or
flap, ¢, at ¢, to that half of the corset which

carries the stud steel or busk b, and have
placed in the said pocket, or ‘‘flap,’’ as it may

| be called, arather stiff steel or stiffener, d, of &

| width preferably sufficient to extend across

both the steels or busks « b, asin Fig. 3. This 55

steel d 1s provided with a series of central

holes, ', (see Fig. 2 and dotted lines, Fig. 1,)

as numerous as the studs »*, and which regis-

ter with them, thus enabling the under side

| of the stiffener or steel d to descend belowthe 6o -
heads of the studs 6 R '

To prevent the heads of the studs from

working through the material of the pocket
or flap, and also give body to the pocket or
flap and form a pad, to add strength to and 65
reduce the liability of the occurrence of short
bends in the steel, which would tend to break

B!

| the same, I have provided the pocket or fap

| with a soft flexible non-metallic pad, g, pref-
| erably of felt or thick fibrous material. 70

tion it will occupy when the corset is being
worn, and it will be noticed that so long as
the said pocket is kept distended by material
| inside of it, and is overlapped by the dress- 75
waist, the said flap cannot be turned back-
ward away from the steels or busks ¢ b, and
extending along above both steels or busks «
l-b, the steel or busk ¢ cannot be moved to re-
move its eyes from the studs 6°. 80
I do notbroadly claim a pocket orflap 10 ex-
| tend acrossand coverthestudsorsteelsorbusks
to prevent the clasp from becoming unhooked.
The stiffened pocket not only serves to_pre-
vent the clasp from unhooking, but, by rest- 85
| ing above or against the steels or busks a b,
the latter are made stronger, so that they can-
| not be broken by reason of any bendsreceived
in use. . | - |
Instead of wusing metal for the part d, 1 go
might employ rawhide or stiff paper-board,
such as used as substitute for leather.
I claim— _ _
. 1. The combination, with the usual stud
| and éye steels or busks of a corset, of a pro- g3
- tector and fastener consisting of a pocket con-
taining a stiffener having holes registering
with the studs, substantially as shown and de-
‘geribed. | | -
| 2. A corset-clasp fastener and protector roo
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b

consisting of the steel or stiffener d, provided | to thisspecification inthe 1jrésenc.e of two sub-

with ? serlefst%f holes or openings, &', for the | seribing witnesses. |

reception of the studs, a pad, ¢, and an in- o | . |

closing-pocket a,ttacheél to thza cjo.tset to ex- . | THEOD ORE C. BATES.
5 tend over and cover the usual eye and stud ! Witnesses: - " |

steels or busks, substantially as deseribed. - BENJ. L. SAMPSON,
In testimony whereof Thave signed myname ! - H., H. FATRBANKS.
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