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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, FRANK C. AYER, a cit-
izen of the United Sta,tes residing at Colum-
bus, in the county of Franklin and State of
Ohio, have invented new and useful Improve-

ments in a Combined Whip and Rein Holder

and Lock-Socket, of Wthh the following is a
specification.

Heretofore the rein- holder the Whlp holder
and lock - sockets have been separate Ebppll-
ances, or the rein - holder combined with the

Tock - socket or with the whip - holder, and

formed as one device.
My invention consists more particulariy in
the antomatic lock-socket, and the combina-

- tion of the whip-holder, the rein- -holder, and
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thelock-socket, formmg one device, 80 that the
three may be produced and sold as asingle ar-
ticle of manufacture, and so that by the op-
eration of applying the rein-holder you also
apply the lock-socket and the whip-holder.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s

a plan showing the claws or locking device,

which is placed within the socket. Iig. 218
a sectional view of my invention, comprising
a whip and rein holder and lock-socket ready
to be applied to a vehicle dash-frame. Iig. 3
is a plan of the claws orlocking device as seen
from the top of the socket. Fig. 4 1s a per-
spective view of the spring which clamps the
reins against the socket, holds the whip, and

- operates the socket; Hig. b, a sectional view
- of the whip-holder and the locking device.
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I am aware that lock-sockets operated by
means of a key have been produced; but they

are very objectionable, for several reasons well |

known to the trade.
The socket A may be made in any desired

form; but whatever the shape, it must form a

bearing against which the whip may be
clamped or held by means of the spring.
F is a washer, to which are riveted claws (3.

- The washer is placed in a groove within the
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socket, as shown at H, and the claws turn
freely upon the rwefs, and are operated or
opened and closed by the spring.

D are lugs, to which the socket is attached,

~and C is a post,which may be attached to the

dash-frame by any suitable means.
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The spring B is continuous,forming adevice 50

to hold the whip and reins, and also operat-
ing the lock within the socket Thelower end

| of the spring is prwlded with prongs, which

enter the holes K in the washer and 1. in the.
claws, while the upper end 18 attached to
post C.

When the whip is placed 1n the Socket and
the reins are placed between the spring and
socket, the lower end of the spring is drawn
back against the socket, and the claws G are
closed tightly around the whip, as shown in
Fig. 3 of the drawings, thus securely locking
the whip in the socket, so that it cannot be
removed until the reins be first taken from
the holder. When the reins are removed,the
claws > are opened, as shown in IFig, 1, and
the spring is free to extend toward the center -
of the socket, where it presses firmly against
the whip and holds it securely in the Soeket

I claim as my invention—

1. An automatic lock-socket and spring, B,
constructed to form a part of the whip and
rein holder, and operating the lock, substan-
tially as and for the purpose speelﬁed
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2. The combination, with the socket A, pi'o 7 5

vided with the fixed slotted washer or ring
F, and the supporting-post C, of the arms or
claws G (i, pivoted to said ring within said
socket, :zmd the spring B, connected at 1tS up-

per end with said post, and at 1ts lower end 8o

with the pivoted ends of said arms or claws,
substantially as described, for the purpose
speciiied.
- 3. As a new article of mamlf@cture a whip-
socket having an interior locking dewce of 85
pivoted jaws,connected with and 0per&ted by
an exterior rein-holding device, substantially
as and for the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set my
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hand and seal in the presence of two subscrib- 90 B

ing witnesses. _
FRANK C. AYER. [L.s]

 Witnesses:
. THoMAS H. MOCOY
A, H. FRITCHEY.
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