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To all whom it may concerw:

legs are unfolded. Dach recess ¢ 18 prov:tded

Be it known that I, MELVIN MAPLES, a | in its rear vertical wall with a bearing, &, ex-
tending entirely through the strip 6 at 'this |

citizen of the United Smtes residing at Hart-
wick, in the county of Otsego and State of New
York have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Folding Tables; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, ele&r, and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying dmwmns and
to letters or figures of reference marked there-
on, which fmm a part of this specification.
Flﬂ ure 1 of the drawings is a bottom view
of my table. Fig. 2isa vertical sectional view

- of the same, and-Tig. 3 is a cross-sectional

view. ~
This invention has relation to folding tables

-~ for camp use; and it consists 1n the construc-
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tion and novel arrangement of parts, as will
be hereinafter fully described, and particularly
pointed out in the claims appended
Referring by letter to the accompanying
drawings, « designates the table-top, provided
with transverse strips b & on its under iace,
near each end. These transverse strips b b
extend from edge to edge of the table, but are
cut away on their inner edges at their ends,
as at ¢, to permit the formation of shoulders
d, h‘wmﬂ' pivot-bearings e e for the upper ends
of the foldmg legs 1, Whlch are bored partlally
through from the inside outwardly at [/, to

receive the pivot-bearings ¢ and abut agamst |

the shoulders d. The legs f are first slipped
upon their pivot- be%rmﬂ*s e, and the cross-plece
¢ is then secured to the Outer faces of the legs

by screws and glue in such a position that
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when the legs are opened out in position for
use the upper edge of the cross-piece g will
be 1n
with the longer portion of the under face of
the strip . The strips b are provided mid-

way of their length, in their inner edges, with
a vertical rectangular recess, ¢, the vertlcal
wall of which is flush or in lme Wlth the ver-

twfﬂ inner face of the cross- plece g when the |

irm contact throughout its entire length

il

fplaee In the recess 4.

point, for the reeeptlon of the pintle / on the
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outer end of a sliding lock-block, m, the inner

pintle, o, of which has & bearmg, n, 10 & cleat,
p, secured to the under face of the table by

means of screws and glue at a suitable distance -

from the strip 6. To the side of the cleat p
nearest to the sliding lock-block m, and near
one end of said cleat p, 1s pivoted ashouldered
key, ¢, which is designed to hold the sliding
lock-block m flat up against the under surface

| of the table-top when said sliding lock-block

m is out of engagement with the recess. ¢ 1n
the strip b, fmd is also designed to pass up be-

| hind the inner end of said sliding lock-block

m after it has been turned down, the legs un-
folded, and the lock-block slid into the recess
%, 10 hold the lock-block firmly and tightly in
The sliding lock-block
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is beveled downwardly and outwardly, sothat

its bearing-surface at the outer end extends
clear to the lower edge of the cross-piece g.

- By this construction L dispense with nearly -
all of the hardware heretofore used. I donot

weaken the legs by framing the cross-pieces
into them.
constructed, and there can be no wiggling mo-
tion of the table when in use.
cheap, simple, and durable, and will stand
firm when unfolded and set up. |

Having thus fully described my invention,
what 1 claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18—

In Gombmatlon with a tcbble -top, the sliding
block m, cross-strip b, provided with a recess,
the cleat p, key ¢, and pivoted legs f, con-
structed and arranged substantmlly as speci-
fied.

In testimony whereof I afiix my signature In

presence of two withesses.
MDLVIN MAPLES

Wltnesses
ORrI1.0 S. BUROH
LDSTDR W. MURDOOK

The bearing-points are accurately
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