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To all whom it may concern :
Be 1t known that I, TaOMAS W. LANE, of
-~ Boston, in the eounty of Suffolk and State of
| Massech usetts, haveinvented certain Improve-
5 ments in Telephone -Supports, of which the
tollowing is a specification. -
This 1nventlen has for 1ts objeét to provide
a telephone-support for use at telephone-ex-

- changes or central offices,adapted to be secured |

10 to the operator’s body, and to support a tele-
phone in convenient relation to his ear, the
telephone having no connection with the oPp-
erator’s head, so that he can remove his ear
from and alpply 1t to the telephone at will.

My invention consists, as a whole, in a tele-
phone-support adapted to rest on and be se-
cured to the operator’s body below the head,
and adapted to positively support a telephone
In suitable proximity to the ear.

The invention consists, also, in the prows
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1on of means for adj nshng the snnpmt to vary

‘the position of the telephone with relation to
the operator’s ear.
The invention consists, lastly, in certain de-
25 tails of construction and combinations of parts,
~all of which I will now proceed to describe
and claim. -
Of the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
20 aperspective view of a telephone-support em-
bodying my invention in place on the opera-
tor’s body. Fig. 2 1epresents an elevetmn of
the same.
The same lettels of reference indicate the
35 Same parts In all the figures.

In carrying out my invention, I provide a

plate or base, ¢, adapted to rest on any conven-
ient part of the operator’s body below the
head, and preferably on the shoulder, as shown
40 1n Fig.1. The base«, Ipr ovide with any suit-
able means for attachment to the clothing or
body of the operator. In the present instance
straps ¢ ¢ are employed, the same being se-
cured to the base «,and provided with button-
45 holes engaging with buttons on the operator’s
coat. There should be about two of these
straps at eachside of the base. It is obvious,
however, that straps passing under the Opele-
tor’s arms around the body may be employed,

]

or any other devices capable of accomplishing 50

the same result.
d represents a standard supported by the
base «, ahd projecting npwardly therefrom,

operator’s ear when the support is in place.
Said standard may, if desired, be rigidly at-

‘LdJnstably by means of a plate, ¢, to which the
| standard is attached, said pla,te belng pivoted
at f f to ears on the base «, S0 that it can as-
sume any .desired inclination with relation to

the upper end of the standard and the opera-
tor’s ear. The plate els provided with an ad-
justing-screw, g, working in a threaded socket

d in any position to which they may be ad-
justed. The standard is preferably inserted
in a tube, ¢, rigidly attached to the plate e,
and held thereon by a set-screw, ¢, so that the
standard can be additionally ‘IdJllSted by tnln
Ing 1t 1n saia socket.

7 represent the telephone, which is secur ecl
‘to the upper end of the standard d, and is held
positively thereby in the proper relation to
the operator’s ear. The standard may be
adapted to hold a telephone. of any desired
construction; but I have shown it, in the pres-
ent 1nstfmce in connection with a newly-in-

wood and myself are about to make applica-
tion for Letters Patent. Said telephone hasa
stud or shank, &, attached to its rear surface,
and 1n said stud is an orifice or perforation
which receives the upper end of the standard.
A set-screw, m, in said stud bears against the

H

at any desired height.
enables the telephone to be supp
body independently of the head, so that the

one dlrectlon or the other sidewise, present
his ear to or withdraw it from the telephone

| The lateral adjustability of the deviee enables
' the operator to fix the telephone as far from or
as near to his ear, when his head is erect, as
| may be desired. 'The vertical ‘thllSt‘Lblllty

the upper end of said standard being near the |

in said plate and>bearing on the base «, so that
1t 18 adapted to hold the plate ¢ and standard |

vented telephone for which Thomas D. Lock-

SHEE

tached to the base; but I prefer t0 secure it
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said base, and thus vary the distance between -
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standard and secures the telephone thereto
The described device -
orted by the

QO

operator can, by moving his head slightly in
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enables the telephone to be suited to the helght I'a telephone 1n convement relatlon to the ear,

~ of the operator’s ear above his shoulder.
- Heretofore an ear-telephone, or a tube con-
- nected -with a telephone, has been secured to
the operator’s head, so as to move therewith
and occupy an umfalymn relation to the ear;
so that the operator cannot remove his ear
from the telephone by a movement of his
head. My improvement is the first instance,
10 so far as I am aware, of the connection of a tele-
- phone to the opere,tor?s body, independently
of the head, by devices which positively sup-
port the telephone in an elevated position
above the body or shoulder, so that the oper-
15
his head without disarrangement of ‘the tele-
- phone.
details herein described, but consider any con-
Struction whereby the 1esults above set forth

20 are attained as coming within the scope of my

invention.
I claim—

1. A telephene - suppmt 1)10V1ded W1th,

m-2ans for attachment to the operator’s cloth-

2
: tively hold a telephone in a position elevated
~above the body and in convenient relation to

the ear, and provided with means for adjusting

the. telephone toward or from the ear, and for
holding it in any position to which 1t may be
adjusted, as set forth.

2. A telephone support OOHSIStl]Jﬂ" of a base
adapted to rest on and be secured to the body
or clothing below the head, and a standard sup-

30

ator can apply or remove his ear by moving

I therefore do not limit myself to the

ing or body below the ‘head, adapted to posi-

|

35 ported by said baee and a,dapted to support |

F

'|

.1 as set forth.

3. In a telephone-support, the combination

of a base adapted to rest on and be secured to

the body or clothing, a standard supported by 4o
said base, and edapted_to support a telephone
near the ear, and means for adjusting said
standard to vary the position of the telephone
with relation to the ear, as set forth.

4. The oombmetlon of the base or plate a, 45

provided with means for attachment to the

body or clothing, the plate e, pivoted to said
base, and provided with the telephone-sup-

porting standard d, and means for varying the

inelination of said plate e and itsstandard rela- 5o
tively to the base a, as set forth.
- 5. The oomblnetlon with the standard d
having means for etteohment to the oper ator’s
body or clothing, of the ear-telephone j, pro-
vided with meens for attachment to said stand-
md as set forth. | |
- 6.. The ear - telephone 7, having _th_e perfo-
ra_ted stud or shank attached toits rear surface
and a set-screw 1n said stud, combined with the
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standard d, adapted to enter the perforated 6o -

stud, and provided with means for attachment

to the operator’s -body, as set forth..

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to thisspecification, in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses, this 9th day of June, 1883. 65

 THOMAS W. LANE.

Witnesses: .
C. F. BROWN,
A. L. WIII’I‘E
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