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UNITED STATES PATENT QFFICE.

JOHN J. COOK, OF EAST SPRINGFIRLD, NEW YORK.

WIRE-STRETCHER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 287,244, datel

‘October 23, 1883,

Application filed January 9, 1883. - (Model.)

To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, Joun J. Coox, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at East
Springfield, in the county of Otsego and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements in Wire-Stretchers; and
1 do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which 1t appertains to make and use the same.

The 1nvention has relation to improvements
n wire-stretchers, and is intended, chiefly, to
be used in tightening the wires of wire fences
and for unreeling the same. - o

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, I show the means of
accomplishing these objects. |

Figure 1 is a side elevation. Tig. 2 is a
rear elevation. . Fig, 3 is a side elevation of
the wire-stretcher. In. this view the lever E
1s shown to have a pawl, K, and spring T,
causing the pawl to engage in the ratchet-teeth

J of the bearing I' in such manner as to main-
tain the lever E in any position in which it

may be placed. The plunger H in this view
1s shown to be -serrated at the bottom, where
1t bears against the wire in the recess G, as
this construction causes it to have greater
holding-power and prevents the elipping of the
wire. Iig.41s a sectional view of the stretch-
er on the line z x of Fig. 3.

A 1s the body of the machine.

‘ handle, which is rounded off toward the up-
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per end, and 1s provided with a collar, B,
having a set-screw or thumb-nut, C, to se-
cure 1t in the proper position.
cxtending from one side of the machine, and
18 pivoted at e in a suitable bearing, «, at-
tached to the machine in any convenient man-
ner, preferably by screws or bolts, to permit
its removal. The body A is hollowed out in
a sultable manner to permit the introduction
of a plunger, H. The plunger H is pivoted
or otherwise attached to the lever I, and has
a "longitudinal movement in an open space
within the body A, and is operated by the le-

ver I, by means of which it can be raised or |

lowered for the introduction of or to hold the
wire when introduced into the noteh or open-
ing G. In the bottom of the opening G is a

depression, of any suitable shape, G, into |

which the plunger H enters when forced down

by the lever E. This depression may. be
notched orserrated, to correspond with notches |

D 18 t]ie-

18 a lever

or serrations in the plunger H, in Such man-
ner that the projections in one may enter the
recesses 1n the other and give greater holding-
power on any object placed between the end
of the plunger and the bottom of the depres-
sion &/,
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The handle D is of rounded form and adapt-

ed to receive a reel of wire of the ordinary
construction, which is held in its proper posi-
tion by the collar B, and permits the wire to
be unreeled as required.

In using the stretcher the point M is placed
againgst the post. The wire W is carried from
the reel R through the recess G, and is held
fast in that position by the pressure of the
plunger H, which bears against the upper

‘part of the wire and forces it into the depres-

sion G' by means of the lever B. As the up-
per part of the handle D is forced downwardly,
the point M bears against the.
crum, and the wire W being held as above
stated, 16 may in this manner be stretched to
any desired extent. -

In Fig. 1 I have shown the position of the
reel in dotted lines and the course of the wire
down and through the recess . '

The collar B is adjustable, and its position
on the handle D is maintained by the thumb-
screw C. :

post as a fal-
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The lever E, that holds the wire, also forms

a lever to keep the stretcher from turning

whilestretching. Thisstretcher can be worked

1n half the time of any other I am acquainted

with.

wain‘g described the invention, what I de-

sire to secure by Letters Patent, and claim, is—
- 1. A wire-stretcher having the body A, pro-
vided with a tapered handle, D, and collar B,
secured thereto by a thumb-screw, C, and the
lever I, having plunger H, and pawl K, adapt-
ed to engage with notches f, substantially as
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shown and deseribed, and for the purposesset -

forth. | |
2. The wire-stretcher having the body A,
the tapered handle D, the collar B, having set-

screw. C, the lever E, the plunger H, the guide

J, and the notch G, substantially as deseribed,
and for the purposes set forth. '
In testimony whereof I af
presence of two witnesses. |
JOHN J. COOK,

Witnesses:
S. A. SEWARD,
A. H. DURFEY.

1X my signature in
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