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To all whonv it may concermn :

Beitknown that we, ALBERT O.BUCKINS and
CHARLES A. TAYLOR residing at Chicago, in
the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have'

5 1nvented certain new and useful Impr ovements
in Trunk-Fixtures, of which the following, in
connection with the accompanying draw 1nns
18 a specification.
~ In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view of

10 a trunk prowded mth catches embodying our
invention. Fig. 218 a like representation of
one of the trunk- catches, enlarged, and shown
in detatl, the relation of the pfuts ot the catch
to each other and to the trunk being also there

15 represented. Fig. 3 1S a section in the plane
of the line z  of Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 is a back
view of the catch.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts.

A represents the body of the trunk, and B

20 the lid or cover. A strip of metal, «, is ap-
plied, as usual, to the lower part of the 1id or
cover.

C O are slats apphed to the outer face of the
body A.

25 D D are the lower parts or plates of the
catches, and D’ D"are the upper parts or plates
thereof. The plates D D are applied to the
body of the trunk, and the plates D' D’ are ap-
phied to the top or lid, the latter plates being

30 arranged directly over the former, as shown,
the 1ower ends of the plates D' D’ meetme or
nearly meeting the upper ends of the phtes
D D when the trunk is closed. The parts D
D have thereon the flanges b 0, and are raised

35 betweenthese flanges to form spacesor recesses
o' U'. A cross-bar, ¢, extends across the open-
Ing or recess o', from one lateral wall thereof to
the other.

- His an independent tongue or plate passing

40 down outside of the bar Cand into the lower
part of the space or recess ¥, and ' is a spring
attached to the bar ¢, and restmﬂ at 1ts free or
yielding end against the inner side of the lower
part of the plfbte E, thereby retaining the said

45 plate in the ]_C)OSIth]l shown in Fig. 3 but per-

mitting the upper end of the said _phte to be
drawn out yieldingly or away from the bar e,
as will hereinafter more fully appear.. To re-
tain the plate or tongue E in its proper posi-
50 131011 with eermmty, we deem 1t best, though

“manner described.

not absolutely essential, to make in it a de-
pression or hole, d, and £ make upon the plate

D asmall prO]eetlon or stud, d’, arranged to en-
ter the hole d, thereby effectually DY eventmg
the plate or tongue E from being drawn up- 55
ward out ot its proper place when the trunk is
locked. e1s a hole or Openmg in the upper
end of the tongue E, and ¢ ¢ are curved, bev-
eled, or rounded shoulders above the 0penmg |

¢ and on the under side of the plate B. This 60
plate or tongue K may be termed a ‘“snap.”’

I 1s a tail-piece cast on the lower end of the
plate D. This part F is adapted to overlap
the outer face of the slat C, at the upper end
thereof, and is also shouldered, as shown at f 65
f, to receive the upper corners of the said slat.

. The plate D 18 also pierced, as shown, to re-

celve serews or other fastenings.

- (r18a depending tongue, hook, or catch P1v- |
oted at its upper end to the mmde of the up- 70
per part of the plate D’ loosely enough to 0s-
cillate slightly from side to side, as will here-
Inafter be more fully explained. This hook ox
catch 18 adapted and arranged to enter the
opening ¢ as the trunk is closed, the upperend 75
of the snap K yielding as it is struck by the
said cateh, and then snapping into engagement-
therewith, owing tothe action of the spring F/.
T'o disengage the snap Efrom its hook or cateh,
the finger is placed upon the upper end of the 8o
snap and the latter 1s drawn out away from the
hook or cateh, provision being made, as shown

at ¢ g, to permit the snap to be manipulated

in this manner. It will be perceived, how-
ever, that the hands will be engaged, so far as 85
now appe%rs in holding the snaps away from
their hooks or catches, and hence that the 1id
cannot be 0pened w1th fa,clllty by the same
Pperson.

- To obviate the neeesmty of employing the go
hands for keeping the snaps and their hooks

1n disengagement, we have made provision for

causing the hooks to move to one side of the
openings ¢ e as soon as the upper ends of the
snaps are drawn away from the hooks in the 95
This we accomplish in the
example shown by so hanging and forming the
hooks or catches G G t]nt they will move or
swing sufficiently to one side by the action of
gravity. as soon as they are released by the I00
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snaps I E; but we desire to state that a spring | e

may be employed, if deemed best, for the pur-
pose of swinging the catches away from the
snaps when disengagement is desired; also, in
the example shown, we have made provision
for moving the catches out of engagement with
the snaps with certainty by making the up-
per ends of the catches rectangular, and by ex-
posing the end of short or horizontal arm
thereof, as indicated at #. DBy this means,
while one finger is employed in raising one of
the snaps another finger of thesame hand may
be placed on the exposed end of the catch at
h, for the purpose of carrying the hooked end
of the catch away from the opening e, atter
which the snap and catch may both be re-
leased, it being understood that the hooked

end of the cateh, after once leaving the open- |

pressed by the snap and held away from the
said opening by reason of that pressure. It
will be perceived that the lid of the trunk
may be raised with facility when the catches
do not engage the snaps. The catches, how-
ever, will move automatically into engage-
ment with the snaps when the lid 1s being
closed, for the reason that the hooked end of
the catches will strike the beveled shoulders
¢ ¢ and be by one of them conducted to the
opening ¢, when the snap will spring down
upon the hook and engage it.

D” is a tongue extending upward from the
lower part of the plate D’. In applying the
part D’ to the lid or top of the trunk we push
the tongue D” up behind the metallic strip «,
s_tting the latter out sufficiently for that pur-
pose at the points where the tongues D" D”
are located. By this means the plates D’ D’
will be very firmly secured to the trunk by

ing ¢, will remain at one side thereof, being-

f

-

perceived on reference to Figs. 2 and 3.

In the example shown the plate K is the
female part of the cateh; but we would regard
it as an equivalent construction if the hole e

mploying one or more screws, ¢ 4, as will be 4o

were transferred to the part G and the plate K 45

made to enter the said hole. -
Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, 18—

1. The combination, in a trunk- catch; of the

yielding tilting plate E, applied to one of the
main plates or parts, and the vibrating tongue
G, applied to the other of the main plates or

‘parts, the plate Eand tongue G being adapted
for engagement with and disengagement from

each other, substantially as and for the pur-
poses specified. | | |
2. A trunk-fixture havingthereonatongue,
D”, in combination with the strip « on a trunk,
the said strip being set out to overlap the said
tongue, substantially as and for the purposes
specified. |
3. The combination, in a trunk-catch, of the
plate D, having a cross-bar, ¢, a tail-piece or
clasp, I, andshoulders f f, the tilting snap I,
the spring K/, and the vibrating tongue G, ap-
plied to the upper plate, D', and adapted and
arranged for engagement with and disengage-
ment from the snap E, substantially as and
for the purposes specified. L -
In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we hereunto affix our signatures in
presence of two witnesses. |
- ALBERT O. BUCKINS.

- CHARLIS A. TAYLOR.

Witnesses:
K. F. WARNER,
- J. B. HALPENNY.
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