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handling this produet by the crushing of the
- melons 1n the pile underneath the weight of
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‘pouches and allow the melon to be placed
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-~ out striking each other; and it will also be un-
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This pouch or pocket may be made of any ma-
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20 all whonmy it may coicern :

Be 1t known that I, WEBSTER DAVIS, of At-
lanta, in the county of Fulton and State of
(eorgia, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement In Apparatus for Packing and
Transporting Melons; and I do hereby declare
that the following 1s a full, clear, and exact
description of the same.

My invention is designed to be used in the
transportation of melons. |

Heretofore melons have been transported in
railway-cars and water-craft simply by piling
the melons, in bulk, one upon another. As
immense quantities are shipped during the
season, a very considerable loss arises to those

the mass. I propose toavoid thisloss, and at
the same time facilitate the movement of the
melons from or into the cars or other vehicles.

Ifigure 1 shows a side elevation of one side
of a frame with the pouches. - Fig. 2is a eross-
section of a pair of frame-sides. Figs. 3, 4,
and 5 show modifications. o

In carrying out my invention I use frames
A A, which consist of posts ¢ and cross-bars .
Where these frames are intended for railway-
cars, the posts should be about the height of
the inside of the car and the bars as loug as
the width, so that the frames may be set up
transversely of the car and fit snugly in place.

Along the upper edge of each bar b, I place |

small hooks or nails ¢, adapted to receive and
hold a loop, d, of the pouch or pocket D.

terial suitable to hold an ordinary watermelon.
L prefer to make it of ordinary coarse cotton
The posts and bars which compose the
sides of the frames are set at a distance from
cach other sufficient to admit the row of

therein longitudinally of the car. It will be
understood that the pouchesare placed in rows,
one row between each pair of bars, and that
the bars are placed in series, one above an-
other, with suiiicient vertical space between to
allow the melons to hang inthe pouches with-

derstood that, preferably, the melons will not |
be permitted to come in contact with the bars
at their ends. In this way, a frame having |

- therefrom.

| pouches in successive rows, beginning at the

bottom and working upward toward the top,
and then another frame may be set in place

convenient manner; but I prefer to do this by
means of bracing-bars e, which may be placed
at the top and bottom, between the opposite
posts of each side of the frame, these being

preferably so that they can be removed, and
will hold the sides of the frames attheir prop-
er distances apart. In this way the entire car

melons be held securely without liability to
crush each other by the weight of superincum-

against each other in the rocking or jolting of
the car during transportation, |
In order that the frames may be taken apart

the parts should be fitted together removably
‘or by hinges, in such manner that they may
be folded. I haveshown the posts ¢ mortised,
with the lower part of the mortise inelined in-
ward, as shown at f, and the tenons of the
side bars, b, cut underneath with a correspond-
Ing 1ncline, as shown at ¢, so that the bars
may be inserted in the posts, and be held in
place by the weight of the melons suspended
In Figs. 3 and 4 L have shown a modification
of the construction hereinbefore described, in
which the pockets are formed in each trans-
verse row out of a single strip of cloth, netting,
or other suitable material. In this modifica-
tion I use two side bars, b, and two end pieces
connected to each other in any convenient
manner; butin such manner that they may be
taken apart or folded, as hereinbefore ex-
‘plained. Across the bars b b, I place, at suit-
able intervals,wires or cords %, and over these
I place a strip of cloth or other suitable mate-
rial, the ends of which are attached securely
to the end pieces. The wires or cords / are
at sutficient distances apartto admitthe melons
between them, and the cloth is made long
enough to allow 1t to sag between each pair of
wires, 80 as to form pockets or pouches, each
one of which is adapted to receive a melon.
Instead of separating the bars only sufficient;
to receive a single row of melons placed cross-

r

been set up, the melons'may be placed in the

wise, I may make the distance between them

secured to the posts in any convenient way,

may be filied from top to bottom, and the
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next to the first. I brace the frame in any |
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bent melons, -and .without liability to dash -
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for return transportation, it is desirable that
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~ transverse wires—thus forming between the -
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nearly double this width, asshown in IFig. 5. In |

this modification I place lengthwise of the bars
crooked wire, &, and connect at the apexes
transverse wires /. Over these I place two
strips of cloth, in themanner above described—
that is to say, loosely, so as to sag between the

bars pockets or pouches for two rows of melons,
the ends of which are placed so as to interlock,
as shown in dotted lines in the figure last
specified. The wires may be connected in any
convenient way to give the form shown, the
construction being for the purpose of econo-
mizing space by allowing the smaller ends of

the melons of each row to lap by those of an-

other row. When the transverse strips of

cloth are so secured at the ends and supported

by wires or cords, as above explained, I may

~use narrow strips of cloth stretched in vertical

20

planes across next to the endsof the melons, In
order to prevent them from striking against
the bars in the endwise movement imparted
to them by sudden jolts, caused by stopping
and starting of trains. -

with those of the next adjoining row.

It will be ﬁnd_erstood that the modifications

the place of the side bars, b b, and pouches D,

first described and illustrated in Figs. 1 and

2, and are to be supported
the same manner. -
I claim as my invention— . |

1. A frame for supporting melons during
transportation, consisting of posts and bars
and a series of pouches suspended therefrom,
the parts of the frame being detachable, all

upon the posts ¢ in

“substantially as described.

2. Supporting pockets or pouchesior melons,

suspended upon bars, and arranged with the

pockets of one row alternately interlocking

In testimony whereof T have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

Witnesses:
| L. W. SEELY,
J. B. THOMPSON.

q.h#' .....

WEBSTER DAVIS.
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