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io all whonv it may concern :

Be it known that I, Jouxy T, M. ARTIN,

citizen of the United &tﬂtea residing In (‘111 1 an al
cago, 1n the county of Cook fmd Smte of T1li- ]

nois, haveinvented ecertain new and useful Tm-
provementsin Distributing-Boxes for Eleetric

- Wires, of which the iollomnﬂ 18 a speelfica-
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tion. ,
Thisinventionrelatestoelevated distributers
for electric wires which are laid underground
through the streets of a city, and at certain
1)0111ts along the main or branch lines carried
above the fﬂuﬁwe of the earth to distributers,
from whence they are conducted to the vari-
ous buildings or other points to be supplied.

The oh]eu of my invention is to provide
improved means whereby an operator ean at
any time readily ascend to the elevated dis-
tributing-box for the purpose of laying, tak-
g Out Imspecting, or repairing the wir es;
‘ﬂbO to 11t]11/ the devices employed for pel—
1111tt1nn the operator to elimb up to the ele-

rated dlstrﬂ.mtme- -box as a means for bracing
the vertieal 1]11)(35 through which the wires
are.conducted {from the ﬂlOUHd up to the dis-
tributers; also, to pr 0?1&0 Improved means
whereby the elevated distributer issupported,
and the wires condueted from the ground to
the same. These objeets T attain by means of
the devieces hereinafter fully desellbed, and
illustrated in the annexed dr awings, in
which—

Ifigure 1 is a pempeetlve view of the dis-
tllbmmn -box with the means for supporting.
andl COHdUCtlnﬁ the wires to the box, and f01
permitting 1{31(137 access to be had to the sanie.
Fig. 218 a 11]-,_0 view, with a slightly-different
arrangement of deviees for permitting an op-

crator to ascend to and descend from the dis-

*_1"1but111g -box.  Tig. 3 represents a horizon- |

tal; section taken through Fig. 1 on a plane
below the distributing-box.  Tlig. 4 is a like
view taken through I 12, 2,

Referring by letter to the several figures of
the dl“‘LW]llﬁﬁ in which like letters denotehhe
parts, A indicates the distributing-box, fixed
upon a vertical support,. B. "1‘1118 5111)1)01‘1:

which ean consist of 1 wooden pole or of a
~solid or hollow metal post, can be set directly
in the ground, or he 5@01110{1 at 1ts bflsmnfnw

bly-constructed foundation. It is pro-
to locate said support and box within
cy-way runiing from a street through
which a conduit for electr 1¢ wires 1s lald, and
to extend a branch pipe from such conduit to
the base of the support, where it will connect
with any suitable box or trap for allowing
wires irom the main to be drawn through the
Pipe in the alley-way. The wires will be run
up from said 1mp to the dstrmbuting - box
through the vertical pipes €, which are ar-
mned alongside of the %uppm{ These pipes
(! connect thﬂ distributing-hox with thetraps
or branch pipe at the foot of thestandar d, and
arc held in rigid conncction with each other
and with the standard by means of deviees,
which, while serving to brace the pipes, also
serve as a ladder or steps for allowing an op-
erator to easily elimb up to the distributing-
box. Asshown in Figs. 1 and 3, the pipes
run along opposite sides of the standard, and
are embraced at intervals by straps D, which
are bent so as to closely embrace both the
standard and the pipes. The straps are ar-
ranged 1n pairs, with their ends Dbent out-
war dl_y and firmly bolted together. At one
side of the standard the ends D’ of the straps
thus secured together project laterally there-
from to an extent sufficient to render them
capableof being utilized asthe rounds of alad-
der. The bolts It hold the straps firmly upon

Suitff
posetl

from slipping, although, if desired, auxiliary
:ftatenmg devices conld beemployed. InFigs.
2 and 4 the pipes for the wires are arranged
In a vertical plane at one side of the staml
ard, |
The metallie straps or bands D, which are
bent so as to embirace the pipes, are made in
U shape, and have their ends fitted against
wooden or metal blocks I, arranged at inter-
vals between the pipes. The ends of these
blocks are concaved, so as to fitthe pipes, and
the straps are sceured to the bloeks by means
-0t bolts . These blocks take the place of
the projections D" in Fig, 1, and also serve as
the rounds of the ladder. Inorder to further
brace and snppmt the blocks or rounds, one
or more rods or bolts, G, are gecured
i blocks and to the ‘%mndfu d, the bolts prefer-

the pipes and thestandard, and prevent them
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ably p%smo* thmuﬂh the standard and the | an upward draft is crefmted and hence a circu-
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blocks, and being plmuded with tightening-
nuts . _When the pipes are arrang ed "Lgﬂi]JSt
opposite sides-of the standard, as in Fig. 1, a
portion of the standard should be secur red in

the back of the box, as indicated at the point |

1, so that the pipes shall enter the box between
its rear and front walls; but when the pipes
set out from the standard, as in Fig. 2, such
arrangement will not be rendered necessary.
K indicates brackets for supporting a shelf,
L, upon which the box i§ seated, and which
may or may not counstitute the bottom proper
of the box. This shelf will be found conven-
1ent for holding the tools of an operator en-
caged in manipulating the wires. The dis-
tributing-box has a door, M, by means of which
access can be had toits interior. Itisalso pro-
vided with bent spouts N for the wires, and
with insulators O, to which the wires passing
through the Sp{}ut are secured. The wires can
be carried from the box to any or ail of the
houses in a square in which the box is located,

and for convenience the box will preferably

be located at or about the middle of the alley-

way. It is further proposed to employ 1nsu-

lating-tubes and flexible tubular couplings for
the wires within the pipe when desired in the
main, as set forth in prior applications which

I-have filed for Letters Patent of the United

States; or the wires can, if preferred, be 1nsu-
lated in any other suitable way. At the top

of the box I provide a short flue, P, provided

with a suitable chimney-cap, so as to prevent
raln or snow from entering the box.
left around the insulated wires within the pipe

(, so that the pipes, box, and their top flues
practically constitute chimneys,through which

Space 18

lation of air 18 caused around the insulated 40
wires, .so as to keep the same dry.

meg thus deseribed my invention, ‘what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
18—

1. The combumtwn with an elevated dis- 45
tributing-box for electrle wires and the sup-
porting dewces of binding-straps having pro-
jecting ends, whleh serve as steps for enabling

| an operator to ascend to the box, mbstantmlly
50

as described.

2. The combination, Wlth an elevated dis-
tributing-box for electric wir es, supported up-
on a Stfmdard of the pipes located alongside
of the standar d and devices which Lonnect the
pipes with the stan(lal d and afford steps from 55
the ground to the bm: ‘substantially as de-
Scllbed

3. The comblnamon with the standard of

an elevated dlstubutmo -box for electric wires

and the pipe running alongside the standard, 6o
of the straps secured to the pipe and standard
and projecting laterally from the latter to
form steps, substantially as described.

4.  The combination, with the distributing-
box and its Supportlnﬂ‘ -standard, of the pipes 6 5
through which the wires pass to the box, and
the bent straps D, embracing the pipes and

the standard and bolted tonethel sald straps

having their ends extended out from the stand-
ard, so as to f01 I Steps substantially as de 70
SCT 1bed |

JOHN T. MARTIN.

Witnesses:
W. W. ELvriort,
CHAS., . PAGE.
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