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o naled in bemlne‘ blocks fixed to the side of

50

- simple, efficient, and inexpensive device to
_. - be fixed to a mail-car for catching mail bags
. 10

- the car,
- ACrOSS the doorway of the car, and hemng a

N ~snitable handle, by which 1t mey be swung
. 20
- catch the mail- bew from the emne

" which similar letters of reference indicate COox-

- improved mail-bag catcher as r1J(:1L]u,':“>13et:1 to
~ catch the bag from the crane at the side of the
track; and Flg 92 is a central cross-sectional

35 "elevethll of the catcher as when out of use.

40

45

| tion.

"131 ovided with two arms adapted to catch the

a held to a shait, b, wlneh 18 journaled at 1ts

to the side of the car at each mde of its d001-

way,
h:zmdle, d, by which the mail-catcher may be |
- swung on "the pivot-bearings of shatt b in the

tion of Fig. 1, for presenting either end or
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To @ZZ whom it MYy CONCErn :

‘Be it known that I, JOSEPH A. KDLLOGG
of Nashville, in the eounty of Davidson a,nd
State of Tennessee have invented a new and
Improved Mail- Bcbg Catcher, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

.The object of my ilweutien 18 to provide a

or pouches hung from a crane at the side of
the mﬂwey tmek and Whﬂe the car 1s 1n mo-

The mventmn eon31sts in a eeteh bar or arm
mail-bag, and held to a shaft which is jour-

said shant extending horizontally

axially to bring the catch-arm in p{)SILlOll to |
‘The invention - “includes also special con-
structions of the catch-bar with two opposite
catch-arms, and other special constructions
and eombmetlens of-the parts of the catcher,
all as hereinafter fully described and elalmed
Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in

responding parts in both the figures.
Figure 1 represents, in per specbwe view, my

The letter A represents a portion of the side
of a mail-car at the doorway, across which my
improved mail-bag catcher is applied.

The catcher eonelets esseutmll}, of a bfu

oppes:lbe ends 0 swmg in bl&@lxet blocks e,
firmly secured by screw-bolts ¢/, or ethermse :

as shown. The shaft b has a projecting

bloeks ¢ from the posmon shown in Fig. 2,
to which position the catcher gravitates, by the
weight of bar ¢ when out of use, to the POSi-

~arm « of bar c_c for catching the mail bag or |

pouch which hangs from the usual crane at
the side of the tlaeL, the construction of the -
cateh-bar «, with the two opposite arms «/, -.
permitting a use of the device when the car A 553
1Is moving in either direction, and without re-

quiring a change of posﬂnon or ‘other adjust-

L ment 01’ the emtehel the axial sw mﬂ* of the

shaft b on its pivot- bealmﬂs bringing either
end of arm «’ into position for fir m]y orasping 6o
the suspended bag or pouch, irrespective of |
the direction of travel or speed of movement
of the car. The bar ¢ bends outward from its

‘heavier central portion toward the extreme

ends of its eatch-arms ', which are preferably 65
tapered to the ends, as shown, and the shaftd

18 recessed, as at o', at each side of the point

of eenueetleu to It of the bar «, to form with
the bent arms « a pocket or grasp, which,

‘while securely holding the mail bag or 1:10110]1 70 |

after cateching it ﬁom the crane, w vill permit

| @& compar etwe]y easy release of the bag from

the eatcher by the mail-agents in the car; and

to further facilitate the 1e1emse of the bag from
the catcher, 1 have provided a shoulder e, ab 75
the joint of bar ¢ with shaft b, which shoul |

der may consist of a separate block supported

on the tenon d' of handle d, as shown, or said

shoulder may be formed directly on either the
shaft & or the bar ¢, or partly on both, as de- 8o
sired.” A strong pin or rivet holds the b‘tlﬁ‘ «

' to the tenon o’ Ot the handle d.

It will be noted that my impr oved mail- -bag
catcher is a fixture to the car, is always ready

when needed, requires no edgustment for re- 8s
verse directions of travel, cannot jar out of
place, and 1s simple and posmve in its action.

- Having thusdeseribed mymventlon I claim

asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent— =
- Inamail-bag m}tehel the eomblnatlon with go
the hox izontal shaft b, arranged acr 0ss the

doorway, and pivoted in bemmgs ¢, secured

to the sides of the car, of the cateh- b'u @, hav-

ing two catch-arms, 0 o, tapered fr om the
middle toward its ends, and secur ed centr al]y Q 5
upon a handle, d, passed through the shaft b,
substantially as. and for the purpose set forth
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