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To all whom it may concern: '
Be it known that I, Jamzs B. OIL1IVER, of
Pittsburg, in the county of Allegheny and

State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new

and useful Improvement in Barbs for Fences ;

~and I do hereby declare the following to be a

full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref-

- erence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, forming
which— | _ -
- Iigure 1 is a perspective view of my ini-
proved flat-wire or sheet-metal- barb. Iig, 2
Is a view of the blank before the points are
bent. TIig. 3 is a view of a piece of Aat metal
or strip from which the barbs are cut, the line
of cut being indicated by broken lines there-
on. L e
wire provided with my improved barl. T o,
18 a seetion at x 2, Tig. 4. ”

part of this specification, in

My invention consists of a flat metal barb

having ribs extending across the same on one
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o1 both sides. | |
In making these barbs I takea smtable strip
of metal, ¢, such as is shown in IFig. 3, hav-
Ing ribs ', extending longitudinally in one or
both of its faces.
ting-machine, which euts it into blanks of the

form shown in Fig. 2, and at the same time

slits the barbs to form the points, and bends
the points ¢* in the required direction.
This barb may be: applied to a metallic

fence-rail composed of wire ora strip or strips’

of any desired form. In Fig. 4 T show it ap-

plied to.a fence-rail composed of two wire

strands. | |
The advantages of myimprovement are that

- the barbs will be held in place from dislodg-
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ment by the projecting lateral ribs «.

It

sometimes happensthatthe wirestrands which
encirele the barbs are not twisted ti ght enongh
to hold the latter in place, and 16y become
~dislodged and lost, which destroys the value
of the fence. Thisisespecially the case where |

¥ig. 4 is a view of a piece of barb fence :

This strip is fed into a cut-

| the barbs are applied in straight form, as

shown at b in Fig. 4, where it will be noticed
that the ribs «" abut against the sides of one
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of the strand-wires ¢. The presence of the _

ribs also enables me to make a barb stronger
than the plain flat barb, with the same amount

- of material, and also, as the ribs oceur at or

near the points «, they prevent the too deep
penetration of the latter into an animal en-
countering the same, while they are suffi-
ctently sharp to give the required warning.
Thisfeature is desirable, because animals are
often lacerated and sometimesseriously mjured
by very sharp barbs. = The ribs near the mid-
dle of the barb afford grooves or recesses for

‘receiving the strand-wires and makethe barbs

casy of application, as well as secure then

firmly when applied to the wire.

L am aware that barbs have been madehav-
Ing a transverse groove formed on the face

‘thereof, so asto secure them more firmly tothe
‘wire strand.

Lhis groove, however, wounld
not accomplish the end and purpose of ny in-

‘vention, as the barb is weakened instead of
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strengthened, and the groove does not afford

‘a stop to the penetration of the barb, it bein o
placed only at the point where the barD is in-

closed by the strands.

What I claim as my in vention, and desire to

secure by Letters Patent, is—

A flat metal barb having lateral ribs ex-

tending across the face of the same between

the point of contact of the barb with the

strands and the point of the barb, whereby the

barb is held in place between the strands, and
the end ribs form stops to the penetration of

the barb, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof T have hereunto set
my hand this 8th day of May, A. ). 1883.
- ' JAMES B, OLIVER.
Witnesses: '_
THoMAS J. GARLAND,
W. B. CorwiIn.

75

8o



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

