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To all whony it mi concern :

Be 1t known that I, BeEryarbd RIcE, a eiti-
zen of the United States of Ameriea, resid-
ing at Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and
State of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Toy Drums, of
which the following isa specification, reference
being had therein to the accompanying draw-
ings. | | |
My invention is particularly adapted to the
manufacture of toy drams. '

The mmvention relates to the manner ol con-
stracting the shell or body of the drum and
also the straps for tightening the cords.

In carrying ont my invention the shell or
body of the drum is made from a strip of
veneer-wood, preferably cut off the sheet from
a revolving log bent in a dirvection parallel
with the grain of the wood and at right angle
to the dirveetion in which the veneer 1s cul
from the log. |
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Heretofore the shell or body of the drum has.

been made of wood which has been sawed or
cut lengthwise of the log and then planed and

b
{n

nails, afterward sandpapering the shell to pro-
duce a smooth surface.  Amongthe objections
to such a mode of construction may be men-
tioned that sawed wood ismore expensive than
veneer-wood, besides the additional cost and
labor of planing andsandpapering. Moreover,
sawed and planed wood,to retain strength, can-
not be reduced to the thinness of veneer-wood,
S0 essential in the construction of small drums.

Thesteaming proeessto hendthesawed wood
into shape, aside from its additional cost, ex-

pands the wood and opensthe pores and fibers,

1mpairing the sounding qualities. The shell
or body of the drum, with the exception of a
small hole, should be comparatively air-tight,
which cannot be attained when the ends are
fastened together with nails. - |
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
45 a view of a drum constructed according to my
invention. Fig. 21is a detail view of my im-
proved tightening-strap, (brace.)
Similar letters designate similar parts..
A. designates the shell or body of the drum,
50 which is made from thin veneer-wood cut from
the log in a direction parallel with its axis.
T'o torm the shell of the drum, the strip of
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bent into shape by steaming the wood and |
Joining the ends fogether over a form with
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| skillfal labor 1s employed, uneven and inac-

‘of production, while at the sametime produe-
ing a lighter, thinner sheil, so essential to pro-

veneer-wood is bent by means of a deflector
1n the direetion of the grain of the wood and
at right angle to the direction in which it is
cut from the log, thus giving it, though thin,
great strength and elasticity. Ifit is desired
to give the veneer-wood still more compact-
ness, strength, and elasticity for bending, the
wood may be subjected to the action of heated
calender-rolls such as are deseribed in T.et-
ters Patent granted to A. B. Rice,May 6,1879,
No. 215,162,  After bending the veneer-
wood into the desived shape, the ends are
joined togetherby glue.  The heads and hoops
of the drum are then attached in the usual
manner. The advantage of such construction
18 the cheapness of veneer-wood in comparison
to sawed and planed wood, reducing the cost
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duce resonance in a small drum, lessening the
cost of production, and giving the dram anicer
appearance. Beingbentdry,thefiber and pores
are not opened, but,on the contrary,are closed
and compact, and the ends being glued to-
gether makes the shell eomparatively aiv-
tight when mounted, all of which contribute
to obtain a better sound. |

In order to give the drum a better and uni-
form appearance, the hoops ave also glued to-
gether by glue orany otheradhesivesubstance,
mstead of being nailed, as done heretofore.

Theimproved tightening-strap is made of a
single piece of flat leather, B, having three
holes, ¢ ¢, and forming three points of a tri-
angle, In placing the strap in position both
strands of the cord f/ are passed through the
upper hole, d, and then one strand is passed
through one of the lower holes, ¢, and the other
strand through the other hole, ¢/. By this
means a prace 18 formed which enables me to
tighten the cords tighter, and not as liable to
ip. Such a strap can be produced cheaper
than the sewed and tin-fastened straps used
heretofore. |

The lines ¢« and figures D, for ornamentation
ot toy drums, haveherctofore been painted by
hand, making it very expensive, and, unless
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curate. ‘I'o meet this objection I make the
lines and figures by means of stencil-plates;”
which reducesthe cost considerably, producing

| at the same time great aceuracy and evenness.
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10 stance, substantially as herein described.
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What I claim, and dcsire to seeure by Let-

- ters Patent, is—

-1. A toy drum having its shell or body made

of veneer-wood bent at right angles to the di-
5 rection in which it is cut from the log, sub-

stantially as herein described. |

2. In a toy drum, a shell or body made of a
strip of veneer-wood having its ends joined to-
gether with glue or any other adhesive sub-

3. In a toy drum having thelines and figures
for ornamentation of the body of the drum
made by means of stencil, substantially as
herein deseribed. | |

4. Tnatoy drum having the tightening-strap
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| B made of a single piece of flat material, pro-
| vided with three holes, ¢ ¢ d, arranged in com-

bination with cord f, substantially as-herein

described.
5. In a toy

oether and ornamented by means of stencils,
the brace or straps B, having holes ¢ ¢’ d, and

“cord f, substantially as herein described.

- In testimony whereof I affix my signature n
presence of two witnesses. - |
- BERNARD RICE.
Witnesses:: = - |
FrANCIS CLARE BOWEN, .

E. T. JOHNSON. '

_ drum, the combinat_ion of the
shell A, having its ends adhesively joined to-
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