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To CLZZ whom it may concern :

Be it known .that I, ELIJAH ITOLMAN of |

' Taunton in the county of Bristol and StaJte of

M assachusetts, have invented a new and use-

tul Improvement in Spoons and. Ferks, of

which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description, reference being had tothe annexed

' ~ drawings, forming part of thlS 313601ﬁcat1011

IO
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The object of this 1mvention is to retard the
wear of plated spoons and. forks at the most

-exposed points, to prevent the unsightly ap-

pearance due to a wearing away of the plat-

~1ng metal on exposed 1}&1ts

AS 18 well known, the convex portmns at
the back of the han dle and bowl of spoons and
forks are exposed to more rapid wear than any
other part of such articles.
rapid wear at these points, an additional coat-

1ng of the plating metal has been applied at
‘such points; or projections have been formed
- on the body of the handle and bowl to form a

‘base for supporting the body of the article out;

of contact with a tmb]e These means of re-

tarding wear, however, not only involve un-

necessary expense, time, and labor in the manu-

facture of spoons and fOl"LS but thelatter means

gives anunsightly appearance to such articles

hy the lumps or projections formed thereon. .
‘I have therefore invented an improved means

30 of retarding wear in plated articles, whereby

the article. .Sll::ﬂl not be disfigured in appear-

‘ance, nor its outline 110t10eab1y changed, as

- emnpared with the usual forms of such ELI‘LIGIGS

In carrying out my invention I provide a
spoon or fork, or like article, with small plane
or flattened surfaces on the back 01 convex
portion of the bowl and handle, which shall

~ form a base adapted to rest ﬂmt npon a table
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plane or flattened surfaces B formetl in the.
- same pla,ne with each other in the CONVEX rear
| Iportmns of the bowl and hzmdle

~of a spoon, ;showmo my invention.

at the points of contact.” |
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a bottom view
Fig. 2 is
2] 1011011311(:111131 Secbmn of Fig. 1. Flﬂ
to form the flattened sur ffweq and Kig, 4 is a
bottom view of a fork, Showmﬂ my lllVelltIOH
A indicates a fork or spoon having small

stamped after the core is Iormed

~or upper side of the fork or spoon.

To prevent the

tened surfaces by ¢

318a
‘sectional vi ew of aspoon that 11215 been &t*’nmped-_

faces 111&3" be ot very small alea so as to be

scarcely noticeable; or they may be made com-
paratively large, if desired. They may be

formed by means of corr espondlnn surfacesin

the die or mold, by which the base metal core
of the fork or qpoon 18 shmped or they may be

In the lat-
ter case plane surfaces will be formed bhoth on

bowl and handle, and this stamping may Dbe
done in such nianner as to ornament, the front
The core,

after being provided with the plane sur mee‘s

18 ready to be coated with plating metal.
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‘the concave and the convex. surfaces of. the -
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Instead of first providing the core with 111(-3- |

plane surfaces, and then p]&tlnﬂ the same, the

article may be stamped after it has been p]ated _,
| the essential feature of my invention being the
plane or flattened surfaces at the back or con-.
The core

vex porfions of the bowl and handle.
may also be provided with the plane or fat-
grinding or polishing.

With the above eomtluctmu the spoon or

fork will have small flat or flattened Dases on
which to rest when it lies on a table, and as

two flat sur faces moved in contact with each

other will not, owing to the distr ibution of the
friction, be Emb]eef to as much frictional wear

as a plane and a convex- surface so. moved, it
will bereadily perceived that the plating metal'

will last longer with a flat base than Where the
plated ar tlcle lest% 111)011 a curved or convex .

surface. -
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In still ftll ther deﬁmuﬂ the ]1111115 of my in-

vention I would state t]nb 1 am aware that a

medicine-spoon having two bowls and a Sin-

ole handle between them has had the larger
-bowl made with a broad flat bottom, to pre-

vent the spoon from being ‘lGC‘lde]lta,]ly over-

turned while filled with medmlue and 1'est1110
I diselaim any such constr uetlon |

on a table.
as well as any other ‘merely flat-bottomed ves-
sel.
above in that it is "Lppllc“tble solely to articles
which do not require flat bottoms to support

My invention is distinguished from the

them, and that to accomplish the purpose of g

1'etf1,1d}110 wear 16 18 necessary that both the
bowl zmd handle shall be flattened, and fur-

These sur- | ther that they shall be ﬂattened 111 the same
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plane, while the flattened surfaces may prac- |

tically be made so small as not to mar the usual
beauty of spoons and forks, and without ma-

terially lessening 1he 1ntendul effect of the
5 construction.

What I claim is—
A_spoon or fork the body of w hldl 15 flat
over small areas of the convex sur face of both

| handle and bowl or 1163(1 whether the body
be cast or struck up in dles and whether the 10
ar tlcle be plated or othelw1se;, as specified.

ELIJAH TOLMAN *

Witnessges:
Erisga T. J ILCI'SON
| O E FISKE.
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