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To all whom it mtzy"concer;n} - |
Be it known that I, T.'WALTER FOWLER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Wash-

ington city, in the District of Columbia, have

Invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Fare-Receiving Boxes, of which the
following is a specification, reference being had
- therein to the accompanying drawings.
My invention relates to improvements in
10
tion and receive fares from passengers withount
theintervention of attendants; and it consists
- 1n introducing into and arranging within the
fare-box one or more foraminous directing-
plates at angles counter to each other, so that
pilfering therefrom is wholly prevented. |
It also consistsin forming a series of fingers
on the lower end of and integral with the fo-
raminous directing-plates by ‘continuing the
line of perforations or slots in the lower edge of
the plates out into incisions. R
It further consists in constructing the top of
the box or mouth-piece and first directin o-plate
~integral, if it be.desired. = |
Figure 1 is avertical section of a fare-box,

~showing two foraminous directing-plates se-

cured on the inner side and a dump-trap. Ii o,
2 1s aview of a lattice directing-plate termi-
nating in fingers forming part of the plate.
Fig. 3 is another modification of a directing-
plate, showing elongated foramina, and termi-
nating in fingersin the end of the plate, formed

- by the perforations therein. Fig. 4 is a per-

‘Spective of a perforated plate formed integral
with the mouth-piece of the box. Kig. 5is an-

- other modification of the directing-plate, show-
ing circular foramina. |

- Similar letters of reference indicate corre-

~ sponding parts. | |

A is a fare-box, and
inspecting the interior.

¢ are glass windows for
b-1s the mouth-piece,

troduced into the box. d is a dump-trap
mounted on an axle, ¢, at the bottom of the in-
spectlon-chamber, ¢ isa rod for dumpingthe
~trap d. C isan upperand D a lower forami-
- nous directing-plate, and e are fingers on the
end thereof. B isthe money-safe, and fis the
external entrance thereto. : o
The fare-box A may be of any material, as

that class of fare-boxes that aresecured in posi-

desired by those using the box; so the money-
sate B and means of longitudinally reaching it
may be of any form, design, or material de-
sired. These are mere matters of detail,which

of the box, as my foraminated plates can be
used in any form, size, shape, or character of
fare or other box where pilfering is to be pre-
vented. - - N

The directing-plates C D are metal
of suitable form and
rated throughout their entire surface with any
form of perforations; |
coarse wire-screen, or of platted rods or bars
of metal secured together, or made in any
other way or of any other material, whereby
the perforations can be obtained in the most
economical manner. These directing-plates
may form an integral part of the top and sides;
or the top or sides, or each, may be separate
and secured in place by any approved plan
known. The width of the plates C D should
be equal to the width of the box in which they
are to be used, and may, when separate, be set
into the sides of the box, as indicated by the

of the plates should be such that when trans-
versely closing up the interior of the box the
plate would stand at an angle of about from

tal. This size is not arbitrary, but merely
suggestive, so that when properly secured in
Place and drooping at a proper angle to dis-
charge the fare falling upon them there will

or the end of the fingers ¢ thereon, to permit
low. The lower line of perforations in the end

of the directing-plates C D represents slots or
incisions, rather than perforations, and there-

_ plates,
s1ze, numerously perfo-

or they may be made of

| may not have inspection-windows @, as may be
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are left wholly to the desire or wish of the user
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dotted lines in Figs. 2, 3, and 4; and thelength

8o

| one-half of one to two degrees out of horizon-

bespace sufficient between the end of the plate,

the fare to pass on down to the next plate be-

90

by forms a series of fixed fin gers, e, onthe lower -

edge of the plates, (see Figs. 2and 38 for modi
catlons of this idea,) and it is obvious that fin-
gers 8o formed aresuperior to those inserted in

other forms of directing-plates. One, two, or

-

of, alternately, one above another from bottom
| to top of the box, secured within the fare-box

any desired number of these foraminous plates
{ € Dare by one end each on oppositesides there-

100

well as of any form of construction, and mayor | A, and the free end__ ther_eof depressed at any o




angle desired or that experience may suggest | been and are daily suiterers from the depre-

" to better deliver the fares on the plates below,
 leaving sufficient space between the lower free
end and the side of the box for the passage of

= the fare. To be more definite, 1 beg to say:
Immediately nuder the throat 8" of the mouth-
piece b, on the inner side of one .of the walls

or top of the fare-box, I secure by one end or |

cast integral therewith a foraminous directing-
ro plate, C, and direct the free end thereof
toward the opposite wall of the box, depress-
ing the plate at any angle that may be de-
sired—say anywhere from twenty to forty-five

degrees, more orless—leaving suflicient space:

15 at thelower end of the plate C, or the fingers e,

formed thereon, to permit the fare to freely.

pass between that and the side of the box A;
and at a proper distance below the iree or
“lower end of the directing-plate C, on the in-
-0 ner side of but opposite the wall to which the

plate is secured, I secure one end of the di-

recting-plate D and direct its free end down-
ward and towardthe opposite wall, depressed
at an angle corresponding with the position
>z of plate C, leaving the space sufficient be-
tween the end of plate D and the wall of the

box A to permit the fare to freely pass on

down to the dump-trap.
The dump-trap d, which may be a plain
30 metal plate, or be foraminated, or be construct-
ed of platted bars or heavy wire screen, 1S
mounted on an axle, ¢, to one side of the
center, the longer end of which is loaded or
weighted, and rests on a projecting shoulder,
35 ¢, constructed within box A. This trap-duamp
d is the ordinary dump introduced into fare-
boxes between the inspection-chamber and

the treasury-box, and may be operated by any

approved arrangement. I show, however,

10 only the elbow ¢, rod d’, and ring /, by which
it can be operated.

Railway, tramway, omnibus, and other cor-

porations and companies, as well as indi-

viduals who have been compelled to use fare-

45 boxes for the purposes herein described, have |

dations of the petty pilferers who are con-
stantly robbing the fare-boxes with the aid of
flexible wire and wax, or other material known
to the eraft, until they have become 50 expert 50
that nothing scems capable of interrupting
them. This by my invention I assay to do.

As will be seen, with my foraminous plates
set ab angles counter to each other, it will be

utterly impossible to geta wire with anything 55

on it out of the inspection - chamber, even
though it were possible to get one down there,
for any wire that would be flexible enough to
make the necessary curves to pass the direct-

ing-plates would readily pass through the per- 60

forations therein, and even if it could be di-
rected onto a piece of money or other fare it
would be wholly stripped before it could be
withdrawn.

Having now fully deseribed my invention, 6
what I esteem as novel, and desire to protect
by Letters Patent, is— |

1. In a fare-receiving box, one or more 11-
ternally-secured foraminous directing-plates,
arranged as indicated, to prevent piliering, 70
substantially as described.

2. A fare-receiving box provided with fo-
raminous directing - plates, substantially as
shown and described.

3. Foraminous directing-plates terminat- 75
ing in fingers formed on and extending from
the lower end thereof, and otherwise con-
stracted as shown, to prevent pilfering, in
combination with a fare-receiving box, sub-
stantially as set forth. 80
4. In a- fare-receiving box, a foraminous
upper directing-plate integral with the re-
ceiving mouth-piece and end of the box, sub-
stantially as indicated.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig- 83
nature in presence of two witnesses.

| - T, WALTER FOWLIELR.

(N

- Witnesses:
H. B. APPLEWHAITE,
CHARLES I’. WEBSTER.
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